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The 2023 Official State of Illinois Pulaski Day Celebration  
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ccbbaadd 

Muzeum Polskie Pulaski Day 2023.indd   4Muzeum Polskie Pulaski Day 2023.indd   4 2/27/2023   3:23:32 PM2/27/2023   3:23:32 PM



 
2023 VIRTUAL PULASKI DAY PROGRAM 

 
GREETINGS 

Richard Owsiany 
President, The Polish Museum of America 

 
James J. Robaczewski 

President, Polish Roman Catholic Union of America;  
Chairman, The Polish Museum of America; PMA Life Member 

 
PRESENTATION OF COLORS 

Tadeusz Kościuszko Polish Lancers Society 
 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 
Mirosława Sojka-Topór 

soprano 
Daniel Szefer 

pianist 
 

WELCOME 
Hon. Michael Frerichs 

Treasurer, State of Illinois 
 

REMARKS 
Consul General Paweł Zyzak 

Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago  
 

OBEREK with KUJAWIAK  
Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Company of PRCUA  

 
REMARKS 

Hon. Lori Lightfoot 
Mayor, City of Chicago 

 
VIDEO REMARKS 

Hon. Richard Durbin 
U.S. Senator, State of Illinois  
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REMARKS 

Consul General Serhiy Koledov 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Chicago 

 
Frank J. Spula 

President, Polish American Congress;  
President, Polish National Alliance 

 
PAST PULASKI DAY COMMEMORATIONS AT THE PMA 

 
PRELUDE No. 13, Op. 28  

Musical composition by Frederic Chopin, 1839 
Daniel Szefer 

 
REMARKS 

Hon. Robert Martwick 
IL State Senator, 10th District  

 
RECOGNITION OF PSFCU UNDERWRITING 

Frank Robert Piwowarczyk 
Grand Marshal, 2023 Pulaski Day Parade, New York;  

Deputy Chief of Police, Irvington, New Jersey;  
Director, Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union 

 
PULASKI, KOSCIUSZKO, AND POLONIA 

Dominic Pacyga, PhD 
Emeritus Professor of History, Columbia College Chicago  

 
THE PULASKI COLLECTION  

at the Polish Museum of America  
 

REMARKS 
Hon. Maria Pappas 

Treasurer, Cook County 
 

RECOGNITION OF PNC UNDERWRITING 
Beata Mikita-Glenn 

Senior Vice President, Regional Manager,  
Chicago Northwest Suburbs, PNC Bank 
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POLISH ARMY VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA AWARDS 

Andrzej Janczak 
Commander, Polish Army Veterans Association of America, Post 90 

 
REMARKS 

Hon. Aurelia Pucinski 
Appellate Court Justice, IL First District 

 
THE BATTLE OF SAVANNAH 

A Painting by Stanislaw Kaczor Batowski 
 

REMARKS 
Hon. Lindsey LaPointe 

IL State Representative, 19th District 
 

HYMN OF THE MORAVIAN NUNS OF BETHLEHEM 
At the Consecration of Pulaski's Banner  

Written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1839 
 

UNVEILING OF POLISH HERITAGE CORRIDOR SIGN 
 

LAYING OF THE WREATH  
Polskie drogi 

Composed by Andrzej Kurylewicz, 1976 
Daniel Szefer 

 
BENEDICTION 

Rev. Andrzej Totzke, SChr 
Pastor, Holy Trinity Polish Mission;  

Chaplain, The Polish Museum of America 
 

FINALE 
God Bless America 

 
ccbbaadd 
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CASIMIR PULASKI  
A Biography by Jan M. Lorys 

 
Casimir Pulaski was born in Warsaw, Poland. Named after 
a Polish saint, his birthday has been established as March 
6, 1745. Part of the aristocracy, he was educated on the 
family estate at Warka, south of Warsaw, and participated 
in activities befitting his rank and gender. In 1762, he was 
a page in the court of the Duke of Courland, a vassal of the 
Polish King. The Duke’s court was interned by Russian 
forces occupying the area. Pulaski was later released and 
returned to Warka. Based on his experiences of Czarist 
expansionism, he learned contemporary military tactics. 
He was also educated in running farming estates, and took 
part in responsibilities of local and national government, 
as the aristocracy was the class that defended the State, 
elected the King, set foreign policy, and oversaw the 
economy. 
 

THE BAR CONFEDERATION 
In 1764, along with his family, he participated in the 
election of King Stanisław Augustus Poniatowski. The 
Polish monarchy was elective, not hereditary, and only the 
nobility, which made up around 14% of the population, 
had the right to vote. Unfortunately, the system was open 
to bribery and intimidation. By 1766, a significant part of 

the nobility became convinced that the King was a weak monarch, and that the Russian ambassador was 
directing Polish decisions.  
 
The Polish nobility invoked a Confederation on February 29, 1768, a feudal move consisting of a general 
mobilization of the nobility when the country was threatened. Based in the southeastern town of Bar, the Bar 
Confederation counted the Pulaski family amongst its leaders, and young Casimir became one of its military 
commanders. With the Royal Army divided on its loyalty, and as the Confederation did not maintain a 
standing army, its forces were composed of retainers representing various degrees of military training and 
equipment. Their well trained and equipped opponents, the Russian Army, was one of the largest in Europe. 
Relying on what would later be known as guerilla tactics, the Confederation forces, knowing the terrain and 
grouped as small bands, attacked elements of the Russian Army. Sometimes they would form larger bands and 
try to fight larger numbers of Russians. Sometimes they won, sometimes they lost. 
 
Pulaski was one of the luckier commanders, winning some battles, but losing others. Though of an offensive 
frame of mind, he became proficient at fighting defensive battles, first at Berdyczów, then at Okopy Świętej 
Trójcy, or the bastions of the Holy Trinity. The war ebbed and flowed. Bar was captured early on, but the 
Confederation found a temporary ally in the Austrian monarchy. France, under the old maxim, the enemy of 
my enemy is my friend, secretly supported the Poles as a counterweight to the Russians. Reinforced, Pulaski 
captured the shrine at Częstochowa. Pulaski held off the Russians, but this was not a decisive victory to end 
the war. 
 
Confederation forces found refuge in Austria, which remained neutral. Here, the leaders of the Confederation 
proposed a plan to kidnap the King and have him became the figurehead of the struggle and rally the country 
to defeat the invaders of Poland. Pulaski at first opposed the plan, but eventually saw that the nation had to 
rally around someone. He stipulated that no harm come to the King. 
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The abduction on November 3, 1771 happened in such an 
amateurish style, that the king managed to outwit his captors. 
The Russians quickly declared that the king had been the 
target of an assassination attempt and named Pulaski as the 
chief instigator and accused him of attempted regicide. The 
botched kidnapping turned Austria against the 
Confederation, and lost support among those European 
powers that had been secretly supporting the Confederation 
against Russia. Pulaski, seeing that further struggle was 
pointless, ordered his troops in Częstochowa and other 
detachments to disband. He left Poland for good. In 1773, the 
Polish Royal Tribunal sentenced him to death in abstentia 
and stripped him of “all dignity and honors.”  
 
Pulaski found himself in exile in the Ottoman Empire, then at 
war with Czarist Russia. He convinced the Ottoman Turks to 
organize a force of exiled Poles with him in command, but the 
Turks surrendered before these troops could be organized 
and trained. He barely managed to escape to Marseilles. In 
France, he tried to obtain a commission in the French Army, 
but was rebuffed. Stripped of his lands and income and with 
no other prospects of employment, he was placed in debtor’s 
prison until his friends were able to raise funds to pay off his 
debts.  
 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
Fortunately, there were other wars going on in the world. It was 1777, and the American Revolution against 
King George III had been going on for nearly two years. At first, the Colonists fought to preserve their rights as 
British subjects, but on July 4, 1776, they declared independence from the British crown. As a fighter against 

the Czar of Russia and perceived of regicide, Pulaski had a 
certain renown among those recruiting European experts to 
train the Continental forces. The American agents were Silas 
Dean and Benjamin Franklin. Franklin wrote a letter of 
introduction to the American Commander in Chief, 
presenting Pulaski in glowing terms: “Count Pulaski of 
Poland, an officer famous throughout Europe for his bravery 
and conduct in defense of the liberties of his country against 
the three great invading powers of Russia, Austria… may be 
highly useful to our service.” 
 
