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The idea of an annual fund raiser benefiting The Polish Museum of America grew out of
a genuine concern for its continued, viable existence....Your presence here tonight
convinces us that the idea found full acceptance and that we have truly succeeded in
establishing a tradition in the Polish American community: an annual Summer Ball for
the benefit of The Polish Museum of America which will become even more elegant and

profitable as the years go by.
Sabina P. Logisz & Walter L. Sojka

Co-Chairs, Inaugural Summer Ball 1979

The poppy was chosen as the symbol of the Summer Gala
because it is a beautiful and common summer wild flower of Poland,
symbolizing both Flanders Field to Americans and Monte Cassino to Poles.



THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA
46TH SUMMER GALA COMMITTEE

Chair Mateusz Bomba
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the Polish Museum of America’s 46th Annual Summer Gala. This year’s Gala
celebrates the 250th anniversary of American independence and the contribution of Poles
and Polish Americans to the fabric of our great nation. One can trace the beginning of Polish
footprints to Jamestown, where the first Poles staged the first strike for a right to vote.
Because the Poles’ skilled labor was highly valued and important to the colony, they were
granted full and equal voting privileges. As we move toward the Revolutionary War, Putaski
and Kosciuszko play prominent roles in the war for independence. Remembering that Poland
was once an independent nation, Poles began arriving in the United States and took part in
building our nation in all fields of endeavor such as commerce, education, agriculture,
finance, government, religion, military, sciences, health, arts, sports, entertainment, and
many more. As Polish Americans, we can be proud of our contributions and
accomplishments over these 250 years. The distinction of Polish American efforts in the
United States is recognized in all corners of our nation. At The Polish Museum of America,
we proudly honor all Polish American contributions and efforts in significantly shaping the
United States.

We also are proud of The Polish Museum of America’s impact in the preservation of our
heritage for all Americans to see and learn. Whether it is through exhibits, our archives or
our library, the PMA preserves our past to benefit the future and maintains the title as one
of the oldest and largest ethnic museums in the United States.

The Summer Gala is the PMA’s biggest fundraiser of the year. Through your support of the
Gala, we are able to continue our work. In appreciation of your support, each guest will
receive a commemorative pin depicting the Henryk Grunwald sculpture from the Polish
Pavilion at the 1939 New York World's Fair. Thank you to our partners throughout the year,
especially the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America for their unwavering support for over
90 years. Congratulations to our Spirit Award recipients: Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz,
and PNC Bank, who exemplify the importance of supporting and promulgating Polish
heritage and whose efforts and contributions have made an impact on Polonia and the PMA.
I would like to thank our 46th Summer Gala Chair, Mateusz Bomba, and the entire
Committee, for planning tonight’s elegant evening. Finally, | would like to thank our staff for
making the PMA a world class institution.

Your belief and commitment to the work that we do ensures that the PMA will continue its
mission of preserving our heritage and maintaining the Polish Museum of America as the
Treasure of Polonia. Bdg zapta¢!

=

Richard Owsiany



SLOWO DYREKTOR ZARZADZAJACE]

Szanowni Panstwo, Drodzy Przyjaciele Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce,

Minat kolejny piekny rok, tym razem rok jubileuszowy Muzeum. Wybrzmiat
symbolicznie - okazal nam nowe twarze, przypomniat oddanych od lat przyjaciét
i utwierdzit nas w misji ,zachowywania przesztosci dla przysztych pokolen”. Wiele
dokonaliSmy zespotowo jubileuszowych projektéow, w tym konserwacji, spotkan,
kwerend, wyzwan, nauki i wspotpracy. Muzeum odwiedzilo w rzeczywistoSci
i wirtualnie tysigce madrych, wrazliwych i zainteresowanych naszymi zbiorami ludzi
z catego $wiata. Odwiedzajacy nas goscie zwykli nam pozwala¢ patrzec na siebie ich
oczyma. Tym bardziej nas ucieszyt fakt, ze niektorzy z nich polubili nas na dtuzej
i stali sie naszymi cztonkami na rozmaitych, od$wiezonych poziomach. Zapraszamy
do wstepowania w poczet naszych cztonkow!

Wspétpraca z naszymi mecenasami, przede wszystkim z instytucja nam
matkujacg, czyli ze Zjednoczeniem Polskim Rzymsko-Katolickim w Ameryce,
Ministerstwem Kultury i Dziedzictwa Narodowego, Ministerstwem Spraw
Zagranicznych, Instytutem Polonika oraz Osobami prywatnymi, ktére nie podaja
do wiadomosci publicznej nazwisk - staje sie nasza sita, ktora jasno przektada sie
na wszechstronne dziatania.

Dziekuje wszystkim naszym mecenasom, patronom i sponsorom. Gratuluje
tym, ktorzy przyczynili sie do sukcesu naszego 46. Balu letniego honorujacego wktad
Polakéw w 250 lat historii Stanéw Zjednoczonych, w szczegdélnosci Komitetowi
Balowemu pod kierownictwem entuzjastycznego Mateusza Bomby.

Gratuluje znanym nam od wielu lat osobowosciom: Hubertowi Cioromskiemu,
Piotrowi Uzarowiczowi oraz zawsze pomocnemu PNC Bank, ktérzy otrzymuja
od MPA nagrode Ducha PolskosSci 2026. Wasza stuzba na rzecz polskosci cieszy
i rozwijac sie bedzie na przyszte lata.

Dziekuje wszystkim Panstwu z serca za nasz kolejny wspdlny rok! Wspaniatej
zabawy, ciekawych wspomnien i do zobaczenia w naszym zadziwiajgcym i jedynym
w swoim rodzaju Muzeum! Z Bogiem!

O

Matgorzata Kot



OFfrIcE OF THE GOVERNOR

207 Stare House
SerinGrintn, liunos 62706

)B PRITZKER
GOVERNOR

June 12, 2026

The Polish Museum of America
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642

Greetings,

As Governor of the State of Illinois, I am pleased to welcome everyone gathered for the 46" Polish
Museum of America Summer Gala. This occasion offers an exciting opportunity for everyone in
attendance to join fellow members of your association and generate ideas that implement solutions.
I commend the work you have done to help make Illinois a stronger and more enjoyable state.

INlinois is proud to have enjoyed your service to our state. As you reflect on your accomplishments,
I urge you to make plans for the future of your association that will build on your past successes.
I am grateful for all the ways your organization has supported a strong future for Illinois.

I want to personally congratulate Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz, and PNC Bank-Illinois on
being honored with the Polish Spirit Award. This is an impressive milestone. It takes hard work,
dedication, drive, and, above all, a commitment to bettering your community. The work you both
have accomplished to reach this point is admirable and has undoubtedly improved the lives of
others. You and your families should be immensely proud.

On behalf of the people of Illinois, I offer my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable
occasion.

Sincerely,

Governor JB Pritzker
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Illinois State Treasurer

MICHAEL FRERICHS

June 12, 2026

Polish Museum of America
984 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642

Dear Friends,

| am delighted to welcome you to the Museum of Polish America’s Summer Gala. Tonight, we
gather in celebration of the country’s 250-year jubilee and to recognize the role of Polonia in
this nation’s history.

This year’s gala honors two extraordinary individuals, Hubert Cioromski and Piotr Uzarowicz,
with the prestigious Polish Spirit Award. Their passion, leadership, and unwavering commitment
to promoting Polish culture exemplifies the essence of the Polish spirit. Their work has greatly
benefited the Museum and strengthened the bonds that unite us all and inspire future
generations of Polish Americans.

As you enjoy this evening’s festivities—filled with music, art, and friendship—I invite you to
reflect on the legacy of the Polish Museum of America. The Museum enables us to interpret the
past and comprehend the future. It gives strength to a culture by preserving and celebrating
history.

| applaud the work of the Polish Museum of America and encourage all to partake in its
valuable contributions to Chicago and the Midwest.

Best wishes for your continued success.

Sincerely,

Ll

Pkl Gk,

Michael Frerichs
Illinois State Treasurer

State Capitol
Room 219
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (866) 458-7327
Fax: (217) 785-2777
TTY: (866) 877-6013

5SS West Monroe Street
14™ Floor
Chicago, IL 60661
Phone: (866) 458-7327
Fax: (312) 814-5930
TTY: (866) 877-6013
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Marine Bank Building
1 East Old State Capitol
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: (866) 458-7327
Fax: (217) 524-3822
TI'Y: (866) 877-6013



gt

SUSANA A. MENDOZA

ILLINOIS STATE COMPTROLLER

June 12, 2026
Greetings

As lllinois State Comptroller, it is my sincere pleasure to welcome everyone gathered for the Polish
Museum of America’s Summer Gala celebrating 250 years of the United States.

The United States of America is a nation built by those who bravely journeyed from distant lands to
our shores in pursuit of opportunity and a better future. Through industry, the arts, military service,
public service, and countless other contributions, the Polish American community has helped
shape this city, this state, and our nation in meaningful and lasting ways. Their hard work,
resilience, and pride serve as an example for all Americans.

Thank you to the staff and volunteers of the Polish Museum of America for preserving and honoring
the rich history and heritage of Polish people everywhere. | wish you continued success for many

years to come.

God bless America.

Sincerely,

S\ Mordeg

Susana A. Mendoza
[llinois State Comptroller

555 West Monroe Street, 1400S-A 201 State Capitol 325 West Adams Street
Chicago, Illinois 606613713 Springfield, Illinois 627060001 Springfield, Illinois 62704-1871
(312) 8142451 (217) 782-6000 (800) 877-8078
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Embassy of the Republic of Poland
in Washington, D.C

2640 16 St NW
Washington, D.C. 20009

Washington, D.C. June 12,2026

Mr. Ryszard Owsiany
President
The Polish Museum of America

Ms. Malgorzata Kot
Managing Director
The Polish Museum of America

Dear Mr. Owsiany,
Dear Ms. Kot,

| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Polish Museum of America on organizing
its 46th Annual Gala. This year's event is especially significant as it coincides with the 250th anniversary of
the United States—a milestone that reminds us of our shared history and the close relations between our

two countries.

As a long-standing guardian of Polish heritage, the Museum beautifully fits into the celebrations
of this American jubilee, showcasing the rich cultural contributions of Poles to local society.

| also wish to congratulate this year’s recipients of the Polish Spirit Award. Through their leadership
and artistic engagement, Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz, and the PNC Bank serve as a true inspiration
to all Polish — Americans. They have demonstrated a strong commitment to supporting and advancing the
community, and this honour is a fitting recognition of each recipient’s contributions.

Thank you to the entire institution for your perseverance in protecting history and building the
future of the Polish community in America. | wish you a wonderful celebration and continued prosperity

in your future endeavours.

Sincerely,

Charge d'affaires a.i.
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Chicago, June 12, 2026

Consulate General
of the Republic of Poland
in Chicago

Mr. Ryszard Owsiany
President
The Polish Museum of America

Dear Mr. Owsiany,

It is a privilege to extend my warmest congratulations to the Polish Museum
of America on your 46" Annual Gala. This year’s celebration is particularly momentous
as it coincides with the 250th anniversary of the United States—a milestone that invites us all to
reflect on our shared history and the enduring spirit of our two nations.

Founded and established by the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America in 1935,
the Polish Museum of America has been serving as a vital guardian of Polish heritage,
and there is no better way to honor the American Sestercentennial than by celebrating
the cultural and historical contributions your institution provides to the American community.
As the principal patron of the museum, the PRCUA has championed
the preservation of our shared traditions for over a century. Through its enduring financial
support, shared history, and steadfast dedication, the PRCUA continues to be a cornerstone of
fraternal support, ensuring that Polish American identity thrives for generations to come.

I also want to join you in celebrating this year's distinguished honorees,
Mr. Hubert Cioromski, Mr. Piotr Uzarowicz and PNC Bank. Presenting them with the Polish Spirit
Award is a fitting tribute to their remarkable impact and contributions to the Polish American
community.

Thank you for your tireless work in preserving Polish past in America and inspiring
its future. | wish you a spectacular evening of celebration and continued success in the years to
come.

Sincerely,
Regipadurkowska © <
onsul General




IDzGP/2026/74 Warszawa, 11 maja 2026 .

Pan

Ryszard Owsiany

Prezes

Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce

Pani

Malgorzata Kot

Dyrektor Zarzadzajaca
Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce

Szanowni Panstwo,

sktadam serdeczne podzigkowania za zaproszenie na 46. Galg¢ Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce
- wydarzenie, ktore od wielu lat w sposob trwaly wpisuje si¢ w histori¢ oraz misje¢ tej
niezwykle zastuzonej Instytucji.

Z prawdziwym zalem informuje, iz z uwagi na wczesniej podjete zobowigzania zawodowe
nie bede mogta osobiscie uczestniczy¢é w tegorocznej, jubileuszowej Gali. Prosze jednak o
przyjecie wyrazow mojego najwyzszego uznania oraz serdecznych pozdrowien, ktore kieruje
zarowno do Organizatorow, jak i wszystkich Go$ci zgromadzonych podczas tego
wyjatkowego spotkania. Mam nadzieje, ze uda nam si¢ spotkac jesienig podczas wernisazu
wystawy wspotorganizowanej przez nasze instytucje, po§wigconej prezentacji tworczosci
Stanistawa Szukalskiego.

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce, powotane do zycia w 1935 roku jako Muzeum i Archiwum
Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce, a formalnie utworzone dwa lata
p6zniej, nalezy do grona najstarszych i najwigkszych muzedéw etnicznych w Stanach
Zjednoczonych. Szczegdlny podziw i uznanie budzg imponujace kolekcje Panstwa Instytucji
— polonika gromadzone od dziewigciu dekad dzigki ofiarnej pracy i zaangazowaniu kolejnych
pokolen Polonii amerykanskiej.

—ﬂ_

ul. Madalinskiego 101, 02-549 Warszawa | tel: 22 270 1466 | kontakt@polonika.pl | www.polonika.pl
NIP 521 380 69 59 | REGON 369021810 | RIK 107/2017
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Od wielu lat Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce pozostaje rowniez jednym z najwazniejszych
osrodkow zycia kulturalnego Polonii na kontynencie péinocnoamerykanskim.

Instytut POLONIKA od momentu swojego powstania prowadzi bliskg 1 aktywna wspotprace
z Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce. Jej wymiernym efektem sa liczne wspolne przedsigwzigcia,
w tym mig¢dzy innymi konserwacja wielu dziet wybitnych polskich artystow — obrazow,
rzezb, zabytkOw rzemiosta artystycznego oraz witrazy. Wyrazam glgbokie przekonanie, iz ta
cenna 1 owocna wspotpraca bedzie z powodzeniem kontynuowana réwniez w kolejnych
latach, zar6wno w obszarze konserwacji, jak 1 badan oraz popularyzacji polskiego
dziedzictwa kulturowego znajdujacego si¢ w zbiorach Muzeum.

