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The idea of an annual fund raiser benefiting The Polish Museum of America grew out of 
a genuine concern for its continued, viable existence….Your presence here tonight 
convinces us that the idea found full acceptance and that we have truly succeeded in 
establishing a tradition in the Polish American community: an annual Summer Ball for 
the benefit of The Polish Museum of America which will become even more elegant and 
profitable as the years go by.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The poppy was chosen as the symbol of the Summer Gala 
because it is both a beautiful and common summer wild flower of Poland,  
symbolizing Flanders’s field to Americans and Monte Cassino to the Poles.
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Celebrating  
the 90th anniversary of its founding

 
THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

45TH SUMMER GALA  
 

 

 
 
 

Friday, June 13, 2025 
 

O’Hare Tech Center  

2025 Spirit Award Recipients 
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA 
45TH SUMMER GALA COMMITTEE 

 
 

Małgorzata Kot, Richard Owsiany

 
SPECIAL THANK YOU 

ł

’

 
ADDITIONAL THANKS 

Iwona Bożek
Barbara Kożuchowska

Małgorzata Palka
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AGNIESZKA J. BASTRZYK 

Malgorzata Kot’s class

Agnieszka maintains involvement with Chicago’s Polonia. She served as Secretary, Treasurer and Vice 

MATEUSZ BOMBA 
TONIGHT’S MASTER OF CEREMONIES

known throughout Chicago’s Polish American 

Mateusz married the love of his life, Victoria Gavaghan (a PRCUA member and Wesoły Lud alumna), and 

Mateusz’s contribution to the
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

ł

ł

“ ”

planning tonight’s elegant evening. I also want to thank the 45th Sum

Bog Zaplac
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SŁOWO DYREKTOR ZARZĄDZAJĄCEJ 

Szanowni Państwo, Drodzy Przyjaciele Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce, 
Moja praca w Muzeum to 30 lat kolistej służby dookoła jednego celu i jednego tematu. Od lat 

zadziwiają i wspierają mnie Ludzie Muzeum. Wielu z Nich, z Was, znajduje się na tej Sali. Byliście 
ze mną Państwo w chwilach trudnych nawet silniej niż w radosnych. W roku jubileuszowym 90
istnienia Muzeum zadaję sobie pytanie: „Czy dorastamy postawami i oddaniem poprzednikom: Panu 
Mieczysławowi Haimano
światło, wizję, wiedzę i charyzmat? Czy podobnie wytyczamy cele naszej placówce? Historia nas 

Ogarniając wzrokiem 90 letnie dziedzictwo jakim jest nasze wspólne Muzeum, chcę wyznać, 
że jesteście drodzy Państwo wielką moją radością. Z każdej relacji wynoszę naukę. Nieprzebrane 
zbiory i kolekcje pięknie zabezpieczone przez moich nieocenionych i oddanych współ
czekają na możliwość wypłynięcia na wierzch. Takie chwile zdarzają się coraz częściej. Cieszy mnie 
radość badaczy, ich fascynacja, pochylanie nad zbieranymi od lat z pietyzmem pamiątkami, zachwyt 
nad poddanymi konserwacji dziełami sztuki. Zapamiętuję te chwile obrazami, nie zapominam 
odczuć, szczególnie pielęgnuję te miłe. Takie wspomnienia z historii MPA zbieram jak paciorki. 
Pracujemy jak zawsze zespołowo; pracownicy, wolontariusze, Rada Dyrektorów –
członkowie i sympatycy. Budujemy wspólnie kulturalne mosty wspieramy się w każdy możliwy 

Współpraca z naszą matczyną organizacją, Zjednoczeniem Polskim Rzymsko
w Ameryce układa się ogromnie pomyślnie. Powołani przez nich do życia jesteśmy jak w rodzinie 
i zawsze możemy liczyć na ich wsparcie i pomoc. Współpraca z Ministerstwem Kultury i Dzi
Narodowego, Ministerstwem Spraw Zagranicznych, Instytutem Polonika, Instytutem Piłsudskiego, 
Archiwami Państwowymi, Konsulatem RP w Chicago wiele nas uczy. Błogosławieni jesteśmy 
Osobami, które pozostają naszymi darczyńcami, cichymi Aniołami, które często nie podają 
do wiadomości publicznej nazwisk, a finansowo uskrzydlają nasze działania i jesteśmy za Ich pomoc 
z serca wdzięczni. Dziękuję naszym sponsorom, gratuluję Wszystkim, którzy przyczynili się 
do sukcesu Gali, w szczególności Komitetowi Balowemu pod kierownictwem naszej długoletniej 
wolontariuszki i współpracownicy Agnieszki Bastrzyk, którą poznaliśmy także od tej balowej 
utalentowanej strony. Dzięki Swojej pracowitości i zgodnemu charakterowi dojdzie daleko!

Gratuluję zaprzyjaźnionemu z nami od lat i ceniącemu nasze zbiory Przewodniczącemu Rady 
Słowiańskiej Federalnej Unii Kredytowej Krzysztofowi Matyszczykowi, 

dziękujemy za wszechstronne wparcie, które sprowadza w nasze progi nowych i radosnych ludzi. 
Gratuluję także tym, którzy strzegą naszego pokoju i porządku, zawsze gotowi są wyciągnąć do nas 
pomocną dłoń, czyli członkom Stowarzyszenia Polsko Amerykańskich Policjantów, Polish American 
Police Association (PAPA). Indywidualnie Pan Krzysztof Matyszczyk i członkowie PAPA 
organizacja otrzymują od MPA nagrodę Ducha Polskości w roku jubileuszowym 2025. Pięknie 
wpisujecie się Państwo w poczet nagrodzonych. To dla nas zaszczyt móc obcować z Wami!

Dziękuję wszystkim za pełen obchodów jubileuszowy rok! Życzę Państwu wspaniałej zabawy 
i rychłych odwiedzin w naszym wspólnym Muzeum!
Niech Wam Bóg błogosławi!

Małgorzata Kot
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           June 13, 2025

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to The Polish Museum of America’s (PMA) 45th Annual Summer Gala.  
This gathering is a special opportunity to recognize the great work of PMA and the Polish American 
community.

Since 1935, PMA has preserved the history of Polish Americans in the United States and has served as a 
resource for Polish culture and heritage.  This year’s gala commemorates PMA’s 90th Anniversary and 
celebrates its unique history as the oldest ethnic museum in the country.  Through exhibitions and activities, 
PMA shares the achievements of Polish Americans and offers visitors a chance to learn about the legacy of 
immigration in our country.  I applaud your commitment to PMA.
 
Again, I would like to extend my warmest wishes to tonight’s attendees for your dedication to PMA and the 
Polish American community.  Congratulations on all your work and achievements. 

       Very truly yours,

       Richard J. Durbin 
       United States Senator 
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TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
ILLINOIS  

COMMITTEES 

ARMED SERVICES 
 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

 
 

June 13, 2025 
 
 

Mr. Richard Owsiany 
984 North Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60642 

 
 

Greetings Friends: 
 
I am pleased to welcome you to the 45th Annual PMA Summer Gala, hosted by the 
Polish Museum of America (PMA). I would like to thank the PMA for organizing this 
meaningful event. 
 
This special occasion reflects the PMA’s continued dedication to its mission of 
preserving the past to benefit the future. As we mark 90 years since the Museum’s 
founding, we recognize the enduring contributions of those who have supported its 
growth and success. Congratulations to Krzysztof Matyszczyk for receiving the Polish 
Spirit Award in the individual category. His leadership and service to the community 
are truly commendable. I also extend heartfelt congratulations to the Polish American 
Police Association, honored in the organizational category, for their commitment to 
promoting heritage and supporting the Museum’s work. 
 
I join the community in thanking you all for your continued support. The Polish 
Museum of America plays a vital role in promoting cultural understanding, preserving 
history and enriching lives through education, exhibitions and public programs. We 
thank you for your remarkable contributions to the community. 
 