Pulaski arrived in Marblehead, Massachusetts, near Boston 
on July 23, 1777, as a volunteer. He wrote ahead to General 
Washington, famously stating: “I came here, where freedom is 
being defended, to serve it and to live or die for it.” Although 
Washington did not have the authority to appoint Pulaski to 
any position or salary, Pulaski appeared at the Continental 
Army headquarters, near Philadelphia on August 20, 1777. 
While still without a command or rank, he participated in his 
first battle at Brandywine. When the tide began to turn 
against the American forces, Washington gave Pulaski 
command of his 30-man bodyguard to scout out what the 
British were attempting. The reconnaissance mission 
discovered that the British outflanked the Americans and 
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planned to cut off their line of withdrawal. Washington told Pulaski to hold off the British with his 30 
horsemen and any infantry that would fight until the army could retreat. This Pulaski did, allowing the main 
Army to escape in rather good order, and incidentally, saved the life of Washington. Had Washington been 
killed or captured, the Revolutionary cause would have died out, because the Americans did not have anyone 
with his prestige and determination.  
 
On September 15, 1777, Congress issued orders commissioning Count Pulaski a Brigadier General and in 
charge of the few hundred men in the four regiments of American cavalry. The next day, Brigadier General 
Pulaski, doing a job normally performed by a lieutenant, spotted British forces moving towards the American 
lines. Heeding Pulaski’s warnings issued in French and Polish, Washington organized for battle. However, 
severe weather discouraged both sides from engaging.  
 
On October 4, 1777, he fought at Germantown, the last battle before both sides went into winter camps. 
Pulaski and his cavalry spent the winter of 1777/78 in the Valley Forge area. Pulaski, who had fought the 
Russians in Poland in the winter months, argued that military operations should continue. However, he was 
overruled and instead trained his four cavalry regiments. The American cavalry was not considered a decisive 
arm of battle. Rather than being a screening force, to keep the enemy from finding out your intentions, the 
regiments were used as escorts for supply columns, dispatch riders and bodyguards for the higher officers. 
Pulaski rewrote the cavalry regulations based on his experiences. He even tried to get the Americans to adopt 
the lance.  
 
With winter coming to an end, General Anthony Wayne, one of the better junior generals of the Continental 
Army, was sent on a foraging mission to gather supplies. He requested support from the cavalry. On February 
29, 1778, 50 horsemen led by Pulaski convinced the British that they were being attacked by a much larger 
force. The British retreated back into Pennsylvania.  
 
Despite his good relations with the senior American officers, Pulaski and other foreigners were resented by 
some American who thought that they should hold higher ranks. Also, while Pulaski spoke a few languages, 
English was not one of them; often, his orders were misinterpreted or ignored. Congress was always behind in 
paying the soldiers and reimbursing the commanders for their 
expenses. Pulaski’s request to arm his cavalry with lances was 
also denied. Under such conditions, Pulaski resigned his 
command and left the cavalry under the command of Colonel 
Michael Kovats, a Hungarian volunteer.  
 
At Yorktown in Virginia, Pulaski met with General Horatio 
Gates, who recommended that Pulaski organize a new unit 
that would act independently and according to his desires. 
This unit, a mixture of cavalry and infantry, would be named 
Pulaski’s Cavalry Legion. The unit was filled with European 
volunteers and some Americans and headquartered in 
Baltimore. It numbered about 330, mostly infantry. Due to 
Congress’ chronic financial shortages, Pulaski supported the 
unit from his personal fortune. The Legion received a standard 
from the Moravian Sisters, a Christian religious grouping.  
 
The Legion’s first mission was to defend Egg Harbor, New 
Jersey, near present day Atlantic City. Without artillery, this 
was a mission beyond the capability of the Legion. The British 
force, made up of American Loyalists, was led by a deserter 
from the Legion. They launched a surprise attack on the 
infantry, killing 50 in their sleep and taking few prisoners. 
Pulaski led the Cavalry in a counter maneuver and drove off 
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the attackers. From here, the Legion was transferred to lower 
New York in a campaign against American Loyalists and Native 
Americans supported by the English. He was unhappy that his 
European trained soldiers were best used against British 
regulars and that feeding the right fodder to the mounts was a 
constant problem.  
 
Pulaski and his Legion were rescued by the British decision to 
hold in the North and take the offensive to the Southern 
colonies. On February 2, 1779, he was ordered to build up his 
Legion and to move to South Carolina. Pulaski arrived with his 
cavalry in Charleston on May 8, 1779. The city was threatened 
by the British under Brigadier General Prevost. Pulaski 
launched a series of attacks that stopped the British and also 
stopped the city officials of Charleston from surrendering to 
the British.  
 
While Pulaski suffered from malaria in the South, he remained 
on active duty. The American commander, General Benjamin 
Lincoln, reinforced by the French Army and Navy, decided to 
retake Savannah from the English. The plan was to cutoff the 
city from British naval power by means of the French fleet 
under the command of Admiral Charles Hector d’Estaing. The 
American and French armies were to prevent the British from 

escaping and stopping any help that might come. Hopefully, the garrison would be starved into surrendering. 
Pulaski was placed in charge of the American and French cavalry. His missions were to prevent the British 
from going out into the countryside for food and to scout for any British units coming to the aid of Savannah. 
 
Unfortunately, a large British fleet was reported to be sailing 
towards the South and Admiral D’Estaing decided for an 
assault rather than a siege. Plans were made for an all-out 
assault to take Savannah. Again, treachery was afoot. An 
American Loyalist, posing as an American soldier, warned the 
British. During the attack, Admiral D’Estaing was wounded and 
the French forces wavered. Pulaski led his cavalry to rally the 
French and was wounded by grapeshot. Taken off the 
battlefield, he never regained consciousness. He was placed on 
the brig the WASP to be taken to Charleston for better medical 
treatment. On October 11, 1779, he died aboard the WASP. 
Knowing that Czarist Russia’s reward for Pulaski, either dead 
or alive, might be taken up by the British, they reported the 
body being buried at sea. In truth, he was buried at the 
Greenwich plantation, near Savannah, Georgia. His remains 
were disinterred in 1853, and placed in Casimir Pulaski 
Monument in Monterrey Square in the historic center of 
Savannah the following year. 
 
Illustrations:  
Postcard images featuring Pulaski from the 1939 series, Pictures 
from the Glorious Days of the Polish-American Fraternity, by Arthur 
Szyk. From the PMA Archives Postcard Collections  
 
Color photographs of the Pulaski Monument in Savannah, Georgia, 
with detail. From the PMA Photography Archives Collections 
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RICHARD J. DURBIN

ILLINOIS

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

AB

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

CD

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1304

MAJORITY WHIP

AB

durbin.senate.gov

230 S. DEARBORN STREET 

CHICAGO, IL 60604

(312) 353-4952

525 SOUTH EIGHTH STREET

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703

(217) 492-4062

250 W. CHERRY STREET

CARBONDALE, IL 62901

durbin.senate.gov

711 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1304

(202) 224-2152

1504 THIRD AVENUE

SUITE 227
ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201

(309) 786-5173 (618) 351-1122

SUITE 115-D

NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

SUITE 3892

March 6, 2023

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you this morning to the Polish Museum of America to celebrate Pulaski Day. 
This gathering is a special opportunity to recognize the great work of the Polish Museum of America and the 
life of General Casimir Pulaski.

As you celebrate the life and legacy of General Casimir Pulaski, it is appropriate to honor his courageous 
service to both Poland and the United States. Pulaski's contributions to our nation's fight for independence 
have earned him a special place in history, and his memory continues to inspire us to strive for a better future.

I commend the Polish Museum of America for its dedication to preserving and promoting Polish culture and 
heritage. Your commitment to educating future generations about the rich history of Poland and its people is 
truly admirable. It is also timely amid Poland’s unwavering support for democracy and freedom as Ukraine 
defends against Russia’s brutal invasion. The kindness of the Polish people in welcoming Ukrainian refugees 
with open arms and providing materiel support has been admirable.