Z wyrazami szacunku

Elektronicznie

Kata rzyna podpisany przez

Katarzyna

Sokotows Sokotowska

ka Data: 2026.05.13
07:37:26 +02'00'

Katarzyna Sokotowska

dyrektorka Instytutu POLONIKA
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NACZELNY DYREKTOR
ARCHIWOW PANSTWOWYCH
Pawet Pietrzyk

Panstwo

Ryszard Owsiany

Prezes

Matgorzata Kot

Dyrektor Zarzadzajacy
Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce

Data: 27.05.2026
Znak: DPD.064.3.2026

Szanowni Panstwo,

Pragne serdecznie podziekowaé za zaproszenie na 46. Gale Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce
(MPA), honorujacg 250. rocznice powstania Standw Zjednoczonych i wielowymiarowy wktad
Polakéw w historie i rozwdj tego kraju. Jak co roku, przy okazji tej uroczystosci, pozostaje z
Panstwem myslami, doceniajac range wydarzenia i jego wyjatkowy charakter.

Obchody 250-lecia Stanéw Zjednoczonych stanowig znakomitg okazje do przywofania i
uhonorowania pokolen Polakéw, ktorzy swojg praca, talentem i oddaniem wspottworzyli
fundamenty amerykanskiej wolnosci, gospodarki, kultury i zycia spotecznego.

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce od lat petni role straznika tych niezwyktych historii i pomostu
dla dialogu miedzykulturowego. Dzieki Paristwa dziatalnosci dorobek Polonii jest nie tylko
otaczany opieka, ale popularyzowany i przekazywany kolejnym pokoleniom jako istotna
czes¢ dziedzictwa zaréwno Polski, jak i Standw Zjednoczonych.

Satysfakcjg napawa fakt wieloletniej udanej wspotpracy miedzy Archiwami Panstwowymi a
Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce. Ciesze sie, ze mozemy wspierac tak preznie dziatajgce
organizacje polonijne. Nasze wspdlne przedsiewziecia, realizowane na przestrzeni lat, sg
przyktadem odpowiedzialnego i dalekowzrocznego podejscia do ochrony dziedzictwa.
Realizowane przez lata inicjatywy m.in. wymiana ekspertéow, wspdlne publikacje i
wspotdziatanie w ramach miedzynarodowych organizacji, stanowig takze cenny wkfad w

ARCHIWA Dolmentow @ i i
PANSTWOWE @m DOMmS Szukaj w Archiwach

Naczelna Dyrekcja Archiwéw Panstwowych - ul. Rakowiecka 2D, 02-517 Warszawa
telefon: (22) 56-54-600; email: ndap@archiwa.gov.pl; www.archiwa.gov.pl
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rozwoj badan nad historig Polonii i jej rolg na $wiecie oraz w dokumentowanie historii
polsko-amerykanskiej wspdlnoty.

Zycze Muzeum Polskiemu w Ameryce, aby nadchodzgce lata byty czasem kolejnych waznych
inicjatyw oraz nieustannego inspirowania kolejnych pokolen do odkrywania i pielegnowania
wspodlnego dziedzictwa. Z nadziejg wyczekuje takze mozliwosci osobistego spotkania w
przysztosci.

tacze wyrazy szacunku
Naczelny Dyrektor Archiwdw Panstwowych

Signed by / Podpisano przez:

PAWEL PIETRZYK
Naczelna Dyrekcja Archiwéw
Paristwowych

Date / Data: 2026-05-27 21:13

ARCHIWA £p) seukei w Archi
PANSTWOWE @m DO Szukaj w Archiwach

Naczelna Dyrekcja Archiwdw Paistwowych - ul. Rakowiecka 2D, 02-517 Warszawa
telefon: (22) 56-54-600; email: ndap@archiwa.gov.pl; www.archiwa.gov.pl
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INSTYTUT PAMIECI
NARODOWEJ

Dyrektor Archiwum

Chicago, 12 czerwca 2026 .

Szanowni Paristwo,
Dostojni Goscie 46. Gali Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce,

Chicago od pokolen pozostaje jednym z najwazniejszych miejsc na mapie
polskiej obecnosci poza granicami Ojezyzny. To tutaj tysigce Polakiéw
odnajdywaly przestrzen do budowania nowego zycia, zachowujac jednoczesnie
pamig¢ o swoim jezyku, historii i kulturze. Wlasnie dlatego Muzeum Polskie
w Ameryce zajmuje miejsce szczegdlne — nie tylko jako instytucja kultury, lecz
takze jako trwaly symbol wiezi laczacych Polske i amerykariska Polonie.

Tegoroczna gala, odbywajaca sie w roku 250. rocznicy powstania Stanow
Zjednoczonych, stanowi wyjatkowa okazje do podkreslenia wkladu Polakéw
w historie i rozwdj Ameryki. Od bohateréw wojny o niepodleglosé — generaltow
Tadeusza Kosciuszki i Kazimierza Pulaskiego — poprzez wklad Polakéw
w walke o niepodleglo$é i wolnosé narodéw w XX wieku, po kolejne pokolenia
emigrantéw, polska obecno$¢ wspéltworzyla spoleczna, gospodarcza
i kulturalng sile Stanéw Zjednoczonych.

Szezegdlna rola przypada w tym dziele instytucjom takim jak Muzeum
Polskie w Ameryce. Od dziesigcioleci pozostaje ono miejscem spotkan ludzi, dla
ktorych polska historia, sztuka, literatura, film i teatr sa waznym elementem
budowania i utrwalania wlasnej toisamosci. DzialalnoS¢ wystawiennicza,
edukacyjna i kulturalna Muzeum pozwala kolejnym pokoleniom Polonii
zachowa¢ zywy kontakt z dziedzictwem swoich przodkéw, a jednoczesnie
przybliza kulture polska szerokiej publicznosci amerykanskiej.

W czasach szybkich przemian i globalizacji szczegdlnego znaczenia
nabieraja miejsca, ktore potrafig chroni¢ pamie¢ i budowaé¢ wspdélnote wokdt
warto$ci zakorzenionych w kulturze i historii. Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce od lat

wypelnia te misje z wielkim oddaniem.

Ay



Pragng wyrazi¢ uznanie wszystkim osobom zaangaZzowanym
w dzialalno$é Muzeum oraz pogratulowad tegorocznym laureatom nagrody
Ducha Polskosci, ktorych aktywnos¢ stanowi pigkne swiadectwo troski
o zachowanie polskiej tradycji i pamigci narodowej.

Zycze Paristwu, aby jubileuszowa gala byla wieczorem pelnym dumy
z dorobku Polonii amerykariskiej oraz inspiracja do dalszego umacniania wigzi
mie¢dzy Polska a Stanami Zjednoczonymi.

Z wyrazami szacunku,
Mag;( K:H

Dyrektor
Archiwum Instytutu Pamigci Narodowe;j
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Hubert J. Cioromski

Polish American Congress President

Chicago, June 12, 2026

Dear Members of the Board of Directors, Leadership,
and Friends of the Polish Museum of America,

Itis with great humility and gratitude that | accept the Polish Spirit Award presented during the 46th Summer Gala
of the Palish Museum of America.

| am deeply honored by this recognition and profoundly grateful to be included among the distinguished
individuals and organizations who have received this prestigious award throughout the years. To be associated
with such an extraordinary group of leaders, visionaries, and supporters of our Polish-American community

is a privilege that | will forever cherish.

| would also like to extend my sincere congratulations to my fellow honorees, Mr. Piotr Uzarowicz and PNC Bank.
Their accomplishments and contributions are truly deserving of recognition, and | am honored to share this
distinction with them.

For me, this award is not only a tremendous honor but also an additional source of motivation to continue working
on behalf of Polonia and Poland. It strengthens my commitment to serving our community, preserving our
heritage, and building an even stronger future for Polish Americans across the United States.

I would like to wholeheartedly commend the Polish Museum of America and its leadership for the extraordinary
work you continue to perform. The Polish Museum of America is the most important Polish-American cultural
institution in our nation and an embodiment of what is best in Polonia. Through your dedication, professionalism,
and vision, you preserve our history, celebrate our achievements, and inspire future generations to remain
connected to their heritage.

The Museum is also a model for other Polish-American organizations and institutions. We can all learn from your
commitment, your perseverance, and your unwavering dedication to excellence. Your success demonstrates
what can be achieved when passion for our heritage is matched by strong leadership and a clear mission.

| would also like to express my sincere appreciation to all the guests who joined us this evening and chose to
support the mission of the Polish Museum of America. Your presence and generosity help ensure that this
remarkable institution can continue its vital work for generations to come.

As the Museum looks toward the future, | wish you decades filled with prosperity, growth, groundbreaking
projects, grand exhibitions, educational initiatives, and memorable events. The success of the Polish Museum of
America is truly the success of Polonia. Every achievement of the Museum strengthens our entire community and
preserves the legacy that we proudly pass on to future generations.

Thank you once again for this extraordinary honor. | accept it with deep gratitude and with a renewed
commitment to serve our community to the very best of my abilities.

With sincere appreciation and respect,

’

'HuliJert J Cioramski
President

Polish American Congress
5216 W Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, IL 60630 e 773-649-3377 e contact@paciQ44.org e www.PACI944.0rg
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...protecting L.{e through all its stages!

Dear Friends of The Polish Museum of America,
Itis my great honor to welcome you to the 46th Annual PMA Summer Gala.

Last year we celebrated the remarkable 90th anniversary of the Polish Museum of America - a powerful
reminder not only of this institution’s longevity, but of its enduring legacy.

The Polish Museum of America is more than a museum. It is a living testament to the vision, sacrifice,
faith, and determination of the generations who came before us - individuals who believed our history,
culture, and stories were worth preserving.

Today, that responsibility belongs to all of us.

As we celebrate Polish American contributions to 250 years of American Independence, we also celebrate
a proud community that continues to shape the future while honoring its roots. Through its collections,
educational programs, and cultural outreach, the PMA continues to inspire future generations to remain
connected to their heritage and identity.

This evening is also an opportunity to recognize those whose dedication has strengthened this institution.
I would like to extend sincere gratitude to Micheline Jaminski, PMA Vice Chair of the Board, for her
twelve years of extraordinary service, leadership, and unwavering commitment to the Museum and its
mission. Her contributions have left a lasting impact on the PMA and the Polish American community.

We are also proud to honor this year’s Polish Spirit Award recipients: Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz,
and PNC Bank-lllinois. Your achievements and commitment reflect the very best of service, leadership,
and dedication to our shared heritage. We are deeply grateful for your contributions to the Polish Museum
of America, the Polish American community and proud to celebrate your accomplishments this evening.

To our patrons, sponsors, donors, volunteers, board members, staff, and friends of the Museum, including
those on the PMA Summer Gala Committee this year - thank you. Your support ensures that the Polish
Museum of America remains strong, vibrant, and meaningful for generations to come.

Together, we honor our past while building our future. Pamietajgc o przesztosci, budujemy przysztoSc.
With gratitude,

A zka Bastrzyk
Chair of the Board
Polish Museum of America

Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk, Nanonar Presioent | (773) 782-2602 | fax (773) 782-2741 | agnieszka-bastrzyk@prcua.org



POLISH SPIRIT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Since 1987, the Polish Spirit Award is given in recognition of the commitment
of an individual and/ or organization in promulgating Polish and Polish American heritage,
culture, and community as well as supporting The Polish Museum of America
in “Preserving the Past to Benefit the Future”

2025
KRZYSZTOF MATYSZCZYK

POLISH-AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION

2024
PROF. EWA RADWANSKA, M.D., PH.D.

POLISH SCOUTING ORGANIZATION OF ILLINOIS

2023
HALINA & STANISEAW URBANIAK

KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION

2022
DZIENNIK ZWIAZKOWY - POLISH DAILY NEWS

POLSTUDIOS INC. - TV POLVISION

2021
FRANK]. SPULA

JOZEF PILSUDSKI INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

2020
IZABELA ROMAN, M.D,, PH.D.

HOLY TRINITY POLISH MISSION

2019
DEBORAH L. GREENLEE

PADEREWSKI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

2018
MARIA BRONNY CIESLA, PMA PRESIDENT EMERITUS

POLISH & SLAVIC FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

2017
COPERNICUS FOUNDATION
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2016
POLISH AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2015
GIFT FROM THE HEART FOUNDATION

SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, CHICAGO

2014
JOANN S. 0ZOG

2013
POLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA

2012
KAZIMIERA BOBER, FOUNDER, KASIA’S DELI, INC.

2011
ALEX STOROZYNSKI

2010
TED & ALICE PRZYBYLO FAMILY

2009
TERESA N. ABICK

2008
POLISH AND POLISH AMERICAN VETERANS ASSOCIATION

2007
ALLIANCE OF POLISH CLUBS IN THE U.S.A.

2006
POLISH HIGHLANDERS ALLIANCE OF NORTH AMERICA

2005
WALTER L. SOJKA

2004
CHET & DOLORES SCHAEFER

2003
DONALD V. VERSEN, SR. & JOAN VERSEN

2002
STANLEY & BARBARA STAWSKI
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2001
POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA

2000
CHICAGO SOCIETY POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE

1999
LOT POLISH AIRLINES

1998
POLISH WOMEN’S ALLIANCE OF AMERICA

1997
SUPERINTENDENT MATT L. RODRIGUEZ, CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

1996
HIS EMINENCE ADAM CARDINAL MAIDA, ARCHBISHOP OF DETROIT

1995
POLISH AMERICAN MEDICAL SOCIETY

1994
JUSTICE MARY ANN MCMORROW, SUPREME COURT OF IL

1993
PEKAO TRADING CORPORATION

1992
U.S. CONGRESSMAN DAN ROSTENKOWSKI

1991
CHESTER S. & STELLA T. SAWKO

1990
. GEORGE & JOAN KOSINSKI

1989
LEGION OF YOUNG POLISH WOMEN

1988
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ALFRED L. ABRAMOWICZ, D.D.

1987
ALOYSIUS A. MAZEWSKI, PRESIDENT, PAC & PNA
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

proudly presents the

POLISH SPIRIT AWARD

to

HUBERT CIOROMSKI

in the individual category

and to

PIOTR UZAROWICZ

in the individual category

and to

PNC BANK

in the organization category

in recognition of their commitment to American Polonia
in promulgating Polish and Polish American heritage, culture,
and community as well as supporting
The Polish Museum of America
in its mission
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HUBERT J. CIOROMSKI

Hubert J. Cioromski is the Owner and CEO of TROY
Realty, Ltd. a third-generation commercial real
estate and property management firm that has
proudly served the Chicagoland area for more than
60 years. Under his leadership, TROY Realty has
continued its legacy of integrity, long-term
stewardship, and client-focused service across a
diverse portfolio of commercial properties. Troy
Realty, Ltd. is licensed in Illinois, Wisconsin, and
Florida, bringing multi-state expertise to complex
real estate transactions and asset management.