My very best to all of you on this special occasion. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUITE 524 
HART BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202) 224–2854 

 
SUITE 3900 

KLUCZYNSKI FEDERAL BUILDING 
230 S. DEARBORN STREET 

CHICAGO, IL 60604 
(312) 886–3506 

 
8 SOUTH OLD STATE CAPITOL PLAZA 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701 
(217) 528–6124 

 
EURMA C. HAYES CENTER 
441 EAST WILLOW STREET 
CARBONDALE, IL 62901 

(618) 677–7000 

 
SUITE 2 

1823 2ND AVENUE 

ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201 
(309) 606–7060 

SUITE 460 
23 PUBLIC SQUARE 

BELLEVILLE, IL 62220 
(618) 722–7070 

TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
ILLINOIS  

COMMITTEES 

ARMED SERVICES 
 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

 
 

June 13, 2025 
 
 

Mr. Richard Owsiany 
984 North Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60642 

 
 

Greetings Friends: 
 
I am pleased to welcome you to the 45th Annual PMA Summer Gala, hosted by the 
Polish Museum of America (PMA). I would like to thank the PMA for organizing this 
meaningful event. 
 
This special occasion reflects the PMA’s continued dedication to its mission of 
preserving the past to benefit the future. As we mark 90 years since the Museum’s 
founding, we recognize the enduring contributions of those who have supported its 
growth and success. Congratulations to Krzysztof Matyszczyk for receiving the Polish 
Spirit Award in the individual category. His leadership and service to the community 
are truly commendable. I also extend heartfelt congratulations to the Polish American 
Police Association, honored in the organizational category, for their commitment to 
promoting heritage and supporting the Museum’s work. 
 
I join the community in thanking you all for your continued support. The Polish 
Museum of America plays a vital role in promoting cultural understanding, preserving 
history and enriching lives through education, exhibitions and public programs. We 
thank you for your remarkable contributions to the community. 
 
My very best to all of you on this special occasion. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUITE 524 
HART BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202) 224–2854 

 
SUITE 3900 

KLUCZYNSKI FEDERAL BUILDING 
230 S. DEARBORN STREET 

CHICAGO, IL 60604 
(312) 886–3506 

 
8 SOUTH OLD STATE CAPITOL PLAZA 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701 
(217) 528–6124 

 
EURMA C. HAYES CENTER 
441 EAST WILLOW STREET 
CARBONDALE, IL 62901 

(618) 677–7000 

 
SUITE 2 

1823 2ND AVENUE 

ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201 
(309) 606–7060 

SUITE 460 
23 PUBLIC SQUARE 

BELLEVILLE, IL 62220 
(618) 722–7070 



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24

 

 
ul. Madalińskiego 101, 02-549 Warszawa | tel: 22 270 1466 | kontakt@polonika.pl | www.polonika.pl  

NIP 521 380 69 59 | REGON 369021810 | RIK 107/2017 
 

    

 

IDzGP/2025/72      Warszawa, 3 czerwca 2025 r. 

 
 
 

Pan 
Ryszard Owsiany 
Prezes 
Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce 
 
Pani 
Małgorzata Kot 
Dyrektor Zarządzająca 
Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce 

 
 
Szanowni Państwo,  
 
uprzejmie dziękuję za zaproszenie na 45. Galę Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce – wydarzenie 
od lat trwale wpisuje się w historię i misję Państwa niezwykle zasłużonej Instytucji. Z żalem 
informuję, że – z uwagi na zobowiązania zawodowe – nie będę mogła osobiście uczestniczyć 
w tegorocznej, jubileuszowej Gali. Proszę o przyjęcie moich serdecznych pozdrowień, które 
kieruję zarówno do Organizatorów Gali, jak i wszystkich Gości zgromadzonych podczas tego 
wyjątkowego, jubileuszowego spotkania.  

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce, powołane do istnienia w 1935 roku jako Muzeum  
i Archiwum Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce (a formalnie 
utworzone dwa lata później), należy do grona najstarszych i największych muzeów etnicznych 
w Stanach Zjednoczonych. Podziw i dumę budzą imponujące kolekcje Państwa Instytucji, 
poloniki, od dziewięciu dekad gromadzone ofiarnym wysiłkiem kolejnych generacji 
amerykańskiej Polonii. Od wielu lat Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce pozostaje też jednym  
z najważniejszych ośrodków życia kulturalnego Polonii na kontynencie 
północnoamerykańskim. Na podkreślenie zasługuje fakt, że we wrześniu ubiegłego roku 
byliście Państwo gospodarzami sesji Stałej Konferencji Muzeów, Archiwów i Bibliotek 
Polskich na Zachodzie – dorocznego spotkania najważniejszych instytucji kultury i pamięci 
polskiej diaspory z całego świata.  
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Kierowany przeze mnie Instytut POLONIKA, od chwili swego powstania, podjął bliską 
i aktywną współpracę z Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce. Jej wymiernymi efektami są liczne 
wspólne przedsięwzięcia, w tym m.in. konserwacja w ubiegłych latach ponad pięćdziesięciu 
dzieł wybitnych polskich artystów: obrazów, rzeźb, zabytków rzemiosła artystycznego, 
witraży. Wierzę głęboko, że ta owocna współpraca będzie kontynuowana w kolejnych latach, 
tak na polu konserwacji, jak badań i popularyzacji polskiej spuścizny kulturowej z kolekcji 
Muzeum.  

Korzystam ze sposobności, by złożyć serdeczne gratulacje Pani dyrektor Małgorzacie 
Kot, obchodzącej jubileusz trzydziestolecia pracy w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce. 

       
Z wyrazami szacunku 

 

 

Katarzyna Sokołowska 

dyrektorka Instytutu POLONIKA 

Elektronicznie podpisany przez 
Katarzyna Sokołowska 
Data: 2025.06.05 15:39:04 +02'00'
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Naczelna Dyrekcja Archiwów Państwowych

ARCHIWÓW PAŃSTWOWYCH
Paweł Pietrzyk

Szanowni Państwo

Małgorzata Kot
Dyrektor Zarządzający 

ństwo

ragnę serdecznie podziękować 45. Galę Muzeum 
upamiętniającą rocznicę powołania do życia placówki przez 

Żałuję, że ze względu na inne obowiązki 
służbowe mogę osobiście wziąć udziału w ważn uroczystości

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce jest jednostką o zasadniczym znaczeniu dla
amerykańskiego dziedzictwa.

Archiwa Państwowe od lat starają się wspierać organizacje polonijne. Stawiamy sobie za 
cel zachowanie i powiększanie zbiorów istotnych z punktu widzenia kraju i 

współpracujemy od wielu umożliwiają
oraz współdziałając w Stałej Konferencji Muzeów, Archiwów i Bibliotek Polskich na 

. Jestem przekonany, że nasza wspólna działalność daje widoczne i trwałe efekty. 
przykładem są wydane przez Archiwa Państwowe „Informator o zasobie 
archiwalnym Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce” wraz z anglojęzyczną wersją wydaną w 

„Rada Polonii Amerykańskiej [1936] 1938
archiwalnym” omawia zawartość największego i jednego z 
najcenniejszych zespołów archiwalnych przechowywanych w Archiwum Muzeum Polskiego w 
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Naczelna Dyrekcja Archiwów Państwowych

Dziękuję Panu Prezesowi Ryszardowi Owsianemu i Pani Dyrektor Małgorzacie Kot 
wieloletnią, owocną współpracę, a przede wszystkim za niezłomne zaangażowanie w 
pielęgnowanie i promowanie polskiego dziedzictwa i kultury za oceanem.

życzę
działalności – pełnej nowych pomysłów, inspirujących projektów i wspólnych 

działań na rzecz utrwalania amerykańskiego dziedzictwa i kultury.
Mam nadzieję, że już w niedalekiej przyszłości będę miał okazję spotkać się z Państwem 

osobiście

Łączę wyrazy szacunku
dr Paweł Pietrzyk
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Polish Scouting Organization – Z.H.P, Inc. 
National Headquarters 

 
Związek Harcerstwa Polskiego 

Zarząd Okręgu w 
 Stanach Zjednoczonych   

 

email: okregusa@zhp.org   website: okregusa.zhp.org 
 
 
 
 
Szanowni Państwo, 
Zarząd oraz Pracownicy Polish Museum of America, 
 
 
Z okazji Jubileuszu 90-lecia istnienia Polish Museum of America, w imieniu Zarządu Okręgu Związku Harcerstwa 
Polskiego w Stanach Zjednoczonych, składam najserdeczniejsze gratulacje oraz wyrazy głębokiego uznania za 
wieloletnią, niezastąpioną działalność na rzecz zachowania dziedzictwa i historii Polonii w Ameryce. 
 