I wish you a happy and meaningful Pulaski Day celebration. May this day be filled with pride, joy, and 
renewed commitment to the values and ideals that General Pulaski embodied.

       Very truly yours,

       Richard J. Durbin 
       United States Senator 
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March 2023 
 

Dear Friends of The Polish Museum of America, 
Since 1977, the state of Illinois has been celebrating General Casimir Pulaski Day.  Celebrating 
the man who, through his untraditional tactics, saved the life of George Washington at the 
battle of Brandywine. Mourning the loss of his life at Savannah, while he was fighting for the 
freedom of his adopted country.   
On Pulaski Day, we, Poles, have a chance to reflect on the achievements of our ancestors, some 
famous like Pulaski and Kosciuszko or others who are our close relatives who came to the 
United States to escape oppression.  Those people had great internal fortitude to withstand 
the challenges they were facing in a new world, as they forged futures and secured their 
families.  They, too, should be considered great patriots for what they did to help create this 
great country of ours.  
With this in mind, let us look to places where we, as Americans, can assist the oppressed and 
help them achieve the freedoms that we enjoy in our nation. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

 
James J Robaczewski, ALMI, FIC, ACS 
President 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2023 
 

Dear Friends of The Polish Museum of America, 
Since 1977, the state of Illinois has been celebrating General Casimir Pulaski Day.  Celebrating 
the man who, through his untraditional tactics, saved the life of George Washington at the 
battle of Brandywine. Mourning the loss of his life at Savannah, while he was fighting for the 
freedom of his adopted country.   
On Pulaski Day, we, Poles, have a chance to reflect on the achievements of our ancestors, some 
famous like Pulaski and Kosciuszko or others who are our close relatives who came to the 
United States to escape oppression.  Those people had great internal fortitude to withstand 
the challenges they were facing in a new world, as they forged futures and secured their 
families.  They, too, should be considered great patriots for what they did to help create this 
great country of ours.  
With this in mind, let us look to places where we, as Americans, can assist the oppressed and 
help them achieve the freedoms that we enjoy in our nation. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

 
James J Robaczewski, ALMI, FIC, ACS 
President 
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Re: Pulaski Day 

Monday, March 6, 2023 

Polish Museum of America 

 

Dear President Owsiany and Directors of the Polish Museum of America, 

I want to take this opportunity to wish you and yours a very happy Pulaski Day. Today, 
all Illinoisans come together to recognize General Casmir Pulaski’s courageous legacy, 
whether fighting against Russian aggression in Poland or serving with George 
Washington as the “Father of the American Cavalry.”  
 
Throughout his life, Casmir Pulaski demonstrated that no matter who you are, or where 
you come from, those who love freedom, and their country can overcome tremendous 
odds to make a difference.  
 
Chicago is proud to host the largest Polish community outside of Poland, and Pulaski 
Day reminds us of the important role Polish immigrants have played in the history of our 
great city and state, and indeed, throughout the United States.  
 
I’m very proud to join with the Polish Museum of America and the residents of Chicago 
in celebrating the life and accomplishments of General Pulaski, and all that he gave to 
our city and nation.   

With thanks and respect, 

 
City Treasurer Melissa Conyears-Ervin 
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HONORARY GUESTS 
 

Marek Adamczyk 
Director, Jan Karski Polish School 

 
Hon. Frank Aguilar 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
16th District 

 
Rev. Richard Alejunas, SDB 

Pastor, Ss. John Bosco & James 
 

Hon. George Alpogianis 
Mayor, Niles 

 
Peter Alter 

Chief Historian & Director, Studs Terkel Center  
for Oral History, Chicago History Museum 

 
Hon. Alma Anaya 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  
7th District 

 
Hon. Jaime Andrade 

IL State Representative, 40th District 
 

Wanda Antczak 
Director, Fryderyk Chopin Polish School 

 
Tadeusz Antoniak 

First Vice Commander, Polish Army  
Veterans Association of America 

 
Hon. Omar Aquino 

IL State Senator, 2nd District 
 

Anna Awakowicz 
Principal, Thaddeus Kosciuszko  
7th Air Escadrille Polish School 

 
Eugene Bak 

PMA Life Member 
 

Consul Malgorzata Bak-Guzik 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago 

 
Sigita Balzekas 

Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture 
 

Joann Skvarek Banvich 
Director, First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association 

 
Maria Baran 

Director, Holy Trinity Polish School 
 

Chester Barbasiewicz 
PMA Life Heritage Member 

 
Tom Barnes 

United Polish Club of Elyria 
 

Hon. Ronald Bartkowicz 
Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Rev. Andrzej Bartos 

Pastor, Ss. Bruno & Richard 
 

Agnieszka Bastrzyk 
Secretary Treasurer, PRCUA; Vice President – Internal 

Affairs, Polish American Chamber of Commerce 
 

Hon. Gerald Bennett 
Mayor, Palos Hills 

 
Teresa Berezowski 

 
Pamela & Harlan Berk 

PMA Life Members 
 

Elzbieta Berkowicz 
Director, Maria Sklodowska Curie Polish School 

 
Stella Bezdziecki 

Director, Mikolaj Kopernik Polish Language School 
 

Hon. Joseph Biden 
President, United States of America 

 
Louis & Charlene Bielakowski 

PMA Life Heritage Members 
 

Bob & Eleanor Bielenda 
PMA Life Members 

 
Zofia Biernadska 

Veteran of the Polish II Corps,  
Polish Army Veterans Association of America, Post 90 

 
Barbara Bilszta 

General Director, Paderewski Symphony Orchestra 
 

Malgorzata Blaszczuk 
President, Polish Journalists Association in America 

 
Dee Blicharski 

PMA Life Member 
 

Rev. Michal Blicharski, OCIS 
Mission Director, Our Lady Mother  

of the Church/ Polish Mission 
 

Dr. George Bobinski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Walter Bochenek 

Vice President, Polish American  
Congress - Illinois Division 

 
Colleen Bonkowski 

Director, PRCUA District 10 
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Hon. Mike Bost 

U.S. Representative, 12th Congressional District of IL 
 

Krzysztof Bozejewicz 
Polish Underground Movement Study Trust,  

London, Great Britain 
 

Hon. Scott Britton 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

14th District 
 

Commissioner Yumeka Brown 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District  

Board of Commissioners 
 

Brenda Bruce & Alvin M. Fountain II 
 

Dr. Peter Brukasz 
President, Polish American Medical Society 

 
Valerie Brumm 

Director, PRCUA District 10 
 

Marta Bryszewska 
Director, Ignacy Domeyko Polish Library,  

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 

Piotr Brzek 
President, Chicago Union of Upper Silesians 

 
Anna Buchmann 

Director, Polish Museum in Rapperswil, Switzerland 
 

Hon. Elizabeth Budzinski 
Associate Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Hon. Nikki Budzinski 

U.S. Representative, 13th Congressional District of IL 
 

Hon. Walter Burnett, Jr. 
Alderman, City of Chicago 27th Ward 

 
Thomas & Ann Burzycki 

PMA Life Members 
 

Rev. Anthony Bus, CR 
Pastor, St. Stanislaus Kostka 

 
Marcella Bush 

President, Polish Educational & Cultural Foundation 
 

Hon. Nick Caiafa 
Mayor, Schiller Park 

 
Krzysztof Calka 

Chief Specialist, Division III for Financing Ministry 
Programs, Department of Finance, Ministry of Culture  

& National Heritage, Poland 
 
 

 
Hon. George Cardenas 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Review 1st District 
 