Board Member Positions

e Polish American Congress - National President (October 2025 - Present), National
Director (2015 - Present)

e (Copernicus Foundation - Chairman of the Board (Present), President (2010 - 2017),
Board Member (1995 - Present)

e [tasca Bank - Board of Directors (2023 - Present)

e Presence Hospital Foundation (Past Board Member)

e Appointed by 2 Governors of Illinois to the Office of Banks and Real Estate Board
(OBRE, 2001 - 2010)

e Metropolitan Bank Group (Past Board Member)

e Park National Bank of Chicago (Past Board Member)

Memberships & Affiliations

Hubert is actively involved in numerous professional and cultural organizations. He is a
member of the Polish National Alliance and the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America and
previously served as President of the Realtor Association of Northwest Chicagoland. He also
holds memberships with the Northern Illinois Commercial Association of Realtors (NICAR),
the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC), and the Chicago Association of Realtors
(CAR).

Awards
June 10, 2024, Hubert ]. Cioromski was awarded the Cavaliers Cross of the Order of Merit
from the Republic of Poland by President Andrzej Duda.

Education

Hubert received his BA in Business Administration and Marketing from Carthage College,
Kenosha, WI and continues to pursue ongoing education in Real Estate License, reinforcing
his commitment to professional excellence and regulatory compliance.

Hubert and his wife Lori have six children and several adorable grandchildren!
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PIOTR UZAROWICZ

Piotr Uzarowicz is a Polish American filmmaker, storyteller,
and creative strategist whose career has spanned
entertainment, technology, and digital media. Over more
than three decades, he has helped brands, studios, and
emerging companies shape stories and connect with
audiences during periods of major cultural and
technological change.

He is the producer of The Officer’'s Wife, a documentary
inspired by the lives of his Polish step-grandparents and
their experiences during and after World War II. The film
was screened at festivals nationally and internationally, as
well as screenings hosted by the Polish Museum of America,
the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago,
and the Institute of National Remembrance in Poland; it is
currently available on Amazon. It was honored with the Ann
Arbor Polish Film Festival 2011 Ewa Pieta Award for Best
Documentary. The film features music by Oscar-award winner Jan A.P. Kaczmarek. Rooted in
family history, the project reflects Piotr’s longstanding interest in memory, identity,
displacement, and the preservation of personal stories that might otherwise be lost to time.

His connection to the Polish American community is deeply personal and multigenerational.
His mother dedicated more than forty years to the Polish Saturday school system, where she
taught Polish language, history, and culture to generations of children - including her own
son. Today, she continues her involvement through The Polish Museum of America. Raised in
a blended immigrant family shaped by multiple generations of Polish arrivals to the United
States, Piotr credits both his biological and step-family histories with shaping his
understanding of identity, resilience, and cultural continuity.

While his professional career has focused on creative strategy and business development, his
personal creative work has centered on film, memory, and cultural preservation. Throughout
his work, he has remained interested in the intersection of storytelling, history, and identity;
using film and media not only as entertainment, but also as a means of preserving lived
experience and strengthening connections between generations.

The Polish Spirit Award recognizes his contributions as a filmmaker and storyteller, as well
as his commitment to honoring and preserving Polish heritage through creative work rooted
in history, family, and cultural memory.

Piotr lives in Los Angeles with his wife, Ellen, a costume designer, and their two daughters,

Harlow, a recent graduate of Boston University, and Evangeline, who is currently pursuing
studies in fashion design and management.
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PNC BANK

PNC is one of the largest diversified financial institutions in the United
States, delivering a full range of banking, lending, and advisory services.
What differentiates PNC—particularly in Chicago—is its ability to
combine national scale with a strong, relationship-driven local presence
rooted in the Chicagoland community.

With more than 120 branches across the region, PNC’s presence in
Chicago spans more than a century. That legacy continues to be defined
by stability, trust, and long-term relationships—principles that shape how
PNC operates across the Chicago market today.

Community investment is central to PNC’s identity and is deeply
embedded in its Chicago strategy. The bank supports a wide range of

organizations and initiatives across:

e Education and early childhood development
e Workforce and economic development

e Arts and cultural institutions

e Health and human services

This commitment is reflected in both financial investment and employee
engagement.

PNC is proud to have partnered with The Polish Museum of America.

EPNC
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Reprinted from the 2026 PRCUA Calendar: “Greetings from Polonia, USA”

ST. JOHN PAUL Il
NATIONAL SHRINE
WASHINGTON D.C.

It’s no secret that St. John Paul Il holds a very special place
in the hearts of Poles everywhere, so it is not surprising that
there are statues and memorials to the Polish pope anywhere
that Polish Americans gather. The statue of the pope in front
of the St. John Paul Il National Shrine in Washington, D.C. is
just one of many throughout the States.

« St. Hedwig Church, Wilmington, DE

« Church of Our Lady of Czestochowa, St. Casimir Parish,
Brooklyn, NY

« Our Lady of Peace Shrine, Santa Clara, CA

« Panna Maria, TX

« National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA
« St. Helen’s Church, Chicago, IL

« Pope Park, Hamtramck, Ml

« Maryhill Catholic Cemetery & Mausoleum, Niles, IL

« Papal Mass Plaque, Boston Common, Boston, MA

« Resurrection Cemetery, Justice, IL

«+ Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral, Raleigh, NC

« Virginia G. Piper Plaza, Phoenix, AZ

« Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, Houston, TX

« Pope John Paul Il Prayer Garden, Baltimore, MD

« St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Church, New York City, NY
Villa Maria College, Buffalo, NY

« St. Hyacinth Basilica, Chicago, IL

« Basilica of St. Louis King of France, New Orleans, LA

« Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver, CO

Hanks, Andrea. President Donald J. Trump and First Lady Melania Trump at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine,
Washington, D.C., June 2, 2020. Official White House photograph. Wikimedia Commons.

CASIMIR PUEASKI MONUMENT & FORT PULASKI
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

General Kazimierz Putaski, a nobleman and military commander, is remembered for
his heroic service while fighting for independence and freedom in both Poland and
the United States. Known as the “Father of the American Cavalry,” he died of wounds
sustained during the Battle of Savannah, giving his life for this country. He is quoted as
saying, “l came here, where freedom is being defended, to serve it, and to live or die for
it.” His service and sacrifice have inspired Polish Americans for centuries, and the many
memorials dedicated to his memory are a vivid testament to that fact.

Monterey Square, Savannah, GA Monument to Putaski and Other Eminent
Freedom Plaza, Washington, D.C. Poles, Denver, CO
Patterson Park, Baltimore, MD Monument and statue, Hartford, CT

“American Freedom Fighters” statue, « Bustin Stevens Point, WI
Peterson Park, Poland, OH

« Statue in Provid RI
Fort Putaski National Monument, Cockspur X ueAln royl er]cef
Island, GA « Putaski Park in Wilmington, DE

Putaski Park in Holyoke, MA
Putaski Road and Park, Chicago, IL

Coastal News Co. Pulaski Monument, Savannah,
GA. Postcard, Private collection

Coastal News Co. The Moat, Fort Pulaski National
Park, Savannah, GA. Postcard, Private collection

Park and monument, Hammond, IN
Terrace of Heroes, Philadelphia, PA
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Reprinted from the 2026 PRCUA Calendar: “Greetings from Polonia, USA”

.

TADEUSZ KOSCIUSZKO
MONUMENT

WASHINGTON D.C.

One of two famed Polish Revolutionary War heroes who
fought for the freedom of the United States, General Tadeusz
Kosciuszko was a skilled military engineer and leader who
has become a beloved figure to Polish Americans. They see
in him someone who left his home country to lend his talents
and strategic vision to building a new nation founded on
the same principles of justice and equality that he wished
for Poland. His legacy inspires Polish Americans who seek
to honor their heritage and contribute to the progress of
America. In addition to multiple towns, counties, and streets
that are named in honor of General Kosciuszko, there is a
significant list of monuments and memorials dedicated to
his memory.

.

“American Freedom Fighters” Statue, Peterson Park,
Poland, OH

Statue in Boston, MA

Centennial Fountain, Philadelphia, PA

Statue on Solidarity Drive, Chicago, IL

Park and monument, East Chicago, IN

Fort Mercer, Red Bank, NJ

Fort Ticonderoga, Ticonderoga, NY

Jefferson Library Monticello, Charlottesville, VA
Kosciuszko Park, Chicago, IL

Monuments in Milwaukee, WI

Redbud Springs Park, Kosciusko, MS
Thaddeus Kosciuszko Park, Dublin, OH

United States Military Academy, West Point, NY
Monument in St. Petersburg, FL

Library. "Kosciuszko Monument, Washington, D. C." New York Public Library Digital Collections.

Dziadulewicz, Lynn. Katyn Monument, Exchange Place Plaza, Jersey City, New Jersey. Photograph, modified. 2025.
Lower Manhattan Skyline from Jersey City. Photograph, mgd4iﬁed. 2024. Wikimedia Commons.

The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Photography Collection, The New York Public



Reprinted from the 2026 PRCUA Calendar: “Greetings from Polonia, USA”

ARDEN: HELENA MODJESKA HISTORIC
HOUSE AND GARDENS
MODJESKA CANYON, ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Polish Americans have contributed to the arts since their arrival in the
United States. One of the first and arguably greatest stars of Polish ancestry
was Helena Modrzejewska, known by her stage name of Helena Modjeska.
Living in a world before motion picture and television, Modrzejewska
became the most popular actress in the world at the turn of the 19th and
20th centuries. Revered for her portrayal of Shakespearean characters
on hundreds of stages in the U.S. and Europe, Modrzejewska used her
immense fame to champion the causes of her beloved Poland at a time

when it had been partitioned by tsarist Russia, Prussia and the Austro- Madam Helena Modjeska at Arden.

Hungarian Empire. From 1888 until 1909, Helena Modjeska was a much- Photograph, Courtesy Orange County Archives.

loved pioneer resident of Orange County, California, where she built the

house she called “Arden” after the Forest of Arden in the Shakespearean Helena Modjeska's home, “Arden,” Modjeska Canyon.
play, “As You Like It.” Photograph, Courtesy Orange County Archives.

THE CARMELITE MONASTERY AND
SHRINE
MUNSTER, INDIANA

The Discalced Carmelite Fathers Monastery in Munster was founded
in 1952 by a group of Polish Discalced Carmelite friars who came
to America after World War Il to devote themselves to the pastoral
care of their countrymen. To emphasize the inexpressible spiritual
beauty of God’s mercy, they created a shrine and garden containing
statues of Polish saints in the many grottos and chapels. These
statues are decorated with many unusual minerals, crystals, and
rock formations, and they give Polish Americans and other pilgrims
from the Chicagoland area and beyond a place of solace and natural
beauty to connect with their faith.

Curt Teich & Co. Grotto Entrance. c. 1955. postcard,
code SED-161. Private collection, scanned image.
Curt Teich & Co. Polish Millennium Window,
America’s Bicentennial Window. c. 1955. postcard,
code SED-162. Private collection, scanned image.

Fallih Milsasivm Windaw Amdsioa’t Blisaressial Woadew

35



Reprinted from the 2026 PRCUA Calendar: “Greetings from Polonia, USA”

NICOLAUS COPERNICUS
MONUMENT
SOLIDARITY DRIVE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Polish Americans are rightly proud of Nicolaus
Copernicus (1473-1543), the outstanding Polish
astronomer, mathematician, lawyer, doctor and
| economist, creator of the heliocentric theory and
authorofthework devoted toit, “On the Revolutions
of Heavenly Spheres.” Polish children learn the
saying, “Wstrzymat storice, ruszyt ziemie. Polskie
go wydato plemie,” which translates to “He halted
the sun, and moved the earth. The Polish nation
gave him birth.” Mikotaj Kopernik (as he’s known in
Polish) developed the theory that the earth was not
the center of the universe, but rather one of many
planets that rotate around its sun. This was a huge
shift in the thinking of the day and had important
consequences for future scientific thought.

« Astronomers Monument, Griffith Observatory,
Los Angeles, CA i

« Adler Planetarium, Chicago, IL

« Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Ml ‘

» Kopernik Observatory & Science Center, Vestal, NY l
i
|

« United Nations Headquarters, New York City, NY
« Statue in Utica, NY |
» Monument in Philadelphia, PA i

« Monument to Putaski and Other Eminent Poles,
Denver, CO

= S s R

Dziadulewicz, Elizabeth. Copernicus Monument in front of Adler Planetarium, Solidarity Drive, Chicago, IL. Photograph, 2025

THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF
OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA
DOYLESTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, also known as American
Czestochowa, began in 1953 as a small chapel dedicated to the Black
Madonna of Czestochowa at Jasna Géra Monastery. Reorganized as
a shrine and consecrated in 1966 in conjunction with the thousandth
anniversary of Poland’s Christianity, it quickly became a destination of
pilgrims from around the United States and the world. St. John Paul Il
visited twice, as have leading political and church leaders. In the years
since its founding, a new church building was added, along with a Polish- Wyco Color Productions. National Shrine of Our Lady
American cemetery (including monuments to Poland's third prime minister of Czestochowa. c. 1970s. Postcard, scanned image.
Ignacy Paderewski, the Polish-Lithuanian hussars, and the victims of the
Katyn massacres), a monastery, retreat house, and visitor center.

Wyco Color Productions. National Shrine of Our
Lady of Czestochowa, Christ of the Andes. c. 1970s.
— = - Postcard, scanned image.

36




Reprinted from the 2026 PRCUA Calendar: “Greetings from Polonia, USA”

IGNACY JAN PADEREWSKI

BUST

THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA,
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Ignacy Jan Paderewski was a renowned Polish pianist,
composer, and statesman whose extraordinary talent and
charisma made him one of the most celebrated musicians
of his time. He achieved international fame for his
virtuoso piano performances and Romantic compositions,
which captivated audiences across Europe and America.
Paderewski was a patriot who worked tirelessly for Polish
independence, using his fame to advocate for Polish
sovereignty during World War I. He served as prime minister
and foreign minister of a newly independent Poland, signing
the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, the document that ended
the war and restored the Polish state after 123 years of
partitions.