Od chwili powstania Muzeum z inicjatywy Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce, instytucja ta 
pełni kluczową rolę jako strażnik naszej wspólnej pamięci narodowej. Przez dziewięć dekad gromadziliście i 
pielęgnowaliście bezcenne pamiątki kultury, sztuki i historii, które są nie tylko źródłem wiedzy, ale i dumy dla 
kolejnych pokoleń Polonii. 
 
Dla Związku Harcerstwa Polskiego w USA Muzeum było i jest nieocenionym partnerem w wychowaniu młodzieży 
w duchu patriotyzmu, służby i przywiązania do polskich korzeni. Współpraca między ZHP a Muzeum trwa niemal 
od początku naszej obecności w Stanach Zjednoczonych. Harcerze i harcerki regularnie odwiedzają Muzeum, 
uczestnicząc w lekcjach historii, wystawach i wydarzeniach, które pozwalają im lepiej zrozumieć i poczuć 
bogactwo polskiego dziedzictwa. 
 
Wasza misja ma szczególne znaczenie w dzisiejszym świecie, gdzie budowanie tożsamości młodych ludzi wymaga 
świadomego kontaktu z historią i kulturą. Polish Museum of America nie tylko chroni przeszłość, ale kształtuje 
przyszłość – inspirując, ucząc i jednocząc. 
 
Z całego serca życzę dalszych sukcesów w realizacji tej ważnej misji. Niech kolejne lata przyniosą Muzeum jeszcze 
więcej odwiedzających, nowych inicjatyw oraz nieustającego wsparcia ze strony Polonii i społeczności 
amerykańskiej. 
 
Z wyrazami szacunku i harcerskim pozdrowieniem, 
 
 
Czuwaj! 
 
 
 
 
 
Zbigniew Pisanski, hm 
Przewodniczący Zarządu Okręgu 
Związek Harcerstwa Polskiego w Stanach Zjednoczonych 
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Polish American Congress 
 

6100 N. Cicero Ave., Chicago, IL 60646 
P: (773)286-0500            E: frank.spula@pna-znp.org  

WWW.PAC1944.ORG 

 

Serving the interests of Polish Americans since1944 

  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
May 29, 2025 
 
 
Dear Members of the Polish Museum of America, 
 
On behalf of the Polish American Congress, I extend my sincerest congratulations to the Polish 
Museum of America on celebrating a remarkable 90 years! 
 
Over the past nine decades, the PMA has served as a vital cornerstone of our community, uniting us 
through our shared story as Polish Americans. The Museum has done an outstanding job preserving 
our history, allowing us to learn from those who came before us, cherish their stories, and pass them 
on to future generations. It offers a space for all of us to embrace our pride and shared identity as 
Polish Americans. 
 
From showcasing extraordinary artifacts and hosting workshops, lectures, and cultural events, to 
organizing tours for Polish school students, the PMA continues to provide meaningful opportunities 
for people of all ages to connect with our heritage. 
 
The PMA has also played an important role in preserving key aspects of the history of the Polish 
American Congress, a contribution for which we are deeply grateful. 
 
To all who have contributed to the PMA’s remarkable success, I offer my heartfelt wishes for 
continued achievements and many more years devoted to preserving and celebrating our Polish-
American heritage. 
 
Congratulations! 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
Frank J. Spula, FLMI 
President 
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POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THE U.S. OF N.A. 
6100 North Cicero Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60646-4385 • (773) 286-0500 

www.pna-znp.org 

May 29, 2025 

 

Dear Friends of the Polish Museum of America, 

Congratulations on celebrating 90 incredible years! 

The Polish Museum of America is a true treasure of the Polish-American community. As the 
largest institution of its kind, the PMA has spent decades preserving our shared history, 
documenting the triumphs, artistry, and accomplishments of Polish Americans.  

Thanks to the dedication of countless benefactors and volunteers, the PMA continues to welcome 
all who seek to immerse themselves in the rich and beautiful history of Polish Americans. Its 
diverse collections feature prestigious artifacts spanning various time periods and associated with 
prominent historical figures. 

The Polish National Alliance deeply values its long-standing relationship with the PMA. Thanks 
to the PMA’s dedication, the histories of individual organizations, including our own, are also 
preserved, enriching the vibrant mosaic of our community. 

I commend all those behind the PMA’s outstanding legacy and wish you continued success in 
preserving and celebrating our Polish-American story for many more years.  

May the Polish Museum of America continue to inspire pride, unity, and cultural appreciation for 
generations to come! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Frank J. Spula, FLMI 
President 
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POLISH SPIRIT AWARD RECIPIENTS 

“Preserving the Past to Benefit the Future ” 
Prof. Ewa Radwańska, MD, PhD 

Halina and Stanisław Urbaniak 

Dziennik Związkowy –
–

Kasia’s Deli, Inc.

Polish Women’s Alliance of America
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA 
proudly presents the 

POLISH SPIRIT AWARD 
to 

KRZYSZTOF MATYSZCZYK 
in the individual category 

 
 

and to the 

POLISH AMERICAN 
POLICE ASSOCIATION 

in the organization category 
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KRZYSZTOF MATYSZCZYK

Krzysztof Matyszczyk was born in Elbląg, Poland. He graduated from the Faculty of History 
at the University of Warsaw. In the late 1970s, he emigrated to the United States, where he 
continued his studies at New York universities, including Columbia University and Baruch 
College. In 1984, he founded Fidelity Tax & Insurance Brokerage Corporation – a company 
specializing in tax and insurance services. Since 1994, he has served as an authorized 
representative for his clients before the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. His work in the field 
has garnered recognition from New York officials, who have described him as “an 
outstanding entrepreneur and community leader.”            

He has been a member of the Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union for 45 years. In 1997, he 
was elected to the PSFCU Board of Directors as Treasurer, and for the past decade, he has 
served as Chairman. Under his leadership, the Credit Union has experienced significant and 
steady growth, opening new branches and surpassing 120,000 members. He actively 
represents PSFCU, participates in major Polish-American events such as the Pulaski Day 
Parade, and engages with public officials from Poland and the United States.

Mr. Matyszczyk is a co-founder and long-time treasurer of the Polish-American Business 
Club, which has promoted Polish cultural heritage in the U.S. for many years. In 2019, he 
was awarded the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland for his 
service to the Polish diaspora. Most recently, in 2024, he was honored by New York City 
Mayor Eric Adams for his contributions to the Polish-American community.

Privately, he is a proud husband and father of three, and as of two months ago, he is a 
grandfather of little Konrad.  
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THE POLISH-AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION 
 

Serving with Honor, Celebrating Heritage, Strengthening Community 
 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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President Kania introduced Mieczyslaw Haiman as the first curator, archivist, and 
librarian to undertake this monumental task. It was Haiman who started collecting 
historical me-mentos through appeals via press releases for artifacts such as old books, 
newspapers, periodicals, program books, letters, photographs, old coins, and medals. 
The response was enormous and very soon, the Museum needed to expand and 
continues to do so to this very day. 

Today’s Great Hall of the Polish Museum was originally a banquet/performance venue 
with a balcony. The first floor had multiple storefronts, accommodating five stores, 

including a printer, diner, 
recruitment center for Haller’s 
army and a haberdashery. The 
Paderewski room on the second floor was at one time 
divided into offices for a doctor and a lawyer. The 
modifications of the PRCUA building lasted 
throughout 1936, and in 1937, the Polish Museum of 
America was officially opened with a grand gala in the 
Great Hall, attended by many dignitaries including 
Polish Consul Waclaw Gawronski and Chicago 
Mayor Edward Joseph Kelly, with President Kania as 
the “man of the hour.” 