Hon. Felix Cardona 
Alderman, City of Chicago 31st Ward 

 
Hon. Sean Casten 

U.S. Representative, 6th Congressional District of IL 
 

Hon. Cristina Castro 
IL State Senator, 22nd District 

 
Very Rev. Joshua Caswell, SJC 

Pastor, St. John Cantius 
 

Hon. Javier Cervantes 
IL State Senator, 1st District 

 
John Chitkowski 

Legal Counsel, PMA 
 

Kazimierz Chlebek 
PMA Life Member 

 
Bogdan Chmielewski 

President/ CEO, Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union 
 

Eugeniusz Chmielowski 
President, Siberian Society of USA 

 
Joanna Cholewinski 

Director, PRCUA District 7 
 

Tania Chwala 
 

Steve Chybowski 
President, Polish Center of Wisconsin 

 
Hon. Kathryn Ciesla 
Mayor, Northbrook 

 
Maria & Richard Ciesla 

President Emeritus, PMA; PMA Life Members 
 

Dr. Marta Cieslak 
President, Polish American Historical Association 

 
Hubert Cioromski 

Chairman, Copernicus Foundation 
 

Myron Cislo 
Director, PRCUA District 8 

 
Dr. Geraldine Balut Coleman 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Lakesia Collins 
IL State Representative, 9th District 

 
 

Muzeum Polskie Pulaski Day 2023.indd   20Muzeum Polskie Pulaski Day 2023.indd   20 2/27/2023   3:23:34 PM2/27/2023   3:23:34 PM



 
Hon. Melissa Conyears-Ervin 

Treasurer, City of Chicago 
 

Barbara Cooper 
PMA Life Member 

 
Anthony Crissie 

President & CEO, Crissie Insurance Group 
 

Hon. Margaret Croke 
IL State Representative, 12th District 

 
Virginia Cudecki 

Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Joy Cunningham 
Justice, First District, Illinois Supreme Court 

 
Hon. Bill Cunningham 

IL State Senator, 18th District 
 

The Most Rev. Blase Cupich 
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 

 
Hon. John Curran 

IL State Senator, 41st District 
 

Rev. Eryk Czarnecki 
Pastor, St. Gertrude 

 
Yola Czosnyka 

Director, St. Raphael Kalinowski Polish School 
 

Tomasz Dabrowski 
Vice Commander/ Financial Secretary,  

Polish Army Veterans Association of America, Post 90 
 

Hon. Tom Dailly 
Mayor, Schaumburg 

 
Hon. John Daley 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
11th District 

 
Hon. Thomas Dart 

Sheriff, Cook County 
 

George David 
Director, PRCUA District 1 

 
Mary David 

Benjamin & Frances David Foundation 
 

Commissioner Cameron Davis 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District  

Board of Commissioners 
 

Hon. Danny Davis 
U.S. Representative, 7th Congressional District of IL 

 

 
Hon. Dennis Deer 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
2nd District 

 
Hon. Bridget Degnen 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
12th District 

 
Hon. Eva Dina Delgado 

IL State Representative, 3rd District 
 

Mary Derwinski 
Polish Women's Alliance of America  

Charitable & Educational Foundation 
 

Ihor Diaczun 
President, Ukrainian Congress Committee  

of America - Illinois Division 
 

Rev. Dr. Andrzej Dobrzynski 
Director, Center for Documentation & Research  

of the Pontificate of John Paul II, Rome, Italy 
 

Dr. Robert Domzal 
Director, National Maritime Museum, Gdansk, Poland 

 
Joseph & Judith Drobot, Jr. 

President Emeritus, PRCUA; PMA Life Members 
 

Hon. Kimberly Du Buclet 
Vice President, Metropolitan Water Reclamation 

District Board of Commissioners 
 

Hon. Tammy Duckworth 
U.S. Senator, State of Illinois 

 
Hon. Andrzej Duda 

President of the Republic of Poland 
 

Dariusz Dudek 
Advisor to the President of Poland 

 
Lukasz Dudka 

General Director,  
Polish Daily News – Dziennik Zwiazkowy 

 
Anna Dunajewska 

Director, Czeslaw Milosz Polish School 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Dutka 
PMA Life Members 

 
Peter Dykas 

President, Chicago Society Foundation 
 

Walter Dynowski 
Treasurer, PRCUA Adult Culture Group 

 
Elizabeth Dynowski 

Director, PRCUA District 8 
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Col. Maciej Dyzla 

Polish Army, Poland’s NLR to HQ SACT 
 

Wieslawa Dziedzic 
Director, Gen. Wladyslaw Anders Polish School 

 
Rev. Canon Thaddeus Dzieszko 

Pastor, St. Faustina Kowalska 
 

Tom Eckert 
District 2 Director, Polish Falcons of America 

 
Hon. John Egofske 

Mayor, Lemont 
 

Camille Einoder 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Laura Ellman 

IL State Senator, 21st District 
 

Hon. Timothy Evans 
Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
 

 
Tom Eckert 

District 2 Director, Polish Falcons of America 
 

Hon. John Egofske 
Mayor, Lemont 

 
Camille Einoder 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Laura Ellman 
IL State Senator, 21st District 

 
Hon. Timothy Evans 

Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Kathy Evans 
President, Legion of Young Polish Women 

 
Hon. Sara Feigenholtz 

IL State Senator, 6th District 
 

Monica Felix 
Executive Director, Chicago Cultural Alliance 

 

 

 
 

Illinois Governor Daniel Walker signing the Pulaski Day bill  
at the Polish Museum of America, September 9, 1973. 

From the PMA Photography Archives Collections 
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Iwona Filipiak 

President, Polish American Chamber of Commerce 
 

Lidia & Jerzy Filus 
President, Kosciuszko Foundation - Chicago Chapter; 

President, Council of Educators in Polonia;  
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Laura Fine 

IL State Senator, 9th District 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Finie 
PMA Life Heritage Members 

 
Robert Flor 

PMA Life Member 
 

Commissioner Patricia Flynn 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 

Board of Commissioners 
 

Hon. Bill Foster 
U.S. Representative, 11th Congressional District of IL 

 
Hon. Kimberly Foxx 

State Attorney, Cook County 
 

Hon. Robyn Gabel 
IL State Representative, 18th District 

 
Hon. Bridget Gainer 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
10th District 

 
Tomasz Galek 

PMA Life Member 
 

Joanna Galica 
Director, Mikolaj Rej Polish School 

 
Rev. Maciej Galle 

Pastor, St. Priscilla 
 

Jon Gandelot 
President, Edward T. &  Ellen K. Dryer  

Charitable Foundation 
 

Clare Ann Gaouette 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Marcelino Garcia 

Chairman of Finance, Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District Board of Commissioners 

 
Hon. Jesus Garcia 

U.S. Representative, 4th Congressional District of IL 
 

Hon. James Gardiner 
Alderman, City of Chicago 45th Ward 

 

Rev. Augustin Garza 
Associate Pastor, St. Helen/ Our Lady of Unity 

 
Irena & Brian Gavaghan 

PMA Life Members 
 

Urszula Gawlik 
2nd Vice President, Polish Teachers Association  

in America; Director, Tadeusz Kosciuszko School  
of Polish Language 

 
Hon. Christopher Getty 

Mayor, Lyons 
 

Hon. Alexander Giannoulias 
Secretary of State, State of Illinois 

 
Hon. Ann Gillespie 

IL State Senator, 27th District 
 

Minister Piotr Glinski 
Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland; 

Minister of Culture & National Heritage 
 

Alicja & Ryszard Glowacki 
PMA Life Heritage Members 

 
Jolanta Gluch 

Director, Wanda Rutkiewicz Language Academy 
 

Rev. Piotr Gnoinski 
Pastor, St. Ferdinand 

 
Hon. Andrew Goczkowski 

Mayor, Des Plaines 
 

Zygmunt Golinski 
Honorary Commander,  

Polish Army Veterans Association of America, Post 90 
 

Hon. Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz 
IL State Representative, 17th District 

 
Rev. Grzegorz Gorczyca 

Pastor, St. John the Evangelist 
 

Hon. Monica Gordon 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  

5th District 
 

Anna Grabarek 
Director, Jan Matejko Polish School 

 
Elizabeth & Konrad Grabowski 

PMA Life Members 
 

Marian Grabowski 
Vice President, Polish National Alliance 
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Jacek Graca 

Vice President, Polish American  
Congress - Illinois Division 

 
Victoria Granacki 

Secretary, PMA; PMA Life Member 
 

Agnieszka Granatowska 
Executive Director, Polish & Slavic Center 

 
Hon. Jonathan Green 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Deborah Greenlee 
PMA Life Member 

 
Dorota Grobel 

Director, I.J. Paderewski School of the Polish Language 
 

Vice Consul Agata Grochowska 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago 

 
Edward Grodecki, Jr. 