Paderewski Room, Polish Museum of America, Chicago, IL
Memorial marker, Arlington National Cemetery, VA
Friendship Botanic Gardens, Michigan City, IN

National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA
Monument to Putaski and Other Eminent Poles, Denver, CO
Steinway Hall, New York City, NY

St. Michael the Archangel Church, Chicago, IL

Carnegie Library, Paso Robles, CA

Paderewski star, Hollywood Star Walk of Fame, CA

Polish Falcons of America Nest 8, Pittsburgh, PA

Smulski House, Chicago, IL

Statue in Los Angeles, CA

Paderewski Vineyard, Paso Robles, CA

Dziadulewicz, Elizabeth. Ignacy Jan Paderewski Bust, Polish Museum of America, Photograph. 2025.

POLISH VETERANS MEMORIAL

MARYHILL CATHOLIC CEMETERY
NILES, ILLINOIS

Poles have always had a great reverence for the war veterans in
their midst. Anywhere Polish Americans have settled, there is a
good chance of finding a plaque or monument honoring the service
of their countrymen. The Polish Veterans Memorial in suburban
Chicago, dedicated in 1975, stands in a section reserved for Polish
soldiers who fought for freedom in many wars but could not return
to their homeland.

Polish Army Veterans Home Association of America, New York City, NY
Centennial Fountain, Philadelphia, PA

Polish Military Heritage Museum of New York, New York City, NY
National Catholic War Veterans Monument, Dundalk, MD
United States Military Academy, West Point, NY

Polish Legion Marker, Gettysburg National Military Park, PA
World War | Memorial, St. Adalbert Catholic Cemetery, Niles, IL
Marker to Polish American Freedom Fighters, Glen Cove, NY
San Jacinto Monument, La Porte, TX

Polish Freedom Fighters Memorial Marker, East Meadow, NY
Battle of Savannah Battlefield Park, Savannah, GA

St. John Kanty Cemetery, Belleview, NE

Polish Institute of Culture and Research, Orchard Lake, MI

Old Barracks Museum, Trenton, NJ

Peterson Park, Poland, OH

National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force, Pooler, GA
Camp Radziminski marker, Mountain Park, OK

Chapel of Mary Queen of Polish Martyrs of World War Il, St. Mary’s
Cemetery, Turners Falls, MA

Fort Ticonderoga, Ticonderoga, NY
Fort Putaski National Monument, Cockspur Island, GA
Poland’s Contribution in World War Il Memorial, Buffalo, NY

Ferro Fountain of the Righteous, Holocaust Museum & Education
Center, Skokie, IL

Dziadulewicz, Elizabeth. Polish Veterans Memorial, Maryhill Catholic Cemetery, Niles, IL. Photograph, 2025.
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PRCUA CHURCHES

It is no secret that Poles hold their faith
close to their hearts. Wherever Polish
communities formed, a church would
soon follow. The number of churches
established by Polonia can be counted
in the hundreds, with the majority in the
Midwest and the East Coast states. The
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
was instrumental in establishing many
churches in the dioceses of Chicago,
Detroit, and Buffalo, including the
“mother church” of Chicago’s Polonia,
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church and St.
Albertus Church, the oldest Polish parish
in Detroit.

St. Albertus Catholic Church.
Postcard, Courtesy of Celeste
Grabowski

St. Stanislaus Catholic Church.

. St. Albertus Church, finished in 1885. St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, established
POStC.ards scanned image. Courtesy The meeting that is considered the first in 1867. Its first pastor, Reverend Vincent
of chicagopostcards.info. convention of the PRCUA, where the Barzyriski of the Congregation of the
organization was formed, was held here in Resurrection, was one of the early leaders
1873. of the PRCUA.
| . 100 YEARS OF PROGRESS
I = NSRRI
| PANMNA MARIA, TEXAS
4 IMMACULATE
CHURCH

PANNA MARIA, TEXAS

THE OLDEST POLISH SETTLEMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES

Many of the largest Polish American communities
are found on the East Coast and Midwest, but the
first and oldest permanent Polish settlement in the
United States can be found in Texas. Panna Maria
(translated: Lady Mary), was founded when over a
hundred families from the Upper Silesia region of
Poland joined their countryman, Father Leopold
Moczygemba (one of the founders of the PRCUA),
who had secured land for them. They celebrated
their first Mass on Christmas Eve, 1854, and built the
first Polish church in the United States a year later—
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Church. The original settlers and subsequent
immigrants founded additional communities
whose names reflected their Polish roots such as
Cestohowa, Kosciusko and St. Hedwig. The Polish
Heritage Center of Panna Maria celebrates the story
and legacy of these early settlers.

Publisher unknown. 100 Years of Progress 1854—1954:
Panna Maria, Texas, Immaculate Conception Church.
Postcard, Private collection, scanned image.

Griffin, Cathy. Interior of Immaculate Conception Church,
Panna Maria, Texas. Postcard. Publisher unknown. Private
collection, scanned image.




Celebrating Polish American contributions to 250 years of American Independence

From the collections of The Polish Museum of America

(Above) Pulaski at Savannah by Stefan Batowski.

(Below) October 6, 1779 register written five days before Putaski's death, by Major Andrew Nixon,
titled, “A Brigade Return of Cavalry Commanded by Genl. Count Pulaski.”
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(Above, left-right) Lock of hair of Tadeusz Ko$ciuszko.
Lithograph depicting Tadeusz Kosciuszko.

(Left) March 3, 1779, West Point, letter by
Tadeusz KosSciuszko to Major John Armstrong.

(Below) December 31, 1816, Monticello, by
US President Thomas Jefferson as power of attorney
to transfer funds to Kosciuszko.
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(Above) Civil War Memorabilia.

(Below, left) Gen. Wtodzimierz B. Krzyzanowski mementos - fragments of uniform fabric
andhandle from the coffin; (right) photograph of Gen. Krzyzanowski.
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(Above, left) Portrait of Peter Kiolbassa - a Chicago treasurer and Polish Roman Catholic Union of America President.
(Center) The Bible belonging to Antoni Smarzewski Schermann - the first recorded permanent Polish settler in Chicago.
(Right) Helena Modrzejewska as Mary Stuart - one of the most celebrated Polish actresses of the 19th century.

(Below) Ignacy Jan Paderewski before his concert at Carnegie Hall.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hovemder 29, 1916.

¥y dear Mr. Rostemkowskii-

May I not express to you and to all con-
corned my warmest thanks for your gonerous message?
It gave me tho groatost setisfaction to be z0 reo-

menh ored. 8
Cordially and sincerely yours,
P s (Left) November 29, 1916 letter signed by US
//’.(;/N /7 /A ‘ President Woodrow Wilson, to Piotr
s i Rostenkowski, PRCUA President.

Mr. P. gHosterkowskl, President,
Soaxd of Directors, Polish Homan Catholic Uniom,
Chicago, Ill.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Cotober 185, 1944

Dear Father Bojnowski;

Wy hearty grootings to the pastor and congro-
gabion of Sacxrwd Heart Chureih, lew Britain, on toe
bappy occasion of the Goldon Jubilee of its Lfounding.

1 am told that this is the firot church especially
established in New Sritain to minfster to bthe spiritusl
needs of Polish Cathiclics.

I an sure that the approaching coamenoration
will impbus all who partisipate with a quickenssd sonde
of sppreciation of the blesaings of civil and religious
1iberty. Ocd grant that thosa blesaings say also soon
retarn to long-suffering Poland when that country is
raleased froo the horpor of lasi terrorisc.

Very sincerely yours,

- In.-*#,,'. ‘/%d/&/f—

Reverend Iuolan Sojanowski,
Pastor,

Sacred beart Church,

New Briisin, Comscticut,

(Right) October 18, 1944 letter signed by US
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, to Rev. Lucian
Bojnowski, Sacred Heart Church Pastor.
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6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

8:30 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

EVENING PROGRAM

Cocktail Hour
Welcome

Invocation

Toast

Dinner

Greetings

Recognition of Donors
& Polish Spirit Award
Artistic performance

Music and Dancing

Silent Auction Concludes

Silent Auction Commences

Mateusz Bomba, 2026 Summer Gala Chair
Rev. Robert Bedzinski, SChr, Chaplain
Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Board Chair
Matgorzata Kot, Managing Director
Regina Jurkowska, Consul General

of the Republic of Poland in Chicago

Agnieszka Bastrzyk
Matgorzata Kot

Polonia Polish Folk Song & Dance Ensemble

Anthony Kawalkowski Orchestra




DINNER MENU
Wine Served with Entrée
Cream of Mushroom Soup with Croutons

O’Hare Salad served with Peaches

ENTREE SELECTIONS

Filet Mignon
with Garlic Red Mashed Potatoes
and Steamed Asparagus with Carrots

or

Baked White Fish in Wine Butter Gravy
with Roasted Potatoes
and Green Beans with Breadcrumbs

or

Vegetable Lasagna
with Grilled Seasonal Vegetables
and Beets Baked with Honey and Feta Cheese

DESSERT

Strawberry Ice Cream

Coffee and Tea Service
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MATEUSZ BOMBA
CHAIR OF THE 46TH PMA SUMMER GALA

Mateusz Bomba is a multi-talented performer, actor,
singer, and dancer, who is known throughout
Chicago’s Polish American community for his
longtime involvement with the Polonia Ensemble of
the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
(PRCUA).

Born in Rzeszow, Poland, Mateusz emigrated to
Chicago with his parents in 2007 at the age of 14.
Dedicated to preserving his Polish heritage, he
attended St. Ferdinand Polish School and joined the
Polonia Ensemble that same year. Through
performances across the United States and
internationally, he has spent nearly two decades
promoting and celebrating Polish culture within the
Polish American community.

Mateusz began his professional career with PRCUALife in 2016 while pursuing a
degree in Business Administration and Management. He started in sales and
marketing, then advanced to Fraternal Department Coordinator before expanding his
expertise in life insurance and annuities. His interest in underwriting eventually led
him to transition into the New Business Department, where he currently serves as a
Life Insurance and Annuity Specialist. As he continues to grow within the insurance
industry, Mateusz is working toward his underwriting certification (Charted Life
Underwriter, CLU) through PRCUALife and aspires to pursue an MBA in the future.

As a dedicated PRCUA member, Mateusz has served as President of PRCUA District 7
since 2018. In this role, he has demonstrated strong leadership, organizational skills,
and an ongoing commitment to supporting PRCUA members through community
events, programs, and district initiatives.

Mateusz and his wife, Victoria, are proud parents to their daughter Milena (3) and son
Leon (8 months). Together, they remain committed to preserving Polish traditions
and sharing Polish culture with the next generation.

Through his work in the arts, professional achievements, and community leadership,
Mateusz continues to make a meaningful impact on the Polish American community.



POLONIA SONG AND FOLK DANCE ENSEMBLE

The POLONIA Song and Folk Dance Ensemble was
established in Chicago 40 years ago, under the patronage
of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (PRCUA).
The Ensemble promotes artistic passion and love for

Poland, its culture and history, art and traditions, folk
dance and music. It also inspires and motivates Polish youth to embrace their
culture by singing and dancing locally, as well as around the world. The
ensemble consists of multiple groups of dancers, varying in ages from 3 to 30
years old.

Since the beginning of its existence, the POLONIA Ensemble has been an
ambassador of Polish folklore, traveling to the farthest corners of the world,
giving concerts in the USA and 27 countries in Asia, Europe, the Middle East,
and North and South America. For its merits and outstanding achievements in
promoting Polish folk culture, the POLONIA Ensemble has been awarded the
Gold Medal of the "Polish Community" and it is the one of most recognized
Polish groups in Chicago.
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THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Agnieszka Bastrzyk Chair
Micheline Jaminski Vice Chair
Richard Owsiany President

Andrzej Pawlowski
Paul Odrobina
Victoria Granacki
John Chitkowski

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Consul General of the Republic
of Poland in Chicago *

Virginia Cudecki
Piotr Janicki
Marek Kowalczyk
Kornelia Krol, MD
Stephen Kusmierczak

Hon. Thaddeus Machnik

EMPLOYEES

Matgorzata Kot
Managing Director

Barbara Kozuchowska
Iwona Bozek Operations Manager

Head Librarian/Spec. Coll. Dariusz Lachowski

Krzysztof Branka Website Administrator
Tour Guide/Museum Asst. Jan M. Lory$
Beata Czerkawski Historian
Tour Guide/Museum Asst. Halina Misterka
Jan Goéra Head Archivist
Maintenance Katarzyna Ogoérek
Krystyna Grell Financial Administrator
Librarian

Beata Pawlikowska
Tour Guide/Museum Asst.

Vice President
Vice President
Secretary

Legal Counsel

Bogdan Ogorek
Sharon Orlowski
Matgorzata Palka

Robert Pine *
Ben Sipiora
Mary Jane Robles
Anna Sokolowski

Betty Uzarowicz

*Honorary

Sergio Romero
Tour Guide/Museum Asst.
Julita Siegel
Curator
Teresa Sromek
Admin. Manager/Archivist
Gregory Wiley
Weekend Security

Daniela Wojas
Collection Care/Content Creator



Caitlin Baker
John Gliwa

Maciej Baran
Maria Baran
Andrzej Baraniak
Slawomir Bielawiec
Halina Bieniewska
Joanna Blach
Matgorzata Btaszczuk
Daniel Bocigga
Mateusz Bomba
Janusz Bossowski
Andrzej Brach
Roberta Brewster

Elzbieta & Czestaw Brudek

Lucie Bucki
Stawek Budzik
Christine Burd
Joanna Burek

Bogustawa Chrzanowska

Krystyna Cygielska
Mary Jane Czypura
Agnieszka Dobrzycki
Mark Dobrzycki
Lukasz Dudka
Elizabeth Dziadulewicz
Carlos Escobar
Ewa Figurski
Anna Fitko
Anna Grabowski
Claudia Grzeszczuk
Marge Grzeszczuk

INTERNS
Grace Jones
Karolina Kawula
Zitlali Molina

VOLUNTEERS
Judy Hoffman
Barbara Jakacka
Urszula Jarzabek
Rafat Jurak
Eliza Kasjan-Gorecki
Beata Kociotek
Marta Kossecka-Rawicz
Aneta Kowalczyk
Lidia Kowalewicz
Hank Kulesza
Bogustaw Kwasny
Bogdan tanko
Ewa Malcher-Serocka
Magdalena Marczewska
Joanna Marszatek
Justine Michalak
Andrzej Mikotajczyk
Anne Moschopoulos
Jacek Niemczyk
Katarzyna Niziotek
Ignacy Ogérek
Klemens Ogoérek
Alicja Otap

Kinga Pawlikowska-Tamulis

Michat Perzynski
Liliana Piekarski
Dariusz Pilka
Jolanta Plesiewicz
Dorota Pottorak-Citak

Amy Stryczula
Kayah Tracz

Julie Prado
Lily Prado
Hanna Przybylski
Anna Ratka
Madia Robles
Dorota & Marek Rowicki
Jadwiga Rup
Kevin Ryba
Barbara Rybinski
Zygmunt Rygiel
Oleksandra Serbul
Piotr Serocki
Agnieszka Sivis
Jolanta Sokotowski
Mark Sorbi
Patricia Stepniak
Richard Sutton
Zofia Szydlowski
Joanna Trzos
Pam Tuytens
Marianna Wasilewska
Paulina Wegierek
Claudine Wicker
Conrad Wiecek
Marcel Wiecek
Teresa Wierzbicka
Teresa Wéjcik
Jolanta Zachara
Jacek Zielinski
Jan Zienko

The volunteer Board of Directors meets quarterly and serves on committees without compensation.