The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (PRCUA) is the oldest Polish fraternal organization in the United 
States still in existence. Since 1873, its mission has been to provide financial security to its members through 
life insurance and annuity products, and offering opportunities for cultural, educational and spiritual growth. In 
serving the cultural needs of the Polish American community, the PRCUA was instrumental in the founding of 
the Archives and Museum of the PRCUA which evolved into the Polish Museum of America (PMA).

It was in 1935 that the foundation of what is now known as the Polish Museum of 
America was laid. The idea, however, was cultivated much earlier. By the 1890’s, the 
population of Poles in America had reached 800,000, with the majority in Chicago. In 
1891, a Polish library and national museum was established in Chicago, but was 
later moved to Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania. In 1931, a 
fire destroyed all the collections at the college leaving Polonia without a site 
attesting to its presence.

The need for a Polish museum in the United States was again on the forefront 
of discussions within Polish circles, but it was the Polish Roman Catholic 
Union of America that brought it home, literally, back to Chicago. It is within the 
headquarters of the PRCUA that the heart of Polonia – the Polish Museum of 
America – beats, residing on several floors of this historic building. 

Credit goes to PRCUA President Joseph L. Kania, who in 1935 acted upon the motions 
of delegates of the 39th and 40th Conventions of the PRCUA to collect documents 
regarding Poland and Polonia for study by future generations within a single institution. 
He re-searched museums in Poland and, upon his return, President Kania 
enthusiastically stated, “That it is 
the museums and archives that 
most accurately reflect national 
culture and historic events, and that 
they not only record the high degree 
of a nation’s learning but serve also 
as a center and workshop for 
academic and scientific research, 

contributing to the growth of enlightenment, and that there, in 
Polonia, they will evoke the respect of others for Poles in 
America. I propose the establishment of a permanent 
museum and archives of Polonia at the Polish Roman 
Catholic Union.”
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President Kania introduced Mieczyslaw Haiman as the first curator, archivist, and 
librarian to undertake this monumental task. It was Haiman who started collecting 
historical me-mentos through appeals via press releases for artifacts such as old books, 
newspapers, periodicals, program books, letters, photographs, old coins, and medals. 
The response was enormous and very soon, the Museum needed to expand and 
continues to do so to this very day. 

Today’s Great Hall of the Polish Museum was originally a banquet/performance venue 
with a balcony. The first floor had multiple storefronts, accommodating five stores, 

including a printer, diner, 
recruitment center for Haller’s 
army and a haberdashery. The 
Paderewski room on the second floor was at one time 
divided into offices for a doctor and a lawyer. The 
modifications of the PRCUA building lasted 
throughout 1936, and in 1937, the Polish Museum of 
America was officially opened with a grand gala in the 
Great Hall, attended by many dignitaries including 
Polish Consul Waclaw Gawronski and Chicago 
Mayor Edward Joseph Kelly, with President Kania as 
the “man of the hour.” 

The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (PRCUA) is the oldest Polish fraternal organization in the United 
States still in existence. Since 1873, its mission has been to provide financial security to its members through 
life insurance and annuity products, and offering opportunities for cultural, educational and spiritual growth. In 
serving the cultural needs of the Polish American community, the PRCUA was instrumental in the founding of 
the Archives and Museum of the PRCUA which evolved into the Polish Museum of America (PMA).

It was in 1935 that the foundation of what is now known as the Polish Museum of 
America was laid. The idea, however, was cultivated much earlier. By the 1890’s, the 
population of Poles in America had reached 800,000, with the majority in Chicago. In 
1891, a Polish library and national museum was established in Chicago, but was 
later moved to Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania. In 1931, a 
fire destroyed all the collections at the college leaving Polonia without a site 
attesting to its presence.

The need for a Polish museum in the United States was again on the forefront 
of discussions within Polish circles, but it was the Polish Roman Catholic 
Union of America that brought it home, literally, back to Chicago. It is within the 
headquarters of the PRCUA that the heart of Polonia – the Polish Museum of 
America – beats, residing on several floors of this historic building. 

Credit goes to PRCUA President Joseph L. Kania, who in 1935 acted upon the motions 
of delegates of the 39th and 40th Conventions of the PRCUA to collect documents 
regarding Poland and Polonia for study by future generations within a single institution. 
He re-searched museums in Poland and, upon his return, President Kania 
enthusiastically stated, “That it is 
the museums and archives that 
most accurately reflect national 
culture and historic events, and that 
they not only record the high degree 
of a nation’s learning but serve also 
as a center and workshop for 
academic and scientific research, 

contributing to the growth of enlightenment, and that there, in 
Polonia, they will evoke the respect of others for Poles in 
America. I propose the establishment of a permanent 
museum and archives of Polonia at the Polish Roman 
Catholic Union.”

To this very day, the PRCUA continues to house the Polish Museum of America
and is a sustaining financial contributor. The PRCUA’s mission is to preserve
Polish heritage and culture, and one of its greatest contributions
to Polonia is the Polish Museum of America.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PMA 

–

he purpose of “collecting Polish and Polonian documents and materials for historical study by 
our future generations.” 

emphasizing that “Polonia … although numerous and affluent, does not have a single 

and for Poland.”

Wydział Narodowy Polski

On October 15, 1935, Kania stated to the PRCUA Board of Directors: “In consideration that it is the 

f a nation’s learning, but also serve as a center and workshop for academic 
– –

–
archives of Polonia at the PRCUA.”

The first and most important step was appointing Mieczysław Haiman as Museum Curator

the appeal made by Curator Haiman, addressed to American Polonia and published in its press: “Old 

– all of this is suitable for the Archives and Museum.”
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–
port as curator: “The tasks of the Archives and Museum of the 

invaders and a considerable number of valuable Polish mementoes have been lost for good […] during the 

‘American Rapperswil.’ Today, the Archives and Museum of the PRCUA is an ‘American Rapperswil’ not 

Motherland’s borders, the Museum is beyond the reach of violence and repression, surrounded by 
arts of Poles abroad.”

Polish national mementoes were collected. Thanks to Haiman’s relentless efforts, the PMA obtained some 
ld’s 

–

– CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF THE PMA – 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
–

• 
o iał Narodowy Polski, 

o 
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• 
o 

o 

o Polish Pavilion at the 1939 New York World’s

o Symbol of Poland 
Reborn
Mieczysław Jurgielewicz, 1939
o Pulaski 
at Savannah by Stanisław Batowski, 1933; 
Great Figures of Poland’s Past Future 
Poland
Reminiscence of Childhood - Charge of the 
Circassians down Krakowskie Przedmieście

o 

 
o 

• 
o 
o 

o 

o Poland

o 

–

o 

• 

• 
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• 
o 

o 
o 
o 

Compendiosa et facilis diuersorum carminum structura cu 
exemplis aptissimis ac ad vnguem elaboratis

o 

” x 1 ” ”
o 

• 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o Mieczysław 
o 
o 
o 
o 

• 
o Symbol of Poland Reborn

Mieczysław Jurgielewicz
o 

Paderewski, Holy Mother of Częstochowska, St. Salomea, 

o 
o 
o 
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• 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

• 
o 

o 

o 
o Highlander’s Day, in October
o 

• 
• First Curator, Mieczysław Haiman, served 1935
• 
• 

o 
o 
o 8 Master’s degrees in related fields, in addition to continuous professional 

• 
o 
o 
o 
o 

• 
o 

o 
Piotr Gliński

o 
o Minister of Culture and National Heritage Małgorzata Omilianowska

o 

o 
o 
o 
was Cardinal Karol Wojtyła (1969 and 

o 
o 
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• 
o 100 Years of Polish Sailing with National Maritime Museum, Gdańsk, Poland, 

o PRCUA: 150 Years of Cultural, Financial, and Spiritual Growth
o Jan Zawilinski - Life in Chicago
o Polish Imagination - The World of Tomorrow
o The Polish Poster in the Polish Museum of America Collection
o Polonia Goes to War: 100 Years of Poland’s Independence
o Kosciuszko Bicentennial
o Zdzisław Beksiński: A Tale Told by Shadows

o Between the lines, Poland 1974-1990
o Forbidden Art –

o And I still see their faces –
o A Discovering Eye –
o The Naked Soul – siècle Paintings from the National Museum in Poznań, 1993
o The Lost Tune – Stanisław Szukalski early works as photographed by the artist, 1990