PMA Life Member 
 

Annette Grodecki-Stone 
PMA Life Member 

 
Rev. Ryszard Gron 
Pastor, St. William 

 
Christopher Grzadziel 

President, Chicago Society PNA 
 

Tadeusz Gubala 
President, Polish Resistance AK Foundation 

 
Hon. David Guerin 
Mayor, River Grove 

 
Hon. Angelica Guerrero-Cuellar 

IL State Representative, 22nd District 
 

Donald & Lucille Gutowski 
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Will Guzzardi 

IL State Representative, 39th District 
 

Krzysztof Hanusiak 
President, Polish American  

Contractors Builders Association 
 

Hon. David Haracz 
Associate Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Hon. Don Harmon 

IL State Senator, 39th District 
 
 

 
Hon. Napoleaon Harris 

IL State Senator, 15th District 
 

Jolanta Harrison 
Director, Academy of Polish Language & Culture 

 
Hon. Michael Hastings 

IL State Senator, 19th District 
 

Andrew & Bozenna Haszlakiewicz 
2nd Vice President, Chicago Society PNA;  

PMA Life Members 
 

Caroline Haszlakiewicz & Mariusz Monte-Christo 
PMA Life Members 

 
Anna & Ferdynand Hebal 

PMA Life Members 
 

Hon. Elizabeth Hernandez 
IL State Representative, 2nd District 

 
Elsie Hernandez 

Executive Director, Haitian American  
Museum of Chicago 

 
Hon. Suzanne Glowiak Hilton 
IL State Senator, 23rd District 

 
Aneta Hoffmann 

Poland360 Foundation 
 

Hon. Brian Hopkins 
Alderman, City of Chicago 2nd Ward 

 
Robert Hughes 

Partner, Frank Baker & Co., Ltd. 
 

Hon. Mattie Hunter 
IL State Senator, 3rd District 

 
Danuta Inglot 

Polish Resistance AK Foundation 
 

Hon. Johnathan Jackson 
U.S. Representative, 1st Congressional District of IL 

 
L. Jessica Jagielnik 
PMA Life Member 

 
Elizabeth Jakubowicz 

Kasia's Deli, Inc. 
 

Micheline Jaminski 
Vice President, PRCUA; Vice Chair, PMA;  

Treasurer, Polish American Congress, 
 

Richard Jaminski 
Artistic Director , Wesoly Lud  

Polish Folk Dance Company of PRCUA 
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Rev. Krzysztof Janczak 

Pastor, St. Thomas of Villanova 
 

Dorota Janiszewska-Jakubiak 
Director, National Institute of Polish  

Cultural Heritage Abroad POLONIKA, Poland 
 

Rev. Stanislaw Jankowski, CR 
Pastor, St. Hyacinth Basilica 

 
Dorota Jarczewska 

Chief Specialist, Division for Polish Cultural Heritage 
Abroad, Department for Cultural Heritage Abroad & 

Memorial Sites, Ministry of Culture & National Heritage 
 

Christopher Jaworowski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Donata Jaworska 

Head, Division for Polish Cultural Heritage Abroad, 
Department for Cultural Heritage Abroad & Memorial 

Sites, Ministry of Culture & National Heritage 
 

Krystyna Jaworska 
J.Z. Umiastowska Foundation, Rome, Italy 

 
Thomas Jesionowski 

Director, PRCUA District 5 
 

Hon. Arlene Jezierny 
Mayor, Harwood Heights 

 
Monica Jirak 

Executive Director, Dank Haus  
German American Cultural Center 

 
Hon. Adriane Johnson 

IL State Senator, 30th District 
 

Hon. Brandon Johnson 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  

1st District 
 

Hon. Thaddeus Jones 
Mayor, Calumet City 

 
Hon. Emil Jones 

IL State Senator, 14th District 
 

Hon. Frederick Kaegi 
Assessor, Cook County 

 
Rev. Marcin Karwot, SVD 

Pastor, St. Joseph the Worker 
 

Donald Kearns, Sr 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Robin Kelly 

U.S. Representative, 2nd Congressional District of IL 

 
Hon. Michael Kelly 

IL State Representative, 15th District 
 

Debra Kerr 
President, Intuit: Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art 

 
John Kielczewski 

President, CSA Fraternal PMA Life Member 
 

Katarzyna Kiliszek 
Chief Specialist, Department of Popularization of 

Archival Activities, Head Office of State Archives, Poland 
 

Amelia Kirchoff & Jolanta Sonkin 
PMA Life Members 

 
Maria Klimchak 

Curator, Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago 
 

Kazimierz Klimek 
Secretary, Polish Army Veterans  
Association of America, Post 90 

 
Marzena Klimek 

Director, St. Brother Albert's Polish School 
 

Ronald Klimley 
President, Polonus Philatelic Society 

 
Magdalena Klos 

Director, St. Urszula Ledochowska Polish School 
 

Sr. Julia Knurek 
Archivist, Center for Documentation & Research of the 

Pontificate of John Paul II in Rome, Italy 
 

Ewa Koch 
President, Polish Teachers Association in America; 
Director, Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski Polish School, 

 
Adrienne Kochman 

Curator, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
 

James & Czeslawa Kolak 
PMA Life Members 

 
Sr. Beata Koltun 

Director, Fr. Ignacy Posadzy Polish Catholic School 
 

Joanna & Bogdan Konsur 
PMA Life Members 

 
Camille Kopielski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Allison Koppel 

CEO, American Fraternal Alliance 
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Iwona Drag Korga 

President & Executive Director, Jozef Pilsudski  
Institute of America, New York 

 
Kinga Koscielniak 

Director, Rev. Stanislaw Cholewinski Polish School 
 

Patrick Kosowski 
Director, PRCUA District 4 

 
Walter Kotaba 

President, TV Polvision - Polstudios, Inc. 
 

Marek & Agnieszka Kowalczyk 
Director, PMA; PMA Life Members 

 
Jadwiga Kowalska 

Director, Archives of the Polish Catholic Mission  
in England & Wales, London, Great Britain 

 
Hon. Steven Kozicki 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Michael Krajewski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Justyna Kralisz 

Director, Center for the Development of Polish 
Education Abroad, Ministry of Education & Science; 

Head of Girl Scouts, Scouting Association  
of the Republic of Poland 

 
Hon. Raja Krishnamoorthi 

U.S. Representative, 8th Congressional District of IL 
 

Dr. Anna Krochmal 
Director, Department of Popularization of Archival 

Activities, Head Office of State Archives, Poland 
 

Dr. Kornelia Krol 
President, Federation of Polish Medical Organizations 

Abroad; Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 
 

Claire Kania Krol 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Daniel Kubasiak 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Elzbieta Kucek 
Director, Jan Brzechwa Polish Language School 

 
Kevin Kucik 

Director, PRCUA District 7 
 

Jeffery Kuderski 
Executive Director, Polish Center of Wisconsin 

 
Alicja Kuklinska 

Secretary, Polish National Alliance 
 

John Kulczycki 
PMA Life Member 

 

 
 

General Casimir Pulaski 
(1745-1779) 
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Henry Kulesza 

PMA Life Member 
 

Rev. Krzysztof Kulig 
Pastor, St. Thomas Becket 

 
Paulina Kulka 

1st Vice President, Legion of Young Polish Women 
 

Christopher Kurczaba 
PMA Life Member 

 
Zenon Kurdzie 

1st Vice President, Chicago Society PNA 
 

Michelle & Henry Kurzydlowski, MD 
PMA Life Members 

 
Stephen & Jamie Kusmierczak 

Director, PMA; PMA Life Members 
 

Helen Kutza 
PMA Life Member 

 
Timothy Kuzma 

President, Polish Falcons of America 
 

Rev. Wojciech Kwiecien 
Pastor, Blessed Martyrs of Chimbote 

 
Hon. Daniel La Spata 

Alderman, City of Chicago 1st Ward 
 

Daniel Lach 
Director, Jan Kochanowski  

School of Polish Culture & Language 
 

Teofil Lachowicz 
“Weteran” Editor,  

Polish Army Veterans Association of America 
 

Hon. Darin LaHood 
U.S. Representative, 16th Congressional District of IL 

 
Stanislaw Latek 

President, Polish Institute of Arts & Sciences in Canada - 
Wanda Stachiewicz Polish Library, Montreal, Canada 