Employees represent over 150 years of combined PMA experience with higher education in related fields,
in addition to continuous professional development, as well as a passion for Poland and Polonia.

This compilation of volunteers is done in alphabetical order based on those who register or who have
provided service of which the PMA is aware. Each hour donated is a multiplier that advances the plans of
the PMA. There are many more individuals working on committees, giving of their time, or more, whose
names are not reflected here, but to whom the PMA extend its sincerest Bdg zaptac!

49



SUSTAINING DONORS

The Polish Museum of America recognizes the following who annually contribute
Their donation is a belief in the work of the PMA

S v/
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
In Memory of Jack & Dorothy Radgowski

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
Jamie & Stephen Kusmierczak
Susan & Neal Ryan
Deborah Greenlee
Betty Uzarowicz
Leo Niemiec Trust
Malgorzata Palka & Daniel Sobol
Robert B. & Jadwiga Roguska Kyts, MD Foundation
Edward T. & Ellen K. Dryer Charitable Foundation
Stella Wolfe
Mira Puacz
Jeffery Pakula
Victoria Granacki
PNC Bank
Copernicus Foundation
Chicago Society Foundation
Benjamin & Frances David Foundation
Richard Zaber
Anna & Richard Paré
Rosenstiel Foundation
Snape Family Foundation
Kasia’s Deli
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

The Polish Museum of America recognizes
the ongoing grant support received from the Republic of Poland

. Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
" Republic of Poland

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland

& %{ Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Z’;f M"\ Republic of Poland
%@;@\%

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland

.: POLONIKA

POLONIKA The National Institute of Polish Cultural Heritage Abroad

Consulate General
of the Republic of Poland
in Chicago

Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago

STATE
ARCHIVES

State Archives of the Republic of Poland
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= IN MEMORIAM c3

Wallace Ozog Richard Ciesla

GBREOD EREDOD
PMA Board Chair 1998-2010 PMA Life Member
PMA Life Member

Jerzy Filus Donald Versen Sr.

ERHOD GERHEOD
PMA Life Member PMA Life Member
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The PMA would like to express its heartfelt appreciation to
all its generous donors who give throughout the year.
Without them, the PMA would not be able to fulfill its
mission of safeguarding Polish and Polish American history
and artifacts.

Additional thanks go to a generous, anonymous PMA
supporter, who graciously committed a $50,000 matching
donation, which was swiftly met.

The PMA is grateful to the following donors
who chose to support the traditional
Summer Gala appeal

RED POPPY

Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America

In Memory of
Jack and Dorothy Radgowski



Brenda Bruce & Dr. Alvin M. Fountain II
Deborah Greenlee
Stephen & Jamie Kusmierczak
Wesley - Granacki Family
Betty & Piotr Uzarowicz & Family

) WHITE PopPy -
Chicago Society Foundation
Legion of Young Polish Women
Jeffrey Pakuta
Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
COL (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Ret)

Susan & Neal Ryan
& Thomas & Melissa Radgowski

[sabella Szymanski Stralka



PINK POPPY
Virginia Cudecki

Richard & Anna Paré Family Foundation

BIALY KRUK

Chester J. Barbasiewicz
Maria Ciesla & Family - In memory of Richard Ciesla
Andrew & Bozenna Haszlakiewicz
Marek & Agnieszka Kowalczyk
Dr. Kornelia Krol, M.D., Women for Women OBGYN
Hon. Thaddeus Machnik
Thaddeus Makarewicz
Conrad Miczko
Nutracerix.com - Dr. Violette Kolcan, M.D., 0.M.D.
Joann Ozog & Family - In memory of Wallace Ozog
Matgorzata Palka & Daniel Sobol
Richard & Mary Panek
Hon. Maria Pappas
Andrzej & Anna Pawlowski
Polish National Alliance of the U.S. of N.A.
Polish Teachers Association in America
John Schoen & Antoinette Trela
Ben & Jolanta Sipiora
Anna Sokolowski
Matgorzata Webb
Joseph Zurawski



CURATOR

George S. Bobinski, Ph.D.
John Chitkowski
Kris Jarantoski
Amy Ripepi & Garry Grasinski
Frances & Mitchell Wiet

ARCHIVIST

Iwona & Grzegorz Bozek
Dr. Geraldine Balut Coleman
Elizabeth Jachimowicz Fanuzzi
Jessica King
Karen Kozlow
Walter Kretchik & Pamela Kontowicz
Miroslawa Link
Carleen & Jan Lorys
Angela & Edward Muszalski
Paul Odrobina
Richard Owsiany
Beata Pawlikowska & Andrius Tamulis, Ph.D.
Joanna & Robert Skoczen
Matthew Szafranski
Danuta Urbikas



LIBRARIAN

Alexandra Brzezinski Salvatore Marino
Agnieszka Chruszczyk Robert Michalak
Antoni Czupryna Witold Pawlikowski
Derwinski - Parta Family Wanda Penar
Peter & Agnes Dykas Family Mary & Al Pizzato
Howard & Irene Fisher Hon. Richard Poremski
Anthony Kawalkowski Dr. Ewa Radwarnska
Leonard & Annette Kogut Mary Jane Robles
Matgorzata Kot Sondra Stevenson Rothe
Barbara Kozuchowska Joan Schmidt
Luke Lewandowski Anna & Mirostaw Stanielun
Rev. Andrew Luczak Wanda Urbanski
REGISTRAR
Charles & Gladys Andersen Il Gregg Rojewski
Christine Frankowicz Burd Jadwiga Rup
John & Amanda Cebrowski Barbara Toboy
Edward Krolikowski Nancy Workman
CONSERVATOR
Ann Birkner Grazyna Drozdziak Krzysztof Wietecki
Ewa & Stanley Cuba Michael Peskura Wydawnictwo Evergreen

Tom Startek

“A Museum of the dimensions and scope of the Polish Museum of America cannot
be the operation or concern of one individual.”
Joseph A. Drobot, PMA Chairman, 1979



Best Wishes to the
Polish Museum of America
on the occasion of its
46" Summer Gala

Congratulations to this year’s
Polish Spirit Award Recipients:

Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz,
and PNC Bank Illinois

| —

Be a part of a
proud tradition of
supporting and
celebrating Polish
culture and
heritage for over
150 years.

Become a
member today!

il

Life Insurance, Annuities & Member Benefits | PRCUA.oraG I (773)782-2755
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Congratulations to the Polish Museum of America on the occasion of its
46th annual Summer Gala. Best wishes to the Spirit Award honorees
Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz, and PNC Bank-Illinois.
Wielkie Brawal!
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celebrating Polish American contributions
to 250 years of American Independence

and

POLISH SPIRIT AWARD RECIPIENT
Hubert Cioromski

Piotr Uzarowicz
PNC Bank-Illinois

THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION supports students, scholars, scientists, and
artists in their academic pursuits. In the past year alone, the Foundation
awarded $2 million in scholarships, grants, and fellowships, and is

dedicated to increase American understanding of Polish culture and

history through programs in New York City, Washington DC, and

across our 11 active chapters nationwide.

By becoming a member or making a donation, you will not only
help fund these essential programs but also become part of a
legacy that has made a lasting impact on countless lives.

Make an Impact on the Polish-American Community

BECOME A MEMBER OF
THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION

For more information visit www.thekf.org or contact us at 212-734-2130
The Kosciuszko Foundation, Inc.15 East 65th Street I New York, NY 10065




The Polish Museum of America
and the 2026 Polish Spirit Awardees

Since 1971, the PACCF has donated over
in monetary, medical equipment and much needed supplies
to organizations in Poland, serving those with physical,
visual and psychological disabilities, especially the children.
This has only been possible through the support
of individuals within Polonia and beyond.

This work is sustained entirely by the generosity
of individuals like you. Reach out at
to become part of something meaningful.
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Officers Directors

Christopher Nowotarski Agnieszka Bastrzyk

President Elmwood Park, IL
Steve Tokarski Marian Grabowski
Vice President Surprise, AZ

Peter Buchcar Bogumila Padowski
Secretary Des Plaines, IL

Antoinette Trela
Treasurer

Get Involved

paccf.org | paccf@paccf.org | 773.763.9942
6645 N. Oliphant Ave. Ste A, Chicago, IL 60631
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TROY COMPANIES

REAL ESTATE LTD.

SINCE 1960

Supporting The Polish Museum
For Decades

Building Relationships - Shaping Communities
Since 1960

Now Serving SW Florida

TROY COMMERCIAL

REAL ESTATE LTD

TROY REM.TYMMANAGEMENT

Chicago, lllinois
TROY REALTY, LTD. : 773.792:3000 TROY COMPANIES

E: info@troyrealtyltd.com
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CONGRATULATIONS

to the 2026 Polish Spirit Award Recipients:

HUBERT CIOROMSKI, PIOTR UZAROWICZ, ..« PNC BANK-ILLINOIS

8.\ &3
f‘_"E_ROGi PIEROGI | *

oy
> ~

gt I S
i EES <l

i
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Quality & Tasle

- A FAMILY TRADITION SINCE 1982 -
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¥ BEST OF § ¥ avasn Y Expettls.a "]' oo
2020 § PIEROGI PIEROGI
———
KasiasDeli.com
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 HONORING
LEADERSHIP
THAT LEAVES

A LASTING
LEGACY

Itasca Bank & Trust Co. proudly congratulates
the honorees of the Polish Museum of America
Summer Gala, including our Director,
Hubert J. Cioromski. We are honored to
support the PMA and its mission to preserve
and celebrate Polish heritage and culture.

Proud Supporter of the
Polish Museum of America

l ® Itasca Bank & Trust Co.
O < it v Ve # fiine

Phone: 630-773-0350 | ItascaBank.com  wemser
FDIC
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:\ =g@*)) COOK COUNTY TREASURER

Everything you
can do In person,
you can do at

cookcountytreasurer.com

el
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Eligible for a refund? Avoid Tax Sale. Where do your Tax
Search $122 million Check to make sure Dollars go?
in Refunds and your taxes are paid View taxing district
$33 miillion in Senior and not at risk of debt attributed to
Exemptions. going to Tax Sale. your property.




@ ELECTRICAL SUPPLY.CO.INC

847.801.5010

. www.WillowElectric.com




Signature
Bank

Y EARS

Congratulations to

Hubert J. Cioromski

Recipient of the 2026 Spirit Award

from the Polish Museum of America

Signature Bank

Celebrating 20 years

Driving business success through lasting relationships

SignatureBank.bank
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Pantheon Apartments

www.pantheonapartments.com
congratulates Hubert Cioromski, Piotr Uzarowicz
and PNC Bank for being awarded
the 2026 Polish Spirit Awards!

We also thank the Polish Museum of America
for their great work and dedication to Polonia!

Beautiful apartments to rent in the heart of Krakow!
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FOCUS ON
THINGS
MOST
IMPORTANT

TO YOU

Leave financial
matters to us

Since 1976, Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union serves the
Polish-American community offering a full scope of finan-
cial products and services for the entire family. Thanks to
the loyalty and trust of our members, we also create the

strength of the Polish community in the United States.

Visit one of our branches in the states of
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut,
Florida, Illinois and Pennsylvania
or open an account directly online
at www.psfcu.com!

OUR CREDIT UNION IS MORE THAN A BANK!

Membership restrictions apply to open an account. Other restrictions may also apply

3¢ POLISH
«SLAVIC

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Q 1.855.PSFCU.4U (1.855.773.2848)

ﬂ H H f www.psfcu.com | www.NaszaUnia.com

70



v

Logior of CYfourg CPstut O)Yformen

CONGRATULATES POLISH SPIRIT AWARD
RECIPIENTS: HUBERT CIOROMSKI,
PIOTR UZAROWICZ AND PNC BANK-ILLINOIS

Legion of Young Polish Women is for women of all ages who want to make
a difference. We are adding new committees and are looking for someone like
you to join! Attend our Summer Symposium to learn more, see where you can
put your valuable skills to use and contribute to building a better community.