• 
o 
o Stała Konferencja Muzeów, Archiwów i Bibliotek Polskich na Zachodzie

o 
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A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF THE PMA 
 

by W.M. Różański, 
by Władysław Krassowski Naród Polski

clippings covering the PRCUA’s efforts to open a museum and about first donations received
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handcrafted by Adam Dąbrowski, 1937, entrance to the first Museum, currently the Paderewski Room, 
Drawing, “We aspire tow

and Museum of the PRCUA,” by Władysław Krassowski, Naród Polski
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Władysław 
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Mieczysław
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– CELEBRATING 110 YEARS OF THE PMA LIBRARY – 
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Edmund L. Kowalczyk, Mieczysław Haiman, Sabina F. Logisz
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OLGA BOZNAŃSKA 

Boznańska to 

Boznańska studied in private schoo

—hence the term: “a ” She was also known as “a 
painter of silence.” Using 

Boznańska introduced to her paintings the element of irrational 

d’honneur in 1912, and, in 1938, she
Restituta medal, Poland’s highest civilian decoration.

Boznańska’s Madame Paris

World’s Fair Collection

Lutosławski and Frenchman Henri Bergson. French novelist Gabrielle 

intellectual friends who were portrayed in paintings by Boznańska.

honor of the Year of Boznańska, 

Madame Paris

a is available as part of tonight’s 

ń
project, during the Year of Boznańska, or one of t
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EVENING PROGRAM

Bedziński

Małgorzata

Opalińska Kopeć

Małgorzata

Hej Wesołe Ludzie Polka ł  
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DINNER MENU 
Wine Served with Entrée 

O’Hare
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SILENT AUCTION 

 

Thanks to generous donors, these items for the 45th Summer Gala are available for bidding. As you 
enjoy this elegant evening, please be sure to place your bids on one – or a few!  items up for auction.
  

 

 

Chicago’s

 
 
 
 Behind the stage
 We will dance tonight
 Faces
 Family Kożuchowska
 Katyń
 Katyń
 ” ” Madame Paris, ń
 (11”
 ¾”

 –

 –
 –
 SY Tatra
 
 62” 21” 18”

 27” 17” 24”

 
 

 The Polish Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair (1939-1940)
Polish Past in America 1608-1865 Mieczysław
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WESOŁY LUD POLISH FOLK DANCE COMPANY of PRCUA 
 
The WESOŁY LUD Polish Folk Dance Company from Chicago was founded in 1977 at the ini�a�ve of Mrs. Micheline 

"Misia" Binkowski-Jamiński, to perpetuate Polish folk culture by presen�ng dances and songs in regional costumes. The 
group operates under the auspices of the Polish Roman Catholic Union in America - the oldest and one of the largest Polish 
organiza�ons in the USA. The Ar�s�c Director and Choreographer is Richard Jaminski.  

The young  adults in Wesoły Lud devote their �me and energy to learning a variety of dances from different regions 
of Poland, as well as specific customs and tradi�ons, which, combined, result in wonderful folk performances prepared 
especially for an enthusias�c audience, as well as provides a profound cultural educa�on.     

The group's repertoire includes regional dances and vocal suites from 17 regions of Poland, as well as the Polish 
na�onal dances: Polonaise, Mazur, Oberek, Kujawiak and Krakowiak. The ensemble also presents a variety of Polish 
tradi�ons, in addi�on to American numbers such as the Polish-American Chicago polkas, ji�erbug and jive. In this way, 
young Americans of Polish descent discover pride in their Polish heritage.  

Since 1980, Wesoły Lud has par�cipated and performed in thirteen Interna�onal Fes�vals of Polonian Folk 
Ensembles in Rzeszów, Poland. In 1980, Wesoły Lud received a special award for Youth and Expression from the Ministry 
of Culture in Poland, and, in 2007, its first Gold Medal from Stowarzyszenie Wspólnota Polska for perpetua�ng Polish 
culture in the USA and throughout the world. At the 2019 Rzeszów Fes�val, Wesoły Lud was recognized with a second Gold 
Medal of Merit award from Stowarzyszenie Wspólnota Polska. 

As a young ambassador of the Polish community in the Chicagoland area, WESOŁY LUD performed not only in 
Rzeszów but also in several other Polish ci�es; in Vilnius, Lithuania; at the Opera and Ballet Theater in Lviv, Ukraine; twice 
in Shanghai, China; in Budapest, Hungary; in Beijing, China; in Prague, Czech Republic, and twice in both Montreal and 
Toronto, Canada, and in many ci�es throughout the United States of America. It is always warmly welcomed in Sweet Home 
Chicago and its neighboring suburbs. Each performance holds a special memory in the history of Wesoły Lud.   

The innova�ve and ar�s�c talents of Richard Jamiński (an accredited choreographer from Rzeszów who joined the 
company in 1987), together with the visionary leadership of Pani Misia, the founder of Wesoły Lud and the first ar�s�c 
director and choreographer, strengthened the ar�stry and dynamics of the company that went beyond the original mission 
of the dance company. Both are recipients of the Silver Cross of Merit from the Republic of Poland.     

 

Tonight, it is with great pleasure that the Wesoły Polish Folk Dance Company of the PRCUA performs one of its 
Polish American Chicago Polkas for the guests of the 45th PMA Summer Gala during this 90th Anniversary of the Polish 
Museum of America. Both of these cultural ins�tu�ons were founded thanks to the Polish Roman Catholic Union of 
America. Con�nued success to these and all Polish American en��es. We hope you enjoy our performance!  
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Małgorzata 

EMPLOYEES 
 

Małgorzata Kot
Managing Director

Iwona Bożek
Head Librarian/Spec. Coll.

Tour Guide/Museum Asst. 

Tour Guide/Museum Asst. 

Maintenance 

Librarian 

ż
Operations Manager

Website Administrator

Jan M. Loryś
Historian 

Head Archivist

Financial Administrator

  
Tour Guide/Museum Asst. 

  
Tour Guide/Museum Asst. 

Curator

Admin. Manager/Archivist

Weekend Security

Content Creator
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INTERNS 
 

Andrzej Żero

VOLUNTEERS

Małgorzata Bł
Daniel Bocią

Elżbieta & Czesław Brudek

Sławek Budzik

Bogusława 

Bartłomiej Ciężobka

Ł

Jarząbek
Marek Jarząbek

Rafał Jurak

Beata Kociołek

ń

Joanna Marszał
Andrzej Mikoł

Michał Perzyński

Kinga Pierwoła

Dorota Półtorak

Barbara Rybiński

ł

Jacek Zieliński

Bóg zapłać!
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SUSTAINING DONORS 
–

  

 
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America 

In Memory of Jack & Dorothy Radgowski 
 

Władysława Toczycki Trust 
 

Betty Uzarowicz 

Jamie & Stephen Kusmierczak 

 

Deborah Greenlee 

 

Małgorzata Palka & Daniel Sobol 
 

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union 

 

Robert B. & Jadwiga Roguska Kyts, MD Foundation 
 

Edward T. & Ellen K. Dryer Charitable Foundation 

 

Susan & Neal Ryan 

 

Izabela Roman 
 

Jeffery Pakula 
 

Victoria Granacki 

 

PNC Bank 
 

Mira Puacz 

 

Copernicus Foundation 
 

Richard Zaber 

 

Benjamin & Frances David Foundation 
 

Snape Family Foundation 

 

Kasia’s Deli 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 

POLONIKA The National Institute of Polish Cultural Heritage Abroad 
 

 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago 

 

State Archives of the Republic of Poland
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 IN MEMORIAM 

Alicja Nawara –

dedicated educator, author, and active figure in Chicago’s 
Polish community. Born in Poznań and educated in 

 
 
 

 PMA MEMBERS  
 

Eugeniusz Chmielowski 
 

Lucille Gutowski 
 

Ferdynand Hebal 
 

Rosalie-Ann Lindberg 
 

Władysława Toczycka 
 

 
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RED POPPY
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Polish Roman Catholic Union of America 

In Memory of Jack and Dorothy Radgowski 

Jamie and Stephen Kusmierczak and Family

Brenda Bruce & Dr. Alvin M. Fountain II 

Victoria Granacki 

Deborah Greenlee 

Additional thanks to a generous, anonymous PMA 
supporter, who graciously committed a $50,000 
matching donation, which was swiftly met.  