 
Rev. Waldemar Latkowski, CSSR 

Pastor, Our Lady of Czestochowa & Charity 
 

Andrew Lech 
Director, PRCUA District 6 

 
Mark & Barbara Levandoski 

PMA Life Members 
 

Sophie Levandoski 
PMA Life Member 

 

Libby Levandoski-Wilhelm & Peter Wilhelm 
PMA Life Members 

 
Luke & Marisa Lewandowski 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Seth Lewis 
IL State Senator, 24th District 

 
Hon. Kimberly Lightford 

IL State Senator, 4th District 
 

Rosalie Jankowski Lindberg 
PMA Life Heritage Member 

 
Rev. Robert Lojek 

Pastor, Mary, Undoer of Knots 
 

Rev. Grzegorz Lorens 
Pastor, St. Monica & St. Rosalie 

 
Jan Lorys 

PMA Life Member 
 

Carleen Lorys 
PMA Life Member 

 
Conrad & Iwona Lowell 

Lowell International Company 
 

Hon. Bill Lowry 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 

3rd District 
 

Rev. Tomasz Ludwicki, SCH 
Pastor, St. Ladislaus 

 
Piotr Lugowski 

Chief Manager, Protection of Polish Cultural Heritage 
Abroad Program, National Institute of Polish Cultural 

Heritage Abroad POLONIKA, Poland 
 

Hon. Thaddeus Machnik 
Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 

 
J. Omar Magana 

Executive Director, OPEN Center for the Arts 
 

Ambassador Marek Magierowski 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland 

 
Thaddeus Makarewicz 

PMA Life Member 
 

Tomasz Makowski 
Director General, National Library, Poland 

 
Dorothy Malachowski 

President, Gift From the Heart Foundation 
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Cynthia Maleski 

President, First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association 
 

Eugenia Maresh 
President, Polish Underground Movement Study Trust, 

London, Great Britain 
 

Chester Markiewicz 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Diann Marsalek 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Hon. Iris Martinez 
Clerk, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Krzysztof Matyszczyk 

Chair, Polish Slavic Federal Credit Union 
 

Rita Rose Mauermann 
PMA Life Member 

 
Jozef Mazurek, MD 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Tony McCombie 

IL State Representative, 89th District 
 

Hon. Dan McConchie 
IL State Senator, 26th District 

 
Bozena Nowicka McLees 

Interdisciplinary Polish Studies,  
Loyola University Chicago 

 
Ann Melichar 

President, Advocates Society 
 

Hon. Susana Mendoza 
Comptroller, State of Illinois 

 
Robert Michalak 
PMA Life Member 

 
Malgorzata Michalczyk 

Chief Specialist Subsidy Department, Department for 
Cooperation with the Polish Diaspora & Poles Abroad, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Poland 
 

Conrad Miczko 
PMA Life Member 

 
Lucyna Migala 

The Lira Ensemble 
 

Mario Mikoda 
President, Copernicus Foundation 

 
 
 

 
Hon. Donna Miller 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  
6th District 

 
Dr. Lucja Mirowska-Kopec 

President, Alliance of Polish Clubs 
 

Dr. Jolanta Miskowiec 
Director, Department for Cultural Heritage Abroad  

& Memorial Sites, Ministry of Culture  
& National Heritage, Poland 

 
Victoria Mixon 

Director, PRCUA District 5 
 

Tadeusz Mlynek 
Director, St. Margaret Mary Polish School 

 
Karin Moen Abercrombie 

Executive Director, Swedish American Museum 
 

Felix Molski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Stanley Moore 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  
4th District 

 
Hon. Josina Morita 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
13th District 

 
Walter Morris 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Julie Morrison 
IL State Senator, 29th District 

 
Hon. Kevin Morrison 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
15th District 

 
Hon. Sean Morrison 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners 
17th District 

 
Hon. Martin Moylan 

IL State Representative, 55th District 
 

Hon. Laura Murphy 
IL State Senator, 28th District 

 
Barbara Musial 

Director, St. Faustyna Kowalska Polish Catholic School 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Muszalski 
President, PRCUA Adult Culture Group;  

PMA Life Members 
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Hon. Anthony Napolitano 

Alderman, City of Chicago 41st Ward 
 

Rev. Mariusz Nawalaniec 
Pastor, St. Albert the Great 

 
Alicja Nawara 

Corresponding Secretary, Polish Teachers  
Association in America; Director, PMA, 

 
Karol Nawrocki 

President, Institute of National Remembrance, Poland 
 

Hon. P. Scott Neville, Jr. 
Justice, First District, Illinois Supreme Court 

 
Donald Nickerson 

Illinois Commander, Polish Legion  
of American Veterans - USA 

 
Beata Niebrugge 

Chair, Polish Scouting Organization of Illinois 
 

Michael Niedzinski 
President, Polish American Congress - Illinois Division 

 
Wojciech Niewrzol 

Artistic Director, Paderewski Symphony Orchestra 
 

BG Krzysztof Nolbert 
Defense, Military, Naval & Air Attaché,  

Embassy of the Republic of Poland 
 

Conrad Nowak 
Warsaw Committee Chair, Chicago  

Sister Cities International 
 

Henrietta Nowakowski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Mr. & Mrs. William Nowakowski 

PMA Life Members 
 

Hon. Thomas Nowinski 
Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Dorota & Piotr Nowobilski 
PMA Life Heritage Members 

 
Christopher Nowotarski 

President, Polish American Congress  
Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

 
Pan Jozef Oberaitis 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Mary O'Brien 

Justice, Third District, Illinois Supreme Court 
 
 

 
Billy Ocasio 

CEO, National Museum of Puerto Rican Arts & Culture 
 

Paul Odrobina 
Vice President, PMA 

 
Bogdan Ogorek 

Director, Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union; 
President, Tatra Mountain Cultural Foundation; 

Director, PMA 
 

Marek Ogorek 
Vice President, Tatra Mountain Cultural Foundation 

 
Jeanine Okonek 

PMA Life Member 
 

Gregory Olma 
Director, PRCUA District 2 

 
Dr. Jay Orbik 

PMA Life Member 
 

Sharon Orlowski 
Director, PMA 

 
Hon. Aaron Ortiz 

IL State Representative, 1st District 
 

Jon Osada 
PMA Life Member 

 
Dr. Agnieszka Oskiera 

Director, Gen. Casimir Pulaski Saturday School 
 

Alicja Otap 
Editor in Chief, Polish Daily News – Dziennik Zwiazkowy 

 
Hon. David Overstreet 

Justice, Fifth District, Illinois Supreme Court 
 

Michael Ozog 
PMA Life Member 

 
Christopher & Barbara Ozog 

PMA Life Members 
 

Wallace & Joann Ozog 
President Emeritus, PRCUA; PMA Life Members 

 
Mark Ozog 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Cristina Pacione-Zayas 
IL State Senator, 20th District 

 
Stanley & Janice Pajerski 

PMA Life Members 
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Jeffrey Pakula 

PMA Life Member 
 

Jeanette Palanca 
Director, First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association 

 
Anna Palasz 

Director, Adam Mickiewicz Polish School 
 

Malgorzata Palka 
Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 

 
Daniel Pankiewicz 
PMA Life Member 

 
Drs. Anna & Richard Paré 

PMA Life Members 
 

Kiki Paré 
PMA Life Member 

 
Alexandra Paré 

PMA Life Member 
 

Radoslaw Paternoga 
History of Maritime Education Department,  
National Maritime Museum, Gdansk, Poland 

 
Mark Pawelic 

Vice President, Polish American Police Association 
 

 
Agata Pawlowska-Borek 

Director, Polish Language School 
 

Beata Pawlowski 
Director, Jan III Sobieski Polish School  

of Language & Culture 
 

Andrzej & Anna Pawlowski 
President, Polish American Engineers Association;  