For more information visit www.lypw.org




A ACRISURE, LLC"

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

FRANK A. CRISSIE
224.217.6553
fcrissie@acrisure.com

6400 Shafer Court, Suite 600
Rosemont, IL 60018




Members of the Polish Museum of America are the cornerstone of our community
Thank you for your Life Heritage, Life, and annual membership support

LIFE HERITAGE MEMBERS
Chester ]. Barbasiewicz

Charlene and Louis Bielakowski
In Memory of the Czernek and Golik Families

Chicago Chapter-Kosciuszko Foundation
In Memory of Jolanta Pawlikowski

Lieutenant General Leo J. Dulacki, USMCt
Mrs. and Mr. Peter H. Finie

Kenneth P. Gillt
In Loving Memory of Marlene ]. Wilczynski Gill

Alicja and Ryszard Glowacki

Rosalie Jankowski Lindbergt
In Loving Memory of Raymond L. Lindberg

Leo P. Niemiect
Dorota and Piotr Nowobilski
Anna and Andrzej Pawlowski

Polish American Congress Charitable Foundation
Christopher Nowotarski, President

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
Matgorzata Gradzki, Chair and Bogdan Chmielewski, President/CEO

Polish Educational and Cultural Foundation
Marcella Bush, President

Polish National Alliance of the U.S. of N.A.
Frank Spula, President

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
Agnieszka Bastrzyk, President

Polish Women's Alliance Charitable & Educational Foundation
In Memory of Sharon Zago

Susan and Neal Ryan

Antoinette Trela and John Schoen
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LIFE MEMBERS

Jan T. Archackit
Eugene Bak
Pamela & Harlan Berk
Charlene & Louis Bielakowski
Eleanor & Robert Bielenda
Halina Lucyna Bielowicz
Dee & Edwardt Blicharski
Maria Blinstrubast
Kazimiera “Kasia” Bobert
George S. Bobinski, Ph.D.
Helent & Stanley Boduch
Ann & Thomas Burzycki
Walter Cebulski, M.D.t
Kazimierz “Casey” Chlebek
Maria & Richardt Ciesla
Geraldine Balut Coleman, Ph.D.
Barbara & Romant Cooper
Council of Educators in Polonia
Virginia Cudecki
Benjamint & Francest David
Jacenty Marian Doboszt
Judith & Joseph Drobot, Jr.
Alicia & Robert Dutka, D.D.S.
Camille Einoder
Emilia Plater Polish School
Frank Filipek?
Jerzyt, Lidia & Krzysztof Filus
Robert Flor
Tomasz Galek
Clare Ann Gaouette

Irena & Brian Gavaghan

Malgorzata Glowacka
GoMacro, LLC
Elizabeth & Konrad Grabowski
Victoria Granacki
Edward Greent
Deborah L. Greenlee
Edward Grodecki, Jr.t
Annette Grodecki-Stone
Edmund Gronkiewiczt
Tadeusz & Danuta Gubala
Lucillet & Donald A. Gutowski
Bozenna & Andrew Haszlakiewicz
Caroline Haszlakiewicz & Mariusz Monte-Christo
Anna & Ferdynandt Hebal
Romuald Hejnat
L. Jessica Jagielnik
Agatat & Christopher Jaworowski
Joseph Conrad Yacht Club, Inc.
Caseyf & Annef Kania
Olga Kaszewiczt
Geraldinet & Donald Kearns, Sr.
Krystyna Ozarowska Kibisht
Eva Buch Kiljanska, M.D.*
Czeslawa & James Kolak
Joanna & Bogdan Konsur
Camille Kopielski
Ronald Korajczykt
Joan K.t & I. Georget Kosinski
Edmund Kotowskit
Agnieszka & Marek Kowalczyk
Michael L. Krajewski
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Claire Kania Krol
Jadwiga A. Krol, D.D.S.
Kornelia Krol, M.D.
Felicia Krupinskif
Dobroslaw Krysiakt
Eugenia Krzyzanski
Alicja Kuklinska
John Kulczycki
Henry Kulesza
Christopher Kurczaba
Michelle & Henry Kurzydlowski, M.D.
Janinat & Stanislaw' Kus
Jamie & Stephen Kusmierczak
Helen Kutza
Renee Krupinski Lamekat
Thomas R. Laskowski
Barbara & Mark Levandoski
Sophie Levandoski

Libby Levandoski-Wilhelm & Peter Wilhelm

Marisa & Luke Lewandowski
Rosaliet & Raymondt Lindberg
Sabina P. Logiszt
Carleen Lorys
Jan Lorys
Maria Loryst
Hon. Thaddeus S. Machnik
Thaddeus Makarewicz
Chester Markiewiczt
Rita Rose & Thomas Alvint Mauermann
Jozef F. Mazurek, M.D.

Felix Molski
Londont & Maryt Morawski
Walter J. Morrist
Muszalski & Szulc Families
Bernard A. Naborowskit
National Advocates Society
Leo P. Niemiect
Henrietta Nowakowski
Mary & William Nowakowski
Joseph “Pan Jozef” Oberaitis
Jeaninet & Edmundt Okonek
Jay Orbik, Ed.D.
Jon T. Osada
Joann & Wallacet Ozog
Ozog Families
Janice & Stanley Pajerski
Jeffrey R. Pakula
Malgorzata Justyna Palka
Mary Annet & Daniel Pankiewicz
Anna Paré, M.D. & Richard Paré, M.D.
Alexandra M. Paré
Kiki E. Paré
Cynthia Piech
Jo Kania Piegzikt
Barbara & Jan Plachta, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Anton Pliska
Danuta Plyer
Daniel Pogorzelski
Polish American Medical Society

Polish Genealogical Society of America

Robert E. Michalak
Conrad Miczko

Polish National Alliance of Brooklyn, USA#
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
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PRCUA Illinois/Indiana Women'’s Division#
PRCUA Sacred Heart Society #308
PRCUA Ss. Peter & Paul Society #542
PRCUA Catholic Action Society #1415
Polish Teachers Association of America
Polish Women'’s Alliance of America#
Richard P. Poremski
COL (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Ret.)
Bozena Prus
Mira Puacz
Cpt. Ronald J. Pytel, USPHS (Ret.)
Dorothyt & Jackt Radgowski
Prof. Ewa Radwanska, M.D., Ph.D.
Robaczewski & Cwiak Families
Henriette Rockst
Marie & Richard R.f Rogowski
Sondra Stevenson Rothe
Chet Schafert
Joan & Stant Schmidt
Eleanore Klebek Scottt
Vernon J. Seymour
Siberian Society of USA
Silver Bell Club #2365 of PNA
Joanna Skirucha
Joan Smuda & Norman Schroeder
Daniel J. Sobol
Anna & Markt Sokolowski
Regina Klebek Solmst
Estelle Sprengelt
Helena Sromekt
Karen & Robert Stanuch
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Tom Startek
Ben Stefanski IIt
Harold Streator & Kinga Rzyska
Catherine Sularski
Matthew Sularskit
Robert Sularski
Agnieszka & Stephen Sularski
Janusz & Linda Szyszko
Thomas M. Tirpak
Wladyslawa Toczyckat
Eugene Trela
Lorraine Turanot
Kathy & John Tylka
Dean Uminski & Family
United Polish Club, Elyria, OH
Betty & Zbigniew' Uzarowicz
Joan & Donaldf Versen, Sr.
Elizabeth Wadowski
Andreas Waldburg-Wolfegg
Vivian Walkosz, Ed.D.t
Julie & Bob Weiss
Frances & Mitchell Wiet
Charlotte J. Wilkt
Esther Witekt
Helen Damsz Wojcikt
Stella Wolfe
Sharon Zagot
Margaret Zalewski
Stanislawa Zawadzinska
Wallace Zielinskit

Joseph Zurawski



INSTITUTIONAL

Michael Brostowitz Malgorzata & Andrzej Pawlusiewicz
Lucie Bucki Polanki, Inc.
Patryk Carwinski PAC - Illinois Division
Catholic Order of Foresters Steven Rakowski
Frank |J. Baker & Co, LTD, CPA Very Rev. Gregory Sakowicz
Ewa A. Inglot Nancy Schanz-Kotlarz
Elizabeth Jachimowicz Joseph Steimla, Steimla & Associates, Inc.
Hon. Lindsey LaPointe Malgorzata Sypien, MD
Henry S. Magnuski & Cynthia Jose Adam Szpindor
Hon. Diann K. Marsalek Joseph E. Troiani
Joanna Pasek Piotr Warcholek, DVM
BENEFACTOR
Akademia Jezyka Polskiego Karen Kozlow Polska Szkota
i Kultury im. Marsz. J. Pitsudskiego Sandra Kozlowski im. Sw. Ferdynanda
Raymond Bolek Malgorzata Krydka Polska Szkota
Barbara Chalko Celeste S. Kuta im. Gen. Wi Andersa
Michael ]J. Chmiel Richard & Teresa Lach Polska Szkota
Steven Chmielewski John A. Laskey im. J. Kochanowskiego
Joanna Cholewinski Katarzyna Litak Polska Szkota
Joan Kuzma Costello Stephen W. Locke im. Marii Konopnickiej
Thomas ]. Czubak Rev. Andrew Luczak Polska Szkota
Antoni Czupryna Mary Majer im. Marii Sktodowskiej-Curie
Agnieszka Debicki Cynthia Marler Polska Szkota
Danuta Dobrzycki Ann Melichar im. Juliusza Stowackiego
Teresa Edwards Grazyna Miezal Hon. Aurelia Pucinski
Grazyna Ewert Lucyna Migala Bogdan Pukszta
Janis Falk Martin Minner James Pula
Dorothy Fugiel & Jerry Smith Dr. George Morgan Robert & Lucyna Radycki
Jeffrey Gaffke Julitta Mroczkowska-Brecher James & Elaine Robaczewski
Mary Gorny Michael & Nelly Niedzinski Miroslaw Rogala
Jacek Graca Katarzyna & Jacek Niemczyk Teresa Gierwielaniec Rozanacki
Paul Grajnert Eric Nierenberg Marek Rudnicki, MD
Malgorzata & John Hausdorff Robert Ogrodnik Mary Rymanowski
Richard & Sarah Jablonski Gerald Ortell Deborah A. Ryszka
Mark Jakubicki Neal Pease & Ewa Barczyk Isidore P. Ryzak
Richard & Micheline Jaminski Wanda Penar Wiladek Rzycki
Robert M. Janice Andrzej & Iwona Pietowski Iris Sawicka-Polehonka
Katarzyna Jankowski Michael Pietrzak Joanna Schmidt
Kris Jarantoski Daniel Pikarski Joseph Seliga
Paul A. Jaskoviak John Pikarski, Jr. Ben Sipiora
Stanley & Susan Jozefiak Mary Pizzato Richard Skrzynecki

Paul R. Konys Polamer, Inc. Debbie Somchay
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Anna & Miroslaw Stanielun Eva Trefz Claudine Wicker

[sabella Stralka Paul Tschann Linda & William Wilczek
Marta & Henryk Swica Wanda Urbanska Jolanta Wisnicki
Justyna Syzdol & Joseph Gajda Nancy & Art Utech Terrence Witkowski
Szkota Jezyka Polskiego Peter Wachowski John & Ewelina Worwag
im. Krélowej Jadwigi Mary R. Wajda Hon. E. Kenneth Wright, Jr.
Helen Szymczyk Eunice Warda Richard Zaber
Hon. Gerry Tarka John & Anne Knowles Wasileski Anthony Zaskowski
Wendy Taube Adam Zientkiewicz
FAMILY
Jan & Walt Baran Lynn Kaminski Richard Owsiany
Maria Baran John & Lynette Kielczewski Coleen Paderewski
Agnieszka & Daniel Bastrzyk Jessica King Patrycja Paszkot
Mary Lourdes Bird Katarzyna Klodnicka Beata Pawlikowska
& Phillip Pekron Kristin Kocan & Andrius Tamulis
Iwona & Grzegorz Bozek Janina Kosinska Karen Quinn
Zbigniew Bzdak Malgorzata Kot Joan Riley
Lori Beth Chalecki-Aalto Marianne & Ted Kozelka Gregg Rojewski
Judy & David Chattin Marianne Kozlowski Joseph & Zuzanna Setter
Malgorzata & Maya Chrzanowska Walter Kretchik Joanna & Robert Skoczen
Maureen Cieplak-Spiegel & Pamela Kontowicz Richard Staron
Cecylia Conforti Kathryn Krzykala Ewa Staszkiewicz
Danuta Czajkowska Josephine Lyskanowski ~ Bozena & Thomas Swiderski, Sr.
Mary Derwinski & Dave Parta Theresa Malinowski Elizabeth & Cezary Swiergula
Elzbieta Domian Jolanta Jarosz McNamara Anna Szpindor, MD
Agnes & Peter Dykas David Melichar Robert ]. & Marie Szyman
Anna & Steve Folga James Melichar Dylan Thompson
Robert Gawryla Bernice Skowronek Metzger Barbara Tybura
Miroslaw Girzynski Susan & Michael Mikos & Malgorzata Krivosic
Barry Goldberg Heddy Moskaluk Margaret Vignocchi
Arkadiusz Gorecki Anthony Nowak-Przygodzki Victoria Williams
Anna & Grzegorz Grabowski  Dorota & Krzysztof Ochwat Mariola K. Wysocka
Hon. Jonathan Clark Green Paul & Janice Odrobina Zabiega Family
Magdalena & Marcin Hebda  Bogdan & Katarzyna Ogorek Andy Zareba
James Incledon, Jr. Phyllis Olsen Anna Zawadzka
Andrew & Aneta Janczak Liz & Roger Opiela & Joseph Sobczak
PATRON
Dennis Antkowiak John Cieply Stella Dowd
Roman Barczynski Adam T. Cios, MD Jolanta Duda
Stephanie Orlowicz Bartz Ewa Wypijewska Clarke Warren Dulski
Joan Bellagamba Lydia C. Conrad Andrzej Dylewski
Elzbieta Berkowicz Krystyna Cygielska Stella Dzierozynski
Sandi Bisceglia Kathleen D’Attomo Anita Eilmes
Andrew Cachro III Marcel Derosier Shantell Escanuela
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Claire Esker
William Galush
Monica Goetz
Halina Grunwald
Michael Harla
Jolanta Harrison
Kevin Hejnicki
Karen Helbrecht
Matthew D. Hilinski
John Huszonek
Eliza Incledon
Mia Incledon
Parker Incledon
Barbara Maria Jakacka
Susan & Ben Jakubowski
Carol A. Jankowski
Marjorie Jaski, Esq.
Agata Jira-Owczarzak
Grazyna Kahl
Anthony & Bozena
Kawalkowski
Terrence E. Kiwala
Anthony Klejna
Christine Kolman
Pawel Konopka
Alexander & Patricia Koproski
Ewa Kosowicz
Christine Palka Kouvelis
Bogdan Kowalski
Barbara Kozuchowska
Jadwiga A. Krol, DDS
Maria Krzeptowska
Richard Kujawa
Eleonora Kujda

Harry Kurek
Angela Kus
Dr. Katarzyna Kusz
Hanna Kwasniewski
Barbara Lemecha
James Lodesky
Blazej Lojewski
Joseph Lushnia
Marek Maciolowski
Danuta Madeyski
Trish Maguire
Karen Majewski
Ryszard Makowski
Teresa Makowski
Lorraine Scygiel Maloy
Dr. James Mazepa
Krystyna Mazur
Elizabeth McElroy
Nancy Michael
Maureen Morris
Mark Myslinski
Marcia Zdun Nelson
Patrick Nikodem
Anna Nowobilski-Vasilios
Dr. George Otto
Dominic A. Pacyga
Malgorzata Paterek
Rev. John Pawlikowski
Michael Peskura
Paula Peterson
Matthew Piescinski
PRCUA Echoes of Poland
Olga Anna Poliwka
Polska Szkota
im. Gen. K. Putaskiego

Polska Szkota im. T. Ko$ciuszki
Polska Szkota im. Tréjcy Swietej
Iwona Puc
Wojciech Putz
Anna Ratka
Stanislaw Rolka
Mary Ann Rouse
Wojciech Rutkowski
Barbara Rybinski
Allen Salyer
Romuald Sarbinski
& Aleksandra Walkowiak
Bozena Teresa Sroka
John Stefanik
Patricia Stoneberg
Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy
Polskich w Ameryce
Barbara Strzepka
Michael Swiontoniowski
Gail Tanzer
James Tomnitz
Walter Tun
Andrew Urushima
Mateusz Walkowiak
Krzysztof Wietecki
Alicja Winnicki
Dr. Thomas Wodniak
Aaron Wood
Nancy Workman
Donna Woszczak
Jan Wysocki
Justyna & Jacek Zawadzki
Roman Zawadzki
John J. Ziemba

The PMA also recognizes its annual members at the Regular and Student levels,
as well as those from the Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union Sponsoring Organization program.
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Step Higher

High Rate Rewards Checking

e No minimum balance to earn rewards on Kasasa® Checking
e No monthly service fees

e Free transactions at over 55,000 Allpoint ATMs

e Free Online Banking & Mobile Banking with Mobile Deposit

Open your account online today, or visit your nearest Parkway Bank location

Moéwimy po polsku!
888-498-9800 ¢ parkwaybank.com e 23 Chicagoland Locations

= PARKWAY BANK

What A Community Bank Should Be.