THE PMA IS GRATEFUL TO THE
FOLLOWING DONORS WHO CHOSE 
TO SUPPORT THE TRADITIONAL 

SUMMER GALA APPEAL
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Virginia Cudecki 

Richard & Anna Pare Family Foundation 

PINK  POPPY

Copernicus Foundation 

Legion of Young Polish Women 

Jeffrey Pakuła 

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union  

Polish National Alliance of the U.S. of N.A.

Susan & Neal Ryan and
Thomas & Melissa Radgowski 

WHITE POPPY
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B���� K���
Chester J. Barbasiewicz 
Richard & Maria Bronny Ciesla & Family 
Marek & Agnieszka Kowalczyk 
Dr. Kornelia Krol 
Thaddeus Makarewicz 
Conrad Miczko 
Wallace & Joann Ozog - In memory of Sr. Ann Ozog 
Malgorzata Palka & Daniel Sobol 
Anna & Andrzej Pawlowski  
Polish Teachers Association in America 
John & Antoinette (Trela) Schoen 
Anna Sokolowski 
Frank J. Spula 
Isabella Szymanski Stralka 
Malgorzata Webb 

C������
AQS Asset Management, LLC 
Dr. George S. Bobinski 
Andre Grzeskowiak 
Kris S. Jarantoski 
Eugenia J. Krzyzanski 
Lyskanowski Family 
SS. Peter & Paul Soc. 542 PRCUA 
Danuta Urbikas
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L��������

A��������
Richard Alston, Jr. 
Chitkowski Law Of�ices 
Barbara & Wieslaw Ciepiela 
Dr. Geraldine Balut Coleman 
Drs. Aleksandra Glodek & 
Marek Honczarenko 
Jesuit Millennium Center
Karen Kozlow 
Alicja Kuklinska 

Hon. Thaddeus S. Machnik 
Joanna & Donald Pasek  
Witold Pawlikowski - in memory 
of Jolanta Pawlikowska 
James & Elaine Robaczewski 
Joseph H. Steimla, Steimla &
Associates, Inc.  
Maja Trochimczyk, PhD 
Joseph & Marcia Zurawski 

Maria Baran 
Jan & Anna Bialek 
Louis & Charlene Bielakowski 
Monika Brach 
Barbara Chalko 
Joanna Ewa Cholewinski 
Chopin Theatre  
Peter & Anna Dykas & Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Fisher 
Irene Gavaghan & Family
- in memory of Charlene & 
Richard Tobin 
Elizabeth Jachimowicz 
Stanley & Susan Joze�iak 
Czeslawa & James Kolak  
Pamela Kontowicz
& Walter Kretchik
Paul Konys  
Camille Kopielski

Barbara Kozuchowska  
John J. Kulczycki 
Maria Sklodowska-Curie 
Polish School 
Miroslawa Matuszewska 
Steve Maze  
Bernice Skowronek Metzger 
Heddy Moskaluk 
Gerald Ortell 
Dr. George Otto 
Beata Pawlikowska & Andrius 
Tamulis, PhD 
Wanda Penar 
Mary J. Robles 
Deborah A. Ryszka 
Miroslaw & Anna Stanielun 
Henryk & Marta Swica 
Helen Szymczyk 
Rev. Andrzej Totzke, SChr 
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R��������
Charles E. Andersen III 
Krystyna Cygielska 
Henry J. Kazmierczak 
Janina Kosinska 
Richard Kujawa 
Harry S. Kurek 
Miroslawa Link
Rev. Andrew Luczak 
Elizabeth McElroy 
Robert Michalak 

Anna & Roman Obartuch 
Mary & Albert Pizzato 
Antoni Rosiek
Magdalena & Marian Rzadkosz 
Patricia Osajda Stoneberg 
Anna Stopka  
Renata Vickrey 
Nancy Workman 
Boguslawa J. Yon

C����������
Barbara Barczynski 
J. Jessica Jagielnik  
Christine Palka Kouvelis 
Chet Kowalkowski 
Magdalena Kozma 
Constance Malinowski 

Maria Mizera 
Benigna Pajaczkowska-Dohms  
Sondra Rothe 
James Tomnitz 
Kazimiera Wasiak 
Victoria Williams 

The PMA would like to express its heartfelt appreciation to all its 
generous donors who give throughout the year. Without them, 
the PMA would not be able to ful�ill its mission of safeguarding 
Polish and Polish American history and artifacts. 

“A Museum of the dimensions and scope of the Polish Museum of 
America cannot be the operation or concern of one individual.” 
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paccf@paccf.org 
773.763.9942

Officers
Christopher Nowotarski, President 

Steve Tokarski, Vice President
Peter Buchcar, Secretary

 Antoinette Trela, Treasurer

Directors
Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Elmwood Park, IL

Marian Grabowski,  Surprise, AZ 
 Deborah Majka, Philadelphia PA 

Bogumila Padowski, Des Plaines, IL 

6645 N. Oliphant Ave. Ste A
Chicago, IL 60631

Congratulations
Polish Museum of America 

on your 

90th Anniversary 
of preserving Our Polish History & Heritage

Since 1971 the PACCF has donated over $ 261,000,000 in monetary, 
medical equipment and much needed supplies to organizations in Poland, 
serving those with physical, visual and psychological disabilities, especially 

the children. This has only been possible through the support of individuals 
within Polonia and beyond.
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Congratulations

from Volunteers and Employees

of the Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union.

to 
Mr. Krzysztof Matyszczyk

Chairman of the PSFCU Board of Directors

on being honored by

The Polish Museum of America
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Congratulations
to

on the occasion of  
the 90th Anniversary of its founding 

and 

POLISH SPIRIT AWARD RECIPIENT

Krzysztof Matyszczyk 
 

CELEBR ATE THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION’S CENTENNIAL!
This year, the Kosciuszko Foundation is marking its Centennial—a significant milestone for one of the 
oldest and largest Polish-American organizations in the United States. We invite you to 
join us in celebrating this historic moment by making a donation or becoming a 
member to help honor our Centennial Anniversary.

With your help, we are proud to award scholarships, grants, and 
fellowships totaling up to $2 million annually, supporting hundreds 
of talented young individuals in their academic pursuits, and to 
increase American understanding of Polish culture and history 
through programs in New York City, Washington DC, and across 
our 11 active chapters nationwide.

By becoming a member or making a donation, you will not only 
help fund these essential programs but also become part of a 
legacy that has made a lasting impact on countless lives.

Support the Kosciuszko Foundation today and  
help us continue our mission into the next century!
For more information visit www.thekf.org or contact us at 212-734-2130
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Eligible for a refund? 
Search $122 million 

in Refunds and 
$33 million in Senior 

Exemptions.

Avoid Tax Sale. 
Check to make sure 
your taxes are paid 
and not at risk of 
going to Tax Sale.

Where do your Tax 
Dollars go?

View taxing district 
debt attributed to 

your property.

Everything you 
can do in person, 

you can do at 
cookcountytreasurer.com

MARIA PAPPAS
COOK COUNTY TREASURER



87

We congratulate the Polish Museum of America  
on its 90th anniversary! 

We wish Polish Spirit Award honorees Krzysztof Matyszczyk 
and the Polish American Police Association and  

all the Summer Gala attendees a wonderful evening! 
 

 
 

Genevieve and Liliana Kusmierczak, East Grand Rapids, MI 
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Polish Women's Alliance of America 
Charitable and Educational Foundation
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KasiasDeli.com

Homemade
Quality & Taste

-  A  FAMILY TRADIT ION S INCE 1982  -

AWARD
WINNING

PIEROGI

BEST OF
CHICAGO

LOCAL
BUSINESS

2023

POTATO & CHEESE
Traditional European dumplings filled with fresh Idaho potatoes,  

baker’s cheese and minced yellow onion.