Vice President, PMA; PMA Life Members 
 

Hon. Christopher Pecak 
Mayor, Lisle 

 
Hon. Barrett Pedersen 
Mayor, Franklin Park 

 
Hon. Robert Peters 

IL State Senator, 13th District 
 

Hon. Diane Pezanoski 
Associate Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Cynthia Piech 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. James Pieczonka 
Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Hon. Corinne Pierog 

Board Chair, Kane County 
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Dr. Pawel Pietrzyk 

General Director of State Archives, Poland 
 

Hon. David Pileski 
Mayor, Roselle 

 
Robert Pine 

President, Polish Genealogical Society of America; 
Director, PMA 

 
Krystyna Piorkowska 

 
Barbara & Jan Plachta 

PMA Life Members 
 

Dr. Dobroslawa Platt 
Director, Polish Library POSK in London, Great Britain 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Anton Pliska 

PMA Life Members 
 

Danuta Plyer 
PMA Life Member 

 
Commissioner Daniel Pogorzelski 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District  
Board of Commissioners; PMA Life Member 

 
Rev. Jozef Polak, SJ 

Rector, Shrine of the Sacred Heart 
 

Richard Poremski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Mike Porfirio 

IL State Senator, 11th District 
 

Hon. Toni Preckwinkle 
President, Cook County Board 

 
Hon. J.B. Pritzker 

Governor, State of Illinois 
 

Col. (Ret.) Jennifer Pritzker 
PMA Life Member 

 
Bozena Prus 

PMA Life Member 
 

Krzysztof Przemieniecki 
Department of International Cooperation, Ministry 

of Education & Science, Poland 
 

Izabela Przybyla 
Director, Polish School of King Casimir the Great 

 
Rev. Walter Ptak 
Chaplain, PRCUA 

 
 

Mira Puacz 
PMA Life Member 

 
Bogdan Pukszta 

Executive Director, Polish American  
Chamber of Commerce 

 
Cpt. (Ret.) Ronald Pytel 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Anthony Quezada 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  

8th District 
 

Hon. Mike Quigley 
U.S. Representative, 5th Congressional District of IL 

 
Hon. Marty Quinn 

Alderman, City of Chicago 13th Ward 
 

Dr. Ewa Radwanska 
Vice President, Polish American Medical Society;  

PMA Life Member 
 

Dr. John Radzilowski 
Director, Polish Institute of Culture & Research 

 
Steve Rakowski 

Chairman, Polish American Association 
 

Hon. Delia Ramirez 
U.S. Representative, 3rd Congressional District of IL 

 
Hon. Carlos Ramirez-Rosa 

Alderman, City of Chicago 35th Ward 
 

Hon. Kwame Raoul 
Attorney General, State of Illinois 

 
Rev. Piotr Rapcia 

Pastor, St. Zachary 
 

Regina Rathnau 
President, National Advocates Society 

 
Minister Zbigniew Rau 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 
 

Hon. Ariel Reboyras 
Alderman, City of Chicago 30th Ward 

 
Bernarda Redlinska 

Director, Nicolaus Copernicus School of Polish Language 
 

Hon. Jesse Reyes 
Appellate Court Justice, IL First District 

 
Mary Jane Robles 

Director, PMA 
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Hon. Elizabeth Rochford 

Justice, Second District, Illinois Supreme Court 
 

Pietro Rogacien 
President,  Foundation of the Memorial Museum  

of the Polish II Corps, Italy 
 

Hon. Larry Rogers Jr. 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Review  

3rd District 
 

Elzbieta Rogowska 
Director, Department of Restitution  

of Cultural Property, Ministry of Culture  
& National Heritage, Poland 

 
Marie & Richard Rogowski 

PMA Life Members 
 

Katarzyna Romanowska 
President, You Can Be My Angel Foundation 

 
Blanka Rosenstiel 

Rosenstiel Foundation 
 

Sondra Stevenson Rothe 
PMA Life Member 

 
Renata Rudnicki 

Director, Juliusz Slowacki Polish School 
 

John Russick 
Senior Vice President, Chicago History Museum 

 
Susan & Neal Ryan 

PMA Life Heritage Members 
 

Tomasz Rzymkowski 
Vice Minister of Education & Science, Poland 

 
Elizabeth Sadus 

Director, PRCUA District 9 
 

Gregory Sakowicz, STL 
Rector, Holy Name Cathedral 

 
Hon. Rossana Rodriguez Sanchez 

Alderman, City of Chicago 33rd Ward 
 

Stanislaw Sarna 
President, Polish Highlanders Alliance of North America 

 
Hon. Angelo Saviano 

Mayor, Elmwood Park 
 

Hon. Janice Schakowsky 
U.S. Representative, 9th Congressional District of IL 

 
Joan Schmidt 

PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Bradley Schneider 

U.S. Representative, 10th Congressional District of IL 
 

Christina Schneider 
Director, Polish Language Academy 

 
Eleanore Klebek Scott 

PMA Life Member 
 

Jaroslaw Sellin 
Vice Minister of Culture & National Heritage, Poland 

 
Piotr Semeniuk 

Director, Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Education & Science, Poland 

 
Commissioner Eira Sepulveda 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District  
Board of Commissioners 

 
Vernon Seymour 
PMA Life Member 

 
Thomas Sieja 

President, Polish American Police Association 
 

Anna Siek 
Director, Konarski Language School 

 
Hon. Mike Simmons 

IL State Senator, 7th District 
 

Hon. Elgie Sims 
IL State Senator, 17th District 

 
Ben Sipiora 

Director, PMA 
 

Marek Skulimowski 
President & Executive Director, Kosciuszko Foundation 

 
Rev. Marek Smolka 

Pastor, St. Francis Borgia 
 

Joan Smuda & Norman Schroeder 
PMA Life Members 

 
Ilona Sobiech 

1st Vice President, Polish Teachers Association in 
America; Director, Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School 

 
Daniel Sobol 

PMA Life Member 
 

Anna Sokolowski 
Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 

 
Hon. Eric Sorensen 

U.S. Representative, 17th Congressional District of IL 
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Renata Spik-Dabrowska 

Director, Kolbe School of Polish Language 
 

Hon. Nicholas Sposato 
Alderman, City of Chicago 38th Ward 

 
Commissioner Mariyana Spyropoulos 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District  
Board of Commissioners 

 
Karen & Robert Stanuch 

PMA Life Members 
 

Rev. Waldemar Stawiarski 
Pastor, Ss. Cyril & Methodius 

 
Stanislaw Stawski 

Polish Resistance AK Foundation 
 

Rev. Rafal Stecz 
Pastor, St. Daniel the Prophet 

 
Hon. Samantha Steele 

Commissioner, Cook County Board of Review  
2nd District 

 
Hon. Kari Steele 

President, Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
Board of Commissioners 

 
Anna Stefanicka 

General Secretary, Pilsudski Institute  
in London, Great Britain 

 
Hon. Bradley Stephens 

IL State Representative, 20th District 
 

Michael Stetz 
National Commander, Polish Legion  

of American Veterans - USA 
 

Hon. Juliana Stratton 
Lt. Governor, State of Illinois 

 
Harold Streator & Kinga Rzyska 

PMA Life Members 
 

Helena Studencka 
Correspondent, Polish Highlanders Alliance  

of North America 
 

Matthew Sularski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Catherine Sularski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Stephen & Agnieszka Sularski 

PMA Life Members 
 

 
Robert Sularski 

PMA Life Member 
 

Barbara Szuba 
Director, Holy Cross Polish School 

 
Helen Szulc 

PMA Life Member 
 

Raymond Szydlo 
Vice President, Crissie Insurance Group 

 
Halina Szyrzyna 

Director, St. John Paul II Polish School 
 

Janusz & Linda Szyszko 
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Daniel Tannhauser 

Mayor, Norridge 
 

Hon. Gerald Tarka 
Treasurer, Calumet City 

 
Greg Temple 

CEO, Catholic Order of Foresters 
 

Hon. Mary Jane Theis 
Chief Justice, First District, Illinois Supreme Court 

 
Thomas Tirpak 

PMA Life Member 
 

Lydia Tkaczuk 
President, Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago 

 
Wladyslawa Toczycka 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Charles Tokar 
Mayor, Chicago Ridge 