* Fees may reduce earnings. Overdraft/returned item fees may apply. Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and other
requirements apply. $100 minimum deposit is required to open the account. Enrollment in online banking, at least 12 debit card purchases during each monthly Memb
qualification cycle, and receipt of electronic statements are conditions of this account. Limit 1 account per social security number. Contact a Parkway Bank Gy
Personal Banker for additional information. Kasasa and Kasasa Cash are trademarks of Kasasa, registered in the U.S.A. FDIC
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PROPEL * EMPOWER * THRIVE

6625 N Avondale Avenue,Chicago, IL 60631
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237 COMMUNITY
2t CULTURE
<>  TRADITION

Congratulations to the Polish Museum of America
on its 46th Summer Gala. Your work preserving and
celebrating Polish heritage is truly inspiring.

Warmest congratulations to the recipients of the
2026 Polish Spirit Award, especially the Chairman of our Board,
Hubert Cioromski, on this well-deserved honor.

With best wishes,
The Copernicus Foundation

Who Are We ?

The Copernicus Foundation was chartered as a non-profit organization
to serve the metropolitan Chicagoland area as a major civic. cultural.
educational, recreational and entertainment resource.

Become a member today

773-777-8898 ex.103

5216 W. Lawrence Ave., ; S
Chicago, IL 60630 :

copernicuscenter.org
info@copernicuscenter.org
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R EN KAz P \., \ 2L GEN.TADEUSZ
~ PULASKI . | | Kosciuszko -

POLISH ARMY VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

DISTRICT 2
STOWARZYSZENIE WETERANOW ARMII POLSKIE] W AMERYCE, OKREG 2.

Congratulations

and Best Wishes to the
PoLisH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

on its

| 46th Annual Summer Gala

AND THE PoOLISH SPIRIT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Hubert Cioromski
Piotr Uzarowicz
PNC Bank - Illinois

Polish Army Veterans Association of America as an heir of the Polish War Effort in America
during World War I, honors the memory of nearly 21,000 volunteers from the USA and Canada
to the Polish Army in France, the so-called Blue Army.

This year, as we mark the 250th anniversary of American independence, we also honor two Polish heroes—
General Kazimierz Pulaski and General Tadeusz KoSciuszko, who fought for America’s freedom.

17 IRVING PLACE | NEW YORK, NY 10003 | 212.473.0580 | ADMIN@PAVA-SWAP.ORG
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WATERTOWER

DENTAL CARE

NEW PATIENT VISIT
NEW PATIENT COMPREHENSIVE EXAM INCLUDES:

* Discuss your Goals and Expectations.
* Face, Smile, and Intraoral photos (for review
and discussion).

* Low-Exposure Digital Xrays. (either traditional set
or CBCT 3D image)

e Digital scan for time-lapse monitoring. (Teeth/Gum)

* Saliva Testing (7 distinct biomarkers of oral health)

* Velscope Oral Cancer Screening E N T I ST RY
¢ Periodontal Exam (Gum Health)

e Functional and Biological Teeth Assessment.

(wear, erosion, decay, TMJ) s AM E — D AY
e Sleep and Airway Assessment (snoring, Sleep Apnea)

e Cosmetic and Invisalign Before and After Imaging

F

i ﬁ

*s

(Veneers, Bonding, Botox) E'-E.. E

Water Tower Dental Care

845 N. Michigan Ave Suite 951w

Chicago, IL. 60611

312-787-2131
www.WaterTowerDentalCare.com
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YOU HAVE TO
SEE THIS!

(\ POLISH L RITAGE GENTTa

—~
0

PANNA MARIA

We are the destination for families, educators, students, researchers, and tourists

interested in exploring this Polish American historical tribute.

Veterans & under 5 yrs. - FREE / 5-17 yrs. -$5 / Adults - $10
Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For group tours and event planning call (830) 310-8612

Rent the John W. Bishop’s Ballroom — a beautiful, elegant setting that makes the
perfect spot for wedding events, birthday parties, quinceaneras, couples showers,

Christmas parties, and organization meetings.

13909 N FM 81 | PO Box 25 | Panna Maria, Texas 78144 | 830.310.8612
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b Excursion of the Western
Sodlety of Engineers to the

Thebes Bridge
November 19, 1904, Modjeski
an
chives af
e
i Institution

BRIDGES OF

CONCRETE

RALPH MODIJESKI

r Cover design by Tara Lynn Price
L A wowtipricefrectance.com

["“H Jan S. Plachta

Ralph Modjeski world renown builder of great American bridges, son of actress
Helena Modjeska, was also a virtuoso pianist. He performed with Ignacy
Jan Paderewski in Chicago, had a great love for Chopin, played from memory

etically pleasing structures. Modjes!
the greatest engineering awards. He was an outstanding businessman and an
exceptional organizer of construction sites,

A fascinating illustration and an incredibly insightful read into the
engineering and construction of select Modjeski Bridges, as well as the
socio-political and historical circumstances surrounding those bridges.

MICHAEL F. BRITT, PE | President and Chief Marketing Officer
Modjeski and Masters, Inc.

INS3ITOON HdTVH 40 S3801H88

13315 ANY 3L3YONOD NI LS|.LIY

JJ!\ S P‘“H.’J studled Civil Engineering In Cracow, Poland; Vienna,

e. Austria and In Chicago. He has a PhD degree in Soll Mechanics from the

} hae 2 Tech University of Cracow In Poland. He has published extensively
-~ i o ous technical publications in the United States and in Europe,
\‘ oo ing the accomplishments of engineers of Polish heritage. He
\

of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the

Is
American Soclety of Military Engineers (SAME).

9

Congratulations
to the
Polish Museum of America
for its commitment
in preserving
culture and heritage
of Poland
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OP

overpaying for
your auto
Insurance

You could save 20% or more.

Hanna Kwasnhiewska

Bundle Insurance Agency Inc
906 Lacey Ave Ste 103

Lisle, IL 60532
Hanna@bundle-insurance.com
(331) 330-8430

'All discounts are subject to eligibility criteria and applicable rates and rules at the time of purchase. Actual savings vary. Erie Family
Life insurance products are not available in New York. Savings are based on individually purchased policies. Discounts subject to
eligibility criteria and rates and rules in effect at the time of purchase. See individual policies for specific coverage details. Certain
terms and limitations may apply.

$104110/2024 © 2024 Erie Indemnity Company Above a" in SERVICE®_ Since 1925
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BEST WISHES

TO THE

POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR

2026 SUMMER GALA

PNA is proud to support this
evening honoring Polish American
contributions to America’s 250 years
of independence and congratulates
this year's Polish Spirit Award
Honorees.

'|'|']"‘II
g

POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE

Life Insurance | Annuities | Member Benefits

6100 North Cicero Avenue Chicago, |IL 60646
(773) 286-0500 PNA-ZNP.ORG



WE CONGRATULATE 250 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE AND THE PROUD
CONTRIBUTIONS OF POLISH AMERICANS IN SHAPING ITS HISTORY.

FOR GENERATIONS, POLISH AMERICANS HAVE STRENGTHENED THIS NATION
THROUGH HARD WORK, SERVICE, AND DEDICATION TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.

MAY THIS SPECIAL CELEBRATION INSPIRE US TO HONOR OUR HERITAGE
AND PASS IT ON TO FUTURE GENERATIONS.

[
¥

g7 T =5y -
AN LT

F
d —

IRENA AND BRIAN GAVAGHAN
VIRGINIA, DARIUSZ, JULIA AND ANDREW STEKALA
VICTORIA, MATEUSZ, MILENA AND LEON BOMBA

CENTER FORTHERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE AND HEALING

11743 SOUTHWEST HIGHWAY
PALOSs HEIGHTS, IL 60463
708-361-3905

IRENA GAVAGHAN, L.M.T.
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Sevdecznie grotulugeny
MUZEUM POLSKIEMU W AMERYCE

wspaniate] dziatalnosci na niwie historyczno-kulturalne;

The Polish Scouting Organization of lllinois
congratulates The Polish Museum of America on over 90 years
of preserving Polish and Polonian culture and heritage

Czuwaqj!

Iwigzek Harcerstwa Polskiego — Obwéd Chicago
Przewodniczgca hm. Beata Niebrugge

Hufiec Harcerek “Tatry” Hufiec Harcerzy “Warta”
Hufcowa hm. Diana Waldier Hufcowy phm. Krzysztof Grzgdziel
Krgg Starszoharcerski Zespoty Taneczne
“Ztote Orty” “Lechici” i “Orleta”
Kierowniczka Kierownik
phm. Karolina Kordalewski hm. Konrad Wiecek
Koto Przyjaciot Harcerstwa-Chicago Koto Przyjaciét Harcerstwa-Addison
Prezes pwd. Tomasz Senator Prezeska Iwona Kapica

A

CHICAGO

www.zhpchicago.com
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The Polish-American Police Association proudly supports
The Polish Museum of America

Congratulations on your Annual Summer Gala!

Sto Lat!

Board of Directors Executive Officers
Robert ‘Rocky’ Nowaczyk: Chairman of the Board Thomas Sieja: President

Martin Obrecki: Immediate Past President Mark Pawelic: Vice President

Thomas Sieja: President Grace Moczarna: Vice President
Daniel Szczesny: Director William Siems: Recording Secretary
Katherine Wagner: Director James Jakstavich: Financial Secretary
Jerry Svejda: Director Gregory Kulasa: Sgt-At-Arms

Anna Labno: Director James Ciuﬁaj: Sgt-At-Arms

Mary Ember: Director

Ewelina Gondek; Director

Debbie Rucci: Director

Kim Gumienny: Director

James Sadowski
President Emeritus




PA PADEREWSKI
S O SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

PRESENTS

AMERICAN SPIRIT

Celebrating 250 Years of the American Story
and the Polish Soul That Helped Shape It

ORCHESTRA HALL AT
CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHETRA

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
4:00 PM

VISIT EVENTS WEBSITE TO GET UPDATES, PRE-ORDER
TICKETS AND RECEIVE SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

PASOMUSIC.ORG/PSAS




Congratulations
to the

2026 Spirit Award Recipients
Hubert Cioromski,

Piotr Uzarowicz,

and
PNC Bank,

94



"he Polish Museum of Amell
084 N Miwuakee A
Chicago 1L, 606




DISGOVER THE PEOPLE, GHOIGES, AND

SERVIGE BEHIND THE GITIZEN SOLDIER.

! g ’. -.'r:.ll
3;!”&&/ "'L"r{:lf 1hs
o ARRRRARN S

At the Pritzker Military Museum & Library, their stories help us
understand service, citizenship, and the nation we inherit.

BN e Become a member, plan your

visit, or both and help bring
PRITZKER MILITARY : :
MUSEUM & LIBRARY. these powerful stories to life.

Learn more at
pritzkermilitary.org

THANK YOU TO THE

FOR PRESERVING
HISTORY.

MISSIONV,

FIREARMS EDUCATION CENTER

VETERAN OWNED
MISSIONS4FIREARMS.COM




BEST WISHES
AND CONTINUED SUCCESS
to the
POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

Frank J. Baker & Company, Ltd.
Certified Public Accountants

950 Lee Street, Suite 101
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-0300

Robert J. Hughes, CPA
Kurt P. Hoffman, CPA
Ronald E. Feiereisel, CPA

POLISH-AMERICAN
MEDICAL SOCIETY

On behalf of the Polish American Medical Society, we proudly support the Polish Museum of America and its mission to preserve and
promote the rich heritage of Polish Americans. As this year's Summer Gala highlights Polish American contributions to 250 years of
American Independence, we celebrate the enduring impact of Polonia on the cultural, scientific, and civic fabric of our nation. The Museum
serves as a vital steward of these stories, ensuring they continue to inspire future generations.

We commend the Polish Museum of America for its ongoing dedication to safeguarding our shared history and thank all those who

contribute to this important work. We are honored to stand alongside you in supporting this year's gala and your continued efforts to
preserve the legacy of Polish Americans for years to come. Sto lat!

Secretary: | Prafdent. .. i Madia Relstions:

Agnes Hurtuk, MD Anseguire Dic gopost-Gach, 4D Evelyn Koasur, MDD}
Vice Presidents:

Treasurer: Stanisalw Bryjak, MD Board Members:

Adam T. Cios, MD Bartosz Wojewnik, MD Justyna Bancerek Stengele, MD

Stanssaw Kalata, DM

Vice Treasarer: P:ﬂd!gt ?l D":::: Maria Siemionow, MD, PhD
ElET Brukasy

Tomasz Fodobinski, DO

@ vwew.zipehicago.org Q?AM'S{QJIIPI:NE;II;D.DI g e‘ﬂoI-m#mnrlcanMen-caIS‘ac-el|.'
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D

N OUR SERVICES

e 3§ CONRAD
%‘?‘ y R 0 © F I N & Residential Roof Replac t

P

Upgrade your home with durable, high-quality roofing.

PROTECTING CHICAGO ROOFS RoorReais & inenanc
SI N CE 1 9 47 Keep your roof in top condition and prevent costly damage.

FOR A TIMELESS LOOK Commercial Roofing Systems
WHERE CRAH—SMANSHIP MEETS LONGEVITY Commercial Roofing Systems - Reliable solutions for businesses of all sizes.

Flat Roofs & Low-Slope Solutions

Expert installation and repair for tricky roofs.

Custom Metal Work
Flashing, gutters, and decorative metal details tailored to your needs.

Slate, Tile & Copper Roofing

Elegant, long-lasting roofing materials for any style.

Historical Roof Restoration
Preserve the charm of older homes with specialized care.

Congratulations and best wishes to all this year’s Gutters, Downspouts & Flashing
PO”Sh Splrlt Awa rd honorees. Protect your property from water damage.