• HOMESTYLE FILLED 
DUMPLINGS • 

made with

FRESH 
POTATOES

NO ARTIFICIAL
COLORS OR FLAVORS

NET WT 14 OZ (397g)

• AUTHENTIC RECIPE •  
• KOSHER CERTIFIED • 

TRANS FAT0g
KEEP REFRIGERATED OR FROZEN

serving suggestion

SAUERKRAUT
Traditional European dumplings filled with seasoned 

sauerkraut and minced yellow onion.

• HOMESTYLE FILLED 
DUMPLINGS • 

NO ARTIFICIAL
COLORS OR FLAVORS

NET WT 14 OZ (397g)

• AUTHENTIC RECIPE •  
• KOSHER CERTIFIED • 

TRANS FAT0g
KEEP REFRIGERATED OR FROZEN

serving suggestion

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 2025 Polish Spirit Award Recipients: 

KRZYSZTOF MATYSZCZYK 
 and the  

POLISH AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION
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Pantheon Apartments 
www.pantheonapartments.com 

 

Beautiful apartments to rent in the heart of Kraków! 
 
Enjoy our comfortable accommodations for your next visit to Kraków. 
 
One-room and two-room apartments- each with a separate bathroom, 
kitchen/kitchenette (including utensils), sleeping up to 4 (2x2). 
All have satellite television and free high-speed wireless internet. 
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CONGRATULATIONS

on receiving the POLISH SPIRIT AWARD 
as we celebrate the 

90th Anniversary
of the 

Polish Museum of America!

Krzysztof Matyszczyk
and

Polish American Police 
Association 

6625 N. Avondale Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631C o n t a c t  U s

“A legacy built on client success!”

 Hubert J. Cioromski, President

 office: 773.792.3000
www.troycompanies.com
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Congratulations to  
 

the Polish Spirit Awardees 
 

Krzysztof Matyszczyk 
 

& the  
 

Polish American Police Association
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LIFE HERITAGE MEMBERS

†

† 

†

†

Polish Women’s Alliance Charitable & Educational Foundation
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

† 

†

†

Kazimiera “Kasia” Bober†

† †

†

Kazimierz “Casey” Chlebek

†

† †

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

† †

†

†

†

†

†

† †

†
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†

†

† †

†

† †

†

Loryś†

†

†

† †

†

†

†

† †

†

†

‡

Illinois/Indiana Women’s Division‡
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’ ‡

† †

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†
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INSTITUTIONAL 

–

BENEFACTOR 
Akademia Języka Polskiego

i Kultury im. Marsz. J. Piłsudskiego

Polska Szkoła im Wł
Szkoła 

Szkoła 
Szkoła 

’
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Szkoła Języka Polskiego 

FAMILY 

PATRON 

’
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Szkoła im. Gen. K. Pułaskiego
Polska Szkoła im. T Kościuszki
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You could be missing out on saving 20% 
or more by bundling your auto, home  
and life policies with Erie Insurance.

something
missing?

H  aksweinsawK anna
B cnI ycnegA ecnarusnI eldnu   
(  0348-033 )133
H  moc.ecnarusni-eldnub@anna
h  moc.ecnarusni-eldnub.www//:sptt

A yllaudividni no desab era sgnivaS .kroY weN ni elbaliava ton era stcudorp ecnarusni efiL ylimaF eirE .yrav sgnivas lautcA .esahcrup fo emit eht ta selur dna setar elbacilppa dna airetirc ytilibigile ot tcejbus era stnuocsid ll  
p  .ylppa yam snoitatimil dna smret niatreC .sliated egarevoc cfiiceps rof seicilop laudividni eeS .esahcrup fo emit eht ta tceffe ni selur dna setar dna airetirc ytilibigile ot tcejbus stnuocsiD .seicilop desahcru
 

E dna ynapmoC ecnarusnI ytiC pihsgalF ,ynapmoC ytlausaC & ytreporP ecnarusnI eirE ,ynapmoC ecnarusnI eirE ,egnahcxE ecnarusnI eirE :srerusni gniwollof eht fo erom ro eno yb dedivorp era secivres dna stcudorp ecnarusni ®EIR  
E lla ni etarepo ot desnecil ton era puorG ecnarusnI eirE eht nihtiw seinapmoc ehT .)kroY weN ,retsehcoR :ecfifo emoh( kroY weN fo ynapmoC ecnarusnI eirE ro )ainavlysnneP ,eirE :secfifo emoh( ynapmoC ecnarusnI efiL ylimaF eir  
s  ot oG .setat e moc.ecnarusnieir   .noitamrofni erusnecil ynapmoc rof
 

S  ynapmoC ytinmednI eirE 4202 © 4202/9 3961
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POLISH ARMY VETERANS

POLISH ARMY VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA DISTRICT 2
17 IRVING PLACE  |  NEW YORK, NY 10003  |  ADMIN@PAVA-SWAP.ORG

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

STOWARZYSZENIE WETERANÓW ARMII POLSKIEJ W AMERYCE, OKRĘG 2.
DISTRICT 2

MuzeuM PolskieMu w AMeryce 
Gratulujemy osiągnięcia 90-lecia
oraz życzymy dalszych  sukcesów i rozwoju

Congratulations to 
the Polish MuseuM of AMericA

on its 90 th Anniversary
wishing you continued success and growth in the years to come  

80. rocznicA wyzwoleniA Bolonii  
przez Żołnierzy 2 korPusu Polskiego

1945 2025
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Legion of Young Polish Women 

Congratulates  
Polish Museum of America  

on 90 successful years! 
 

 

2025 Debutantes of the White & Red Ball 
 

Save the Date 
White & Red Ball – February 28, 2026 

 
Additional information about the Legion can be found at www.lypw.org 
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Serdecznie gratulujemy

MUZEUM POLSKIEMU W AMERYCEMUZEUM POLSKIEMU W AMERYCE
wspaniałej działalności na niwie historyczno-kulturalnej

The Polish Scouting Organization of IllinoisThe Polish Scouting Organization of Illinois
congratulates The Polish Museum of America on 90 years  

of preserving Polish and Polonian culture and heritage

Czuwaj!  Czuwaj!  

Związek Harcerstwa Polskiego — Obwód Chicago
Przewodnicząca hm. Beata Niebrugge

www.zhpchicago.com

Hufiec Harcerek “Tatry”
Hufcowa hm. Alexis Wagner

Hufiec Harcerzy “Warta”
Hufcowy phm. Krzysztof Grządziel 

Krąg Starszoharcerski
“Złote Orły”

Kierowniczka  
phm. Karolina Kordalewski 

Zespoły Taneczne 
“Lechici” i “Orlęta” 

Kierownik 
hm. Konrad Więcek

Koło Przyjaciół Harcerstwa-Chicago
Prezes pwd. Tomasz Senator 

Koło Przyjaciół Harcerstwa-Addison
Prezeska Iwona Kapica

Save the Date!Save the Date!
October 25, 2025October 25, 2025

Diamond Anniversary GalaDiamond Anniversary Gala
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GRATULUJEMY PIĘKNEGO JUBILEUSZU  
90-LECIA ISTNIENIA MUZEUM POLSKIEGO W AMERYCE. 

JEST TO SERCE BIJĄCE POLSKĄ HISTORIĄ, 
CIEKAWYMI WYSTAWAMI I SPOTKANIAMI. 

 
SKŁADAMY NAJLEPSZE ŻYCZENIA DALSZYCH SUKCESÓW I KOLEJNYCH JUBILEUSZY. 