 
Steve Tokarski 

President, Polish American Congress - Indiana Division 
 

Rev. Zdzislaw Torba 
Pastor, St. John Brebeuf 

 
Eugene Trela 

PMA Life Member 
 

Antoinette Trela & John Schoen 
President, Anawim Shelter for the Homeless;  

PMA Life Heritage Members 
 

Hon. Maggie Trevor 
Commissioner, Cook County Board of Commissioners  

9th District 
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Teresa David Troncale 

Benjamin & Frances David Foundation 
 

Turano Family 
PMA Life Members 

 
John & Kathy Tylka 
PMA Life Members 

 
Sebastian Tyrakowski 

Deputy Director, Museum of Emigration, Gdynia, Poland 
 

Malgorzata Tys 
Director, St. Blase Polish Catholic School 

 
Dean Uminski 

Treasurer, PMA; PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Lauren Underwood 
U.S. Representative, 14th Congressional District of IL 

 
Betty Uzarowicz 

Director, PMA; PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Anna Valencia 
Clerk, City of Chicago 

 
Hon. Patricia Van Pelt 

IL State Senator, 5th District 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Versen, Sr. 
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Karina Villa 

IL State Senator, 25th District 
 

Hon. Celina Villanueva 
IL State Senator, 12th District 

 
Hon. Gilbert Villegas 

Alderman, City of Chicago 36th Ward 
 

Hon. Ram Villivalam 
IL State Senator, 8th District 

 
Hon. Lora Vitek 

Mayor, St. Charles 
 

Martin Wachna 
CEO, Polish National Union of America 

 
Elizabeth Wadowski 

PMA Life Member 
 

Hon. Scott Waguespack 
Alderman, City of Chicago 32nd Ward 

 
Andreas Waldburg-Wolfegg 

PMA Life Member 
 

 
Hon. Mark Walker 

IL State Representative, 53rd District 
 

Fr. Jacek Walkiewicz, SCH 
Provincial Superior, Society of Christ 

 
Hon. Ursula Walowski 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Rev. Grzegorz Warmuz 
Pastor, St. Fabian 

 
Dorota Waskiewicz 

Director, Emilia Plater Polish School 
 

Hon. Krzysztof Wasowicz 
Mayor, Justice 

 
Iwona Wegrzyn-Bochenska 

Warsaw Committee Chair, Chicago  
Sister Cities International 

 
Julie & Bob Weiss 
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Emanuel Chris Welch 

IL State Representative, 7th District 
 

Anetta Wesolowska 
3rd Vice President, Polish Teachers  

Association in America 
 

Joseph Wesolowski 
President, Polish Singers Alliance of America District 1 

 
Hon. Lisa Holder White 

Justice, Fourth District, Illinois Supreme Court 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Wiet 
PMA Life Members 

 
Hon. Jawaharial Williams 

IL State Representative, 10th District 
 

Hon. Ann Williams 
IL State Representative, 11th District 

 
Mary Wisniewski 

Director of Communications, Circuit Court  
of Cook County Office of  Chief Judge 

 
Stefan Wladysiuk 

Librarian, Polish Institute of Arts & Sciences in Canada - 
Wanda Stachiewicz Polish Library, Montreal, Canada 

 
Grazyna Wojciak 

Director, Gen. W. Sikorski Polish School 
 

Rev. Tomasz Wojciechowski, CR 
Pastor, Blessed Carlo Acutis 
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Hon. Gregory Wojkowski 

Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 
 

Irena Wozniak 
Director, Zbigniew Herbert Polish School  

of Language & Culture 
 

Hon. E. Kenneth Wright, Jr. 
Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County 

 
Rev. Jacek Wrona 

Pastor, Sacred Heart 
 

The Most Rev. Andrew Wypych 
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Chicago 

 
Mary Lou Wyrobek 

President, Polish Singers Alliance of America 
 

Rev. Michael Wyrzykowski 
Pastor, St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

 
Hon. Karen Yarbrough 

Clerk, Cook County 
 

Rafal Zachara 
Director, Maria Konopnicka Polish School 

 
Kazimierz Zaleski 

President & Director, Historical & Literary Society/ 
Polish Library in Paris, France 

 
Margaret Zalewski 
PMA Life Member 

 
Andrzej Zapalski 

Polish Resistance AK Foundation 
 

Stanislawa Zawadzinska 
PMA Life Member 

 
Rev. Sebastian Zebrowski 

Associate Pastor, Immaculate Conception  
- Five Holy Martyrs 

 
Marek Zebrowski 

Program Director & Curator, USC Polish Music Center 
 

Joanna & Carlos Zelaya 
PMA Life Members 

 
Andrzej Zgiet 

President, Polish Immigration Association 
 

Christine Zielonka 
Polish Resistance AK Foundation 

 
Rev. Michael Zoufal 

Pastor, St. Joseph 
 

Halina Zurawski 
Director, St. Ferdinand Polish Catholic School 

 
Rev. Lawrence Zurek, OFCV 

Rector, National Shrine of St. Maximilian Kolbe 
 

Bozena & Arie Zweig 
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Handwritten letter by Pulaski, reporting to General Benjamin Lincoln on the enemy at Savannah, on 
September 14, 1779 – less than one month before the assault in which he was mortally wounded.  

From the PMA Archives Gen. Kazimierz Pulaski Collection 
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The Polish Heritage Corridor designation was passed by the Illinois General 
Assembly on March 31, 2022 and signed into law by Governor JB Pritzker on 
June 10, 2022. Thanks to State Representative Delia Ramirez and State Senator 
Cristina Pacione-Zayas who sponsored the legislation, and ensured HB 5581 
was passed by both Chambers. The Polish Museum of America and the Polish 
American Chamber of Commerce supported the legislation and worked with 
the legislators for the bill’s passage. The bill designates the Polish Heritage 
Corridor as part of Illinois Route 21, otherwise known as Milwaukee Avenue, 
that begins at Sangamon Street in Chicago, just south of the PMA, and ends 
with Greenwood Road in the Village of Niles.  The sign was designed by artist 
and graphic designer Tania Chwala.  At today's Pulaski Day Commemoration 

state officials unveil the sign that will be posted along the 
Milwaukee Avenue Polish Heritage  Corridor.
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

43RD ANNUAL SUMMER GALA

5035 N RIVER RD, SCHILLER PARK, IL 60176

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
MALGORZATA PALKA (708) 831-3206

OR BY E-MAIL TO:
GALA@POLISHMUSEUMOFAMERICA.ORG

WWW.POLISHMUSEUMOFAMERICA.ORG

FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2023
Save the date

Allegra Banquets

Silent Auction, Dinner, & Dancing

Please join us for our
annual fundraiser
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James J. Robaczewski – President 
Micheline I. Jaminski – Vice President 

Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk – Secretary Treasurer 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Rev. Cannon Walter Ptak – Chaplain Joanna Cholewinski – District 7 
George David – District 1 Kevin Kucik – District 7 
Gregory Olma – District 2 Myron Cislo – District 8 

Patrick Kosowski – District 4 Elizabeth Dynowski – District 8 
Thomas Jesionowski – District 5 Elizabeth Sadus – District 9 

Viktoria Mixon – District 5 Colleen Bonkowski – District 10 
Andrew Lech – District 6 Valerie Brumm – District 10 
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James J. Robaczewski – Chair 
Micheline I. Jaminski – Vice Chair 

Richard Owsiany – President 
Andrew Pawlowski – Vice President 

Paul Odrobina – Vice President 
Dean Uminski – Treasurer 
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John Chitkowski – Legal Counsel 

Rev. Andrzej Totzke, SChr – Chaplain 
Maria Ciesla – President Emeritus 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Consul General of the Republic Bogdan Ogorek 
of Poland in Chicago * Sharon Orlowski 

Virginia Cudecki Malgorzata Palka 
Marek Kowalczyk Robert Pine * 
Kornelia Krol, MD Mary Jane Robles 

Stephen Kusmierczak Ben Sipiora 
Hon. Thaddeus Machnik Anna Sokolowski 

Alicja Nawara Betty Uzarowicz 
 *Honorary 
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