773-286-6212 contact@conradroofing.com www.conradroofing.com 5122 N. Elston Ave, Chicago IL 60630




the

nella

COMFORT KIT ! As thin as
a tampon!

A more comfortable
exam starts here.

Nella, a TIME Magazine Invention of the Year, is the
first speculum designed to reduce pain and anxiety.

Packaged clean and ready fo bring to your next
appointfment.

7\HSA/FSA
Eligible

Buy the kit online and book your exam now

Available at major retailers nellaspec.com

13

DAY

GELEBRATION

7.5.26 | 4 PM

CHICAGOSTARS.COM/TICKETS




Executive Officers
Judge Diann K. Marsalek POLISH AMERICAN JUDGES

TN

President

Judge Steven Kozicki
Vice President

Judge Diane Pezanoski
Ree rlr.'.*'r'n.-;;' Secretary

Judge Pamela Stratigakis PAJA proudly supports the Polish

Museum of America in preserving and

Judge James Pieczonka celebrating the rich legacy of Polish
Treasurer American heritage.

Corresponding Secretary

Board of Director: :
= e e As we honor 250 years of Polish

contributions to America, PAJA
remains committed to strengthening
our community and preserving our
|SdueRanl RERsakires) shared legacy for future generations.

Judge Thomas Nowinski

Judge Joel Chupack
_|'|||_|1L';|.' Michele Gemskie

_]1| d"__-'_r.' _[-.1 nathan Clark Green

Justice Aurelia Pucinski

] u -:15;;:' Ursula Walowski

www.PolishAmericanJudges.com§

Z okazji Letniej Gali Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce,
celebrujacej 250-lecie Niepodleglosci Standéw Zjednoczonych oraz wkiad Polonii w historie i rozwéj Ameryki,
Zwiazek Klubow Polskich w USA sktada serdeczne gratulacje
oraz wyrazy uznania dla organizatordéw tego wyjatkowego wydarzenia.

Dziekujemy Muzeum Polskiemu w Ameryce za wieloletnia dziatalnoS< na rzecz pielegnowania polskiego
dziedzictwa, kultury i historii oraz za budowanie mostéw miedzy pokoleniami Polonii.

Niech ta uroczysta gala bedzie symbolem dumy, jednosci i sity naszej wspdlnej tozsamosci.
Z wyrazami szacunku,

Zwiazek Klubéw Polskich w USA
Prezes dr bucja Mirowska-Kopec
wraz z Zarzadem i Delegatami



I by Dr. Syp|en MD /

med spo

Peek-a-boo...
confidence

looks good on
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)

-'|'|
™
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* Neurotoxins (Botox, Dysport & More)
e Biostimulators +Fillers

* Acne + Rosacea Trealments

.-n_'_ NCeE

*Scars + Stretch Mark Treatments
« Skin Tightening + Lifting
*Body Contouring
*Luxury Facials

[=]
T

* Advanced Laser Technology

€2 173-205-8800 L -&More ¢

S
e’
iy

Celebrating AMERICA 250

Honoring
the CROWN JEWEL of POLONIA

PoLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA
= DISTRICT 8 (KRYSTYNA LECH, PRESIDENT)
NATIONAL DIRECTORS:

MiRek CisLO & Liz DYNOWSKI
ApuLt CULTURE GROUP
WESoLY LuD PoLisH FoLk DANCE COMPANY
SOUTHWEST CENTER
OF POLISH SONG & DANCE
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Tue PoLISH MUSEUM or AMERICA b

I youn commitment to preserving the history, culbure, and heritage

of Poland and Polonia for fulure genenalions.

( First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association of the United States of America
a fraternal benefit society domiciled in Beachwood, OH
- ‘ / W, v "
[~ ' { N\
{ \ 7
1 -

CONGRATULATIONS

to

Hubert Cioromski
2026 Recipient of the Polish Spirit Award

The Polish American Congress, lllinois Division
extends its best wishes to
Polish Museum of America!

www.pacillinois.org

Save the Date: October 11, 2026, PAC IL Heritage Award Banquet

102



In celebration of 250 years of Polish-American contributions to the United States,
the Chicago Chapter of the Kosciuszko Foundation is proud to congratulate the Polish Museum of America

for its outstanding contributions to the promotion of Polish heritage and culture.
Lidia Filus, President Andrzej Pawlusiewicz, Treasurer
Maria Zakrzewska, Vice President Malgorzata Pawlusiewicz, Member
Anna Kordylewska, Vice President

Joanna Radwanska-Williams, Secretary
John Brozyna, Secretary

Joanna Rudnicka, Past President

Ewa Radwarnska, Past President
and all the members of the KF Chicago Chapter

PROUDLY SUPPORTING

THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA

in its commitment to preserve Polish history and culture

e Hear
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o
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%

POLISH MUSEUM
OF AMERICA

= ON CONTRIBUTIONS TO
| 250 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE.

* K Kk

eais of
| INDEPENDENCE

o
1776 *x 2026

E'fgIéIHS!'rl Sailing Forward.
Honoring Our Heritage.
E-II]EEEEJ Celebrating Freedom.
£ *
FROM ALL MEMBERS OF POLISH YACHT CLUB CHICAGO - L

As America celebrates 250 years of independence,
Joseph Conrad Yacht Club proudly joins the
Polish Museum of America in honoring the lasting
contributions of the Polish American community

to our nation’s history, culture, and spirit.
* YEARS &

A SR A U Founded in 1971 and rooted in Chicago's
INDEPENDENCE .

I, Polish American sailing tradition, JCYC is honored
to support organizations that preserve our heritage
and strengthen our community for future generations.

$  Congratilitions

= TO THIS YEAR’S &
POLISH SPIRIT AWARD HONOREES.

#

JOSEPH CONRAD YACHT CLUB

— _*. -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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ART' S]. _ lllustrated biography recounts how one soldier used his
: \ art skills to survive World War li

; , GUES T[] - _' Original maps, jungle watercolors, journal illustrations, scrap-
— _ book photos, and over 200 letters home to Leon Granacki’s

g " extended Polish American family in Chicago reveal his longing
! for family, shared holidays, fishing, and a woman to love. They
tell what it felt like on a very personal level to be part of a raging
ﬁ-‘ war in the South Pacific.

*? i . Victoria Granacki, PMA Board of Directors Secretary, is the

%

o & “ | / author of Chicago’s Polish Downtown from Arcadia
X)

Publishing, and of many historic articles in PMA Gala

program books

] i e Sk ; '::: .:.\?'f:'*.'?ﬁ'

- P

e‘\:'_“ - ’E} j Available at Archway Publishing, Amazon,
= o LY 5 Barnes & Noble
LJI‘\ p = - 8/ ( http://GranackiArts.com Email: Granacki@aol.com

A VICTORIA ANN GRANACKI \

= ..\- . | P | =

CHITKOWSKI

H;S) ' m&
pesple Pelonia”

» - 901w ille Road, Suite 103
John J. Chitkowski AT LG TOAE, SR
Lisle, Illinois 60532
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, General Counsel tel: 630-824-9808
Polish Museum of America, Director and General Counsel fox: 630-529-4509

Copernicus Foundation, General Counsel
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Congratulations
to the 2026
Polish Spirit Award honorees
at the Polish Museum of America
46™ Summer Gala

Industrial Maintenance
Welding & Machining Co.

General Office & Chicago Plant 1431 W. Pershing Rd. Chicago, IL 60609 | Kingsbury Plant 6264 2nd Rd. La Porte, IN 46350

A N

Star-Tech'!

Glass, Inc.

(773) 745-0800 startechglass.com
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WIFE « MOTHER + ATTORNEY +« CANDIDATE

PATRICIA 1+ &%

KLADIS-SCHIAPPA

-

for DuPage County Clerk

OCHRONA DEMOKRACIJI

CONGRATULATIONS

AND THE BEST WISHES TO
THE POLISH MUSEUM LﬂH
OF AMERICA
AND ALL RECIPIENTS OF
POLISH SPIRIT AWARDS

MOI\}T\R‘SE ?

market N\l

MONTROSE DELI MONTROSE MARKET

5411 West Montrose Ave, Chicago IL 60641 @ 773.725-6123 1731 W. Golf Road, Mount Prospect IL 60056 @ 847.258-5042
MONTROSE FOOD MART& DELI MONTROSE MARKET OF ROSELLE

6601 West Irving Park Rd, Chicago IL 60634 @ 773.628-7515 550 West Lake Rd, Roselle IL 60172 @ 224.653-9197
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FELIX

PoLisH
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY of AMERICA

CARDONA R

WARD ALDERMAN

]
|'||y_|r

From generations of immigrants who helped build ‘7& board and ite members thawk

our neighborhoods and institutions, Kéz
to the preservation of language, art, music, and

tradition, Polish heritage remains a vibrant pd&'dé WM

and essential part of our city’s identity.

meniea

to Polonia

Thank you to

The Polish Museum of America
for their vital role in safeguarding
these stories and sharing them
with future generations.

przz2 ‘

The Polish Museum of America (PMA)

Summer Gala celebrates Polish American contributions to

WWW.pgsa.org

he Advocates Society

Palish-American Bar Association”

250 years of American Independence

Congratulations
red to support r1'n
to the Polish Museum of America from ~ Polish Muse flapt ._

SDEY

STOWARZYSZENIE DZIENNIKARZY POLSKICH W AMERYCE

Hon. Mic

Polish Journalists Association of America Dr. Justyna Regan

Historian

Hon, Alon Stein

Ireasurer

The Polish American Journalists Association of America SDPA Iwona Przonak Garcia

proudly celebrates its tenth Anniversary
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Congratulations Polish Museum of
America on the 46th Summer Gala

_ > Inventing Nations in Eastern
and to the Polish Spirit Awardees.

Europe: Belarus, Lithuania,

Celebrating contributions to 250 years of POland; and Ukraine
American Independence.

28
Taught by John J. Kulczycki ﬁ o
(. Tuesdays, June 30-July 21
° i 6:00 PM-7:30 PM
™ -

4 Sessions, $175 ?t i

In Person v A
e _l:.—;'..
) ...:‘-‘_R..-I.J’.'l.lf.il IR

Polanki - Polish Women's Cultural Club of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Preserving and promoting Polish Culture since 1953
Polish Cultural Village at Polish Fest

* College Achievement Awards * Polanki library at

Polish Center of Wisconsin * Kosciuszko Monument

wwuw.Polanki.orq Follow us on FacebooR

Registration opens June 17
www.newberry.org/adult-education

w

- SERPECZNE -
. GRATUIACJE B
:

Dyrekcja, Zarzad oraz Grﬂnﬂ Pedagogiczne
Polskiej Szkoly im. Trojey Swietej w Chicago

ma ogromny zaszczyt zlozye serdeczne gratulacie
oraz szczere wyrazy uznania dla

Zarzadu, Rady Dyrektorow oraz wszystkich
Pracownikow Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce.
Dzigkujemy za tworzenie miejsca, ktore lgczy
pokolenia i pozwala obcowac z pigknem.
Zyczymy calemu zespolowi niegasnacej pasii,
i ._{ kolejnych wspaniahych eksponatow i } )
"% nieskonczonych pokladow kreatywnosci o~ ¢
w odkrywaniu historii na nowo.

3
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Congratulations
to the 2026

Polish Spirit Award honorees
at the
Polish Museum of America

46™ Summer Gala

L 2

PULASKI

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Pulaski Animal Hospital
5424 S. Pulaski Rd. Chicago, IL 60632

www.pulaskianimalhospital.com

Pet owners look upon their pets as members of their families.
We feel the same way. That’s why we understand that
your trust in us is a special responsibility.

o

ILK PANTING AND DRAWING...
N B ) - _f. W

e
B TN WA I'l' ar
J

SZYMANSKA

CEGIEI. KA

his incredibly talented and

wonderful artist, with a vivid

and stimulating imagination,
creates delicate images of flowers,
birds, colorful gardens. Beautiful
dreams that adapt to your moods,
to the brightness of your day, to the
beauty of the darkness, and to the
happiness of your life.
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+« Smile Makeovers

+ Invisalign

» Teeth Cleaning (Periodontal Scaling)
= In Office Teeth Whitening

» Metal Free fillings

« Zirconium crowns and bridges

« Veneers

« Partial and Full Dentures

« Implant restoration

Mosl PPO Insurances oce ‘-'F-':‘-"-j including Medicare Hans




SUPPORT THE PMA

Joining us tonight for the 46th Summer Gala is only one way to support the Polish Museum of America
in its mission. Please consider other ways to help the PMA:

MAKE A DONATION
Your financial contribution will allow the PMA to preserve the Polish and Polish American past for future
generations by funding powerful exhibits and programming as well as daily operational needs.

BECOME A CORPORATE SPONSOR OR SUSTAINING DONOR
Support PMA general funding and receive wide recognition and priority access to the museum and special
events.

MAKE A GIFT AS PART OF YOUR LEGACY
Plan to donate through a bequest, trust, or gift annuity.

CONSIDER QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS (QCD)
If you are age 70 % or older, you can make a gift to the PMA directly from your IRA, thereby avoiding taxes on
the distribution. These donations count toward your required minimum distribution, reducing your taxable
income, even if you don’t itemize deductions.

DISTRIBUTE THROUGH DONOR ADVISED FUNDS (DAF)
With a DAF, you create an account with a financial institution or community foundation and the amount
deposited is tax deductible at that time. Then, you direct the fund to make the donation to the PMA.

GIVE THE GIFT OF APPRECIATED STOCK
The PMA is able to accept stock directly into its brokerage account. By making a gift of stock directly, rather
than selling it first, you can avoid taxes on capital gains. Please contact the PMA for further information.

DONATE IN TRIBUTE
Honor or remember a special person or event with your donation.

ASK YOUR COMPANY TO MATCH YOUR DONATION
Increase the impact of your donation with your company’s matching gift program.

VOLUNTEER AT THE PMA
Use your time and skills in a variety of ways, working alongside staff and gaining insight on the inner workings
of the PMA.

BECOME A MEMBER
Offering different levels of annual and Life membership, find the category that is right for you. If you are already
a member - consider renewing at a higher level.

SHOP AT THE PMA GIFT SHOP
Find something special among the wide selection of books, ceramics, amber, postcards, and other special items.

VISIT THE PMA
Join us at the many programming events hosted by the PMA year-round, or stop by to tour the Great Hall to
view the most current exhibit at any time.

GET INVOLVED
Call 773-384-3352 or email PMA@PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org for more information.
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Cover artwork:

Rendering of Polish-American Coat of Arms,
Henryk Grunwald, pre 1939
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