 

 
IRENA I BRIAN GAVAGHAN 

VIRGINIA, DARIUSZ, JULIA I ANDREW STEKALA 
VICTORIA, MATEUSZ I MILENA BOMBA 

_____________________________ 
 

CENTER FOR THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE AND HEALING 

 
11743 SOUTHWEST HIGHWAY 

PALOS HEIGHTS, IL 60463 
708-361-3905 

 
IRENA GAVAGHAN, L.M.T. 
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6400 Shafer Court, Suite 600
Rosemont, IL 60018

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

FRANK A. CRISSIE
224.217.6553
fcrissie@acrisure.com

A C RI S URE, llc ®
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6400 Shafer Court, Suite 600
Rosemont, IL 60018

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

FRANK A. CRISSIE
224.217.6553
fcrissie@acrisure.com

A C RI S URE, llc ®
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Congratulations  
to the  

Polish Museum of America  
for 90 years of  

preserving and showcasing  
the cultural heritage of Polonia 

 



115

  
CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  

PPoolliisshh  MMuusseeuumm    
ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa  

 

Celebrating the 90th 
Anniversary of its founding 

 
  

Congratulations to the 2025 
Spirit Award Recipients 

 

KKrrzzyysszzttooff  MMaattyysszzcczzyykk  
and the 

PPoolliisshh  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPoolliiccee  
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ON PMA 90TH ANNIVERSARY! 

  We salute  
The Polish Museum of America  

In its Efforts to Preserve and Promote  
Polish Culture and Heritage 
For Future Generations            
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Realtor with Ultimate Results
Over 2000 Homes Sold

������������������������

���������������������������������������

(599-7653)

to the Polish Museum of America 
on the 90  Anniversary of its founding th

by the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America 
 as well as the

2025 Recipients of the Polish Spirit Award!

Polish American Congress, Illinois Division
www.pacillinois.org

Save the Date: October 19, 2025 Polish American Congress Heritage Banquet
recognizing distinguished members of the Polish community
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Congratulations and the best wishes to
The Polish Museum of America 

for unbelievable 90 Years Anniversary 

Congratulations to 2025 recipients of 
POLISH  SPIRIT  AWARDS

Krzysztof  Matyszczyk
and

Polish American Police  Association
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Proudly Supporting
THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA
In your commitment to preserving the history, culture and heritage

of Poland and Polonia for future generations.
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Center
Dr Kusz Dental
6075 N. Northwest Hwy. Chicago, IL 60631 773.792.8008
For Optimal Dental Health

Email us for 
information and 
membership at 

Josephconradyachtclub@gmail.com

Visit our website at 
WWW.JCYCCHICAGO.ORG

Join us for
regattas,

excursions, 
friendships 

and fun

Email us for 
information and 
membership at 

Josephconradyachtclub@gmail.com

Visit our website at 
WWW.JCYCCHICAGO.ORG

Join us for
regattas,

excursions, 
friendships 

and fun

Email us for 
information and 
membership at 

Josephconradyachtclub@gmail.com

Visit our website at 
WWW.JCYCCHICAGO.ORG

Join us for
regattas,

excursions, 
friendships 

and fun
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POLISH 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY of AMERICA 
 

 
The board and its members thank 

the 

Polish Museum 
of 

America 
for its long and continuing service 

to Polonia 

 
www.pgsa.org 

BEST WISHES 
AND CONTINUED SUCCESS 

to the 
POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA 

 
Frank J. Baker & Company, Ltd. 

Certified Public Accountants 
950 Lee Street, Suite 101 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
847-297-0300 

 
Robert J. Hughes, CPA 
Kurt P. Hoffman, CPA 

Ronald E. Feiereisel, CPA 
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Your 90th Jubilee  
is not only an Anniversary,  
but also proof that together 

you can overcome difficulties  
and fulfill dreams.  

 

Congratulations to everyone  
and we wish you  

continued success. 
 

 
Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy 

Polskich w Ameryce 
 

Polish Journalists  
Association in America 

 
Congratulations 

Polish Museum of America 
 

2025 PMA GALA 
 

Celebrating the 90th Anniversary  
of its founding 

 
 

Steimla & Associates, Inc. 
Joseph H. Steimla, FSA, MAAA, FCIA, FCA 

Actuaries and Consultants 
2867 Gypsum Circle 
Naperville, IL  60564 

(630) 904-8480 
steimla@comcast.net 

 

 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo    

TThhee  PPoolliisshh  MMuusseeuumm  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa    

oonn  yyoouurr  22002255  GGaallaa!!  
  

From Mayor Thaddeus M. Jones  

and the City of Calumet City 
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 GREETINGS CONSTITUENTS!
 THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA HAS OFFERED THOUSANDS
OF YEARS OF ENRICHED HISTORY THROUGH ITS LIBRARY AND

ARCHIVES, PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY EXHIBITS, AND
CULTURAL EVENTS, PROVIDING A PLETHORA OF KNOWLEDGE.
THANK YOU TO THE POLISH MUSEUM AND ITS COMMUNITY

FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
IF THERE ARE EVER ANY ISSUES ON THE STATE LEVEL THAT
YOU BELIEVE I CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE, NEVER HESITATE TO

CONTACT ME AT MY OFFICE.
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

9 AM TO 5 PM. 
2532A W. WARREN BLVD. CHICAGO, IL 60612 

ThankYou

Warmest Congratulations  
to the PMA  

from the  
Kosciuszko Foundation  

Chicago Chapter 
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CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  
ttoo  tthhee    

PPoolliisshh  MMuusseeuumm    
ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa  

 

Celebrating the  
90th Anniversary  

of its founding 
  

Congratulations to the  
2025 Spirit Award Recipients 

KKrrzzyysszzttooff  MMaattyysszzcczzyykk  
and the 

PPoolliisshh  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPoolliiccee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
۞۞ ۞ ۞ 

DDrr..  AAggnniieesszzkkaa  CChhrruusszzcczzyykk,,  DDDDSS 

 
 

ALLIANCE OF POLISH CLUBS IN THE USA 
 

Congratulations to the Polish Museum in America 
on your 90th Anniversary. 

 
We appreciate your dedication to history and 

culture. Wishing you continued success. 
 

Board & Members of the APC 
 
 

Mark your calendars: 
 

August 24, 2025 Harvest Festival 
 

September 21, 2025 A Remembrance Day to 
commemorate Victims of World War II, Russian Invasion 

of Poland, and Siberians’ Day 
 

October 18, 2025 the 3rd Heritage Leaders Conference 
 

December 7, 2025 Polonia Christmas Celebration  
 
 
 

 

Design • Signs
Vehicle Graphic

Promotional Items
Banners
Printing

Warmest Congratulations on the 90th 
Anniversary of  The Polish Museum of America!

May the next chapter continue to inspire generations with 
the stories of the past, while shaping a future full of pride, 

unity, and cultural understanding.
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Congratulations to both the  
Polish American Police Association  

and  
Krzysztof Matyszczyk  

for being awarded the 2025 Polish Spirit Awards! 
 

We also join in celebrating the great work of  
the Polish Museum of America  

“in preserving the past for the benefit of the future,”  
on the occasion of their 90th Anniversary,  

and 45th Annual Gala! 
 

The Polish American Engineers Association 
Chicago, June 13, 2025 

www.polishengineers.org 
 

We invite all interested to our meetings,  
each 3rd Friday of the month  

Please see our website for details 
 

 

Congratulations and our very best wishes

to

 The Polish Museum of America
 on celebrating the 90  anniversary of its th

founding & its 45  Summer Gala th

as well as TO

Krzysztof Matyszczyk

and 

The Polish American police Association 

for being honored with the Polish

Spirit Award. 

5214 W. LAWRENCE AVENUE
CHICAGO, IL 60630

773-205-1998

INFO@POLISHAMERICANCHAMBER.ORG
WWW.POLISHAMERICANCHAMBER.ORG

 
 
 

IF YOU ARE A NEW OR EXISTING MEMBER OF THE  

POLISH & SLAVIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION CHOOSE 
THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA AS YOUR SPONSORING INSTITUTION 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
 

 
 

DZIĘKUJEMY POLSKO-SŁOWIAŃSKIEJ FEDERALNEJ UNII KREDYTOWEJ  
ZA UMIESZCZENIE NAS NA LIŚCIE ORGANIZACJI SPONSORUJĄCYCH.  

 

ZACHĘCAMY DO WYBIERANIA MUZEUM POLSKIEGO W AMERYCE 
 PRZY OTWIERANIU KONT W NASZEJ UNII. 